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Btz vE VaLLORIN ought to have Leen born
three hundred yeurs ago, at least, - When other
girls of her age were dvewming of- operas, bulls
and niillium , Emilie’s imagination revelled in
ideal louln.uncnh, Jousts - and fest of . the
- olden time. "She would nve: doated: ot an okl
" enstle, full of sliding pannels, seeret stuirenses und
gloomy. duniseons; nay, we would not venture to
assert: that. an. assassination or two might not
I hml:smnc-i.hurms fur her, firovided they
skllhlUv pu[‘unnul by au individudl in o
lurgl, lll(.'l-l.l“ Sque cloak “and; black :musk.. Bue
l'llllll.' s’ we lm\t. luntell W Illll\llI(l ]{0-

R

ey, and no \leen, rmur llmn \ullnn lllcubllhtlh‘

) of. a largu Lown

md lu_\nrlcs of - motlern civilization,
. ith'no ; sparing hund, failed to suusly
his romunuo wife. "Even in'the extensivé plen-
ure bloumla attached to the vl she found no
plensitre, although  the wealthy M'uqms had
spured no pains in their improvement ﬂmlembLl-
- lislinent. In one retived nook ulmw where a
stone baleony overluoked n small quict dell, did’
she. seem to find uny’ satisfietion, * Hereshe
would pass whole' duys ; sumetinies in dcop‘ mus-
ing; sometimes in the perusal of her f
rominees, hom which sht. woull at lunc~ T
and, gozing forth upon the little dell, finey it
sotne \\ull fou"ln. lield of luul'm-v strewn witl
splintered lunccs, and Iu. olf enthroned us Quccu
of Bmuly 10 dispense the meed of honour to the
vietor in the. lists. ~ After the -death of her hus-
band, {ho ol  Mavquis, which: happened .shortly
fler their marringe, she leeatme more :attached
i) iy ever to_this spot: ot that she: preluulul
" - any violent i [ for her deceased spouse, whom
" she fad \\ulde(l at her father's will, bun llmt her
visions of the' dlays of ¢hi \lry ernved’ more’ it
dulgence the more They _\\um fndulged. *
<+ % One evening, wbaut three years uﬁm‘ll

of 1he Mnrqms e Vallovin, Emilie wu
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this buleony, and near her the Baren de .
one ol the foew whom she-suffered o jnrade -
The eyes of the Marchioness were tixal

on lier “ towrney-fiekl ;" those of the Buvon rest-

ed, with an exprossion of eurnest ullection; on her
finel y-moulded features. ’
- S Pell me, B.llon"’ she said, suddenl\' turning
round to himg % do you not think these old ba-
roniul castles, with their towersnnd b mlununr.s,
their moats and dungeons, mueh preferable to
vur mexlern white-washed thansions ¥ Sowe of
the country-houses of the midilo age tave aeer-
tain pxcmrcsqucnus aboul theni, (Iut nm) mukc s
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uphul the ucu.-p(c(l lm ur, fur
“ \\h) \nll you \pull. lml.ol uml

I lm\c w mlnmc rckpu for' llu, Iudlcs ol' N
the middle age, but L preferimodern benuties ‘l)y
fars L feur, fuir widow, you will even fiy
our marriage is to take pluce this y uu'—llu; \u'y
d ay you-promised to fix its date”

“ There is time enough,” eried the \!mLhmncas,
gaily ; ¢ this is bug the end o

Y the year.”

‘: “That means, T suppose, that 5()![ \\uul(l llxuc
it poatpuncd il the thirty-firstof Dedember, To's
‘spenks frankly, medime!™ eried the Burnu. with’
inerensing, warmth ; wy !Lcl Lurmm
rival l| s mbbul me of 3u|u' f
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scornfully. A rival umou'ht. Lho )mm" mun of
“the nineteenth cx ntwry L L esteem’” yoir, Jl.nrun.
- but more I eannot :lo fol‘ YOu; o uny ono “of
“these (lu° merate duys Would You huve me -l”
in love with one of those hal- ~roum Lumh(.-
whose lov ts- no longer than the wax- -light
that illuminates the hatl; or with’ one of (hosu
gm\c -'cullt.mun. \\ho limit, .ln-xr .xllu.uun to

Wlmm .‘f'; inlf.‘rl'llp!ql
L l\ol.mdo' the d
sume of his Ivrmhcr a
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