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have blotted ont the possibility of futuro evil by
blotting ont the race of mankind ; but while He
looked down, pussessod of ail might and ail powor,
He aiso louked down with the tendor pity of the
universal Father ; and although Ho saw ail the
sorrow, siffering and miamo which it wouild cost te
take the point off overy stmug, transforn overy
cruel hoart and cause sweetness te flow forth, whera
only bitterness was found bofore ; He deteriniiaed,
for the sako of the possible goodness te be produced,
te pay the price, te open up the way, through
sorrow and sufforing, through tears and blo.,d, by
which the brothorhood of man mnight ho nanifested,
as well as the fatherhood of God.

My heart tu-day is filled with gratitude, because
it is the eye of Goad which luoks upon our race-
just as it is, and not the narrow vision of mortal
mai ; and that while Ho knows every sin and the
cause of uvery departure fron the path of rectitude,
He looks on ns with the pity of a father who loves
and would restore.

Suppose, again, that the Saviour of men had
decided that in this world of ours there was more
wickedness than goodnoss, i. e., more sting than
honey; and because it was se He would nut have
anything te do with it, how much hope would we
poor sinners have tu-day of being freed fron sin
and made meet for a hoin i beyond the tabernacles
of earth i But te gain the great end, and for the
joy "of leading many sons tinte glory," He stepped
into al the trials which awaited Him, not shunnng
te come into contact with the very worst of mon ;
and because He was willing te rective sinners and
eat with them, in millions of hearts and lives te-
day the bitter has been tutrned te swoot, wrath bas
heen turned te love, sorrow bas been turned te
jo)y, the crowr. of honer and the pailm of victory
await many of the redeemued sons of our sinful race,
and eternal glory will be -te Him who trod the
wine-press alune.

The wholo histury of Christianity is the history
of good couming in contact with evil, of love coutng
into contact with hatred, of bleosing being roturnied
for cursing, and deeds of kindnesis boing returned
for despiteful usage and persecution.

We have this exemplified in the life of heavo's
great Apostle--Jesus of Nazireth, the Son of Mîry
and the Son of G d. We have it also in the hfe
of the great apostle te the Gentiles. We have it
in the hîfo of ovory faithful Christian workor for
aver eighteen hundred years, and it will continue
oin earth as lung as there romains one seul faithful
tu God snd possessed of the spirit of Christ.

"This Man receivus sinnors." Ho receives them
yet. He puritfies themn. Under His influence they
becone clothed and in their righit mid. Wheu i
they learn of Him and partako of His spirit, enavy,
jealouisy and hatred die, and love, peace and joy t
fill the place-before in foui, but now puritied- e
c!eansed by love divine. o

One reastn, at least, why the children of God n
are not taken home te the Fatier's house as soon
as they are born into the family, is that the3y may, s
by c'ming in coit.ct with wicked and cruel nien, p
have an influience on then for goud, bocauso it is i
not the Father's will that anV shouild perish, but r
that ail, even the vilest of the vile and the lowest a
of the low, might corae and have life. c

For this purpose God gave His only begotten
Son. For this piurposo Jesus died and r.se again. G
For this purpose Pauul preached, and for this h M
gave bis life. . A

Jeans Christ, by the grace of God, qae His LIFa A
for ivery man, and glory ho te G 2d for His bound. -

lesu grace, - which has made the way so plain and t
the entrance so free, that net ouly the moral may in
enter, but that the man who is mont degraded and in
fartheat away fron God may ho lifted out of ýh th
deptho of sin, purified, oleaused and brought te ruât
dt the shaow of the throne ot the eternl-"Whv, m

soever will may come." O. B. E. p

I.

NAlMES A ND THEIfR .NINIFCAlNCE.

Neither ah thy name any mnre ho called Arain,
but thy naine shial bo Abrahain ; for tho fathor cf a
multitude of nations have I made thee." Gen. xvii. 5.

The giving of a new naine to signalize soute new
exporience, or now relation, is frequiently recorded
in acripturo history. Abraham's wife had her naine
changed fron Sarai te Sarah, whei she bocamo a
mother, and thus the anceatress of a numerous
progony. Jacob had his naine chan:ed te Israel,
when ho had striven with God, and had prevailed.
Gen. xxxii. 28 Joseph's name was changed te
Zaphnath-ppaneah, when ho was elovated to the
premiership of Edypt. Gen. xli. 45. Saul'a naine
was changed to Paul when Sergius Paulus was
convorted inder his proaching. Acta. xiii. 6-10.

There is throughout these cases a commun le.
ment as a roason for the change of naimo--NLAnUE-
MENT. Abram had no children ; but Abraham
would have a multitude of nations as bis descend-
ants. Sarai was childless ; but Sarah would bn
princess of an evergrowing tribe. Jacob was a
trafficker and a keeper of herdd; araeol was a prince
and the head of a nation. Joseph was a captive
and prisoner; Ziphnath-paaneah was a " world-
saviour,"-for so the nane means-and the virtual
ruler of a nation. Saul was the converted Pharisee;
Paul was apostle to the Gentileu.

This idea of enlargoment and enrichment, as
signified in namaes, is mostsignificant. Itis forcibly
illustrated in the naines applied to God in the
Bible. Not that there was any enlargement of
God's nature which called for new naines, but there
was a continual enlargement of Bis revelation of
Hiimself to mon which needed to be expressed in
new naines. So we have different naines, under
which God made Himuelf known to men, as His
revelation of Himse)f progressed. El, Eloah,
Elohim, El Shaddai and Jehovah are ail naines of
God in the Old Testament. The oriental sense of
" El " in the powerful, strong, etc. "El"ah"
means the power which awakens terror. "Euhin"
signifies the infinite fuliess of inight and power
which lies in the Divine Being. Under this naine
God reveals lis power te create and uphold. It
was Elohin who made the heavens sud the earth
and ail things therein. El Shaddai is the God
who testifies of Himself in special deeds of power,
by which He subdues nature to the ways of Bis
kingdom, making the childless Abraham the father
of many nations, etc. This is the naine under
which God appearr to Abraham in the scripturo
rom which the text of this paper is quoted. He

here promises to niake a man who is a hundred a
mars old, and bas no natural heir, and whose wife i
s already an old woman, the father of a multitude
of nations. This was clearly contrary to ratural t
hings. But El Shaddai would compel nature to a
erve Him. This name enlarges God's rovelation
f Himself. He net only works according to g
atural law in ststaining and upholding ail things, n
le aiso operates above natural laws - works
miracles, if you please,-to bring about His pur. w
oses. The nante Jehovah expresses God's etranch b
nto historical relations with men. It is a new a
evelation of God. He who created and tustaiini d
Il things, who makes nature riso above her usual n
ourse te serve Him, this Being now entwines n
imself with the history of nen-becoming their t
oid, making them His people. Se God says to o
oses : "I am Jehovah ; and I appeared unto is
braham, unto Isaac and unto Jacob as God b
lmighty (El Shaddai), but by My name-Jehovah d
I was net kniown unto them." Ex. vi. 3. To e

ie patriarcha God was the inighty, wonder-work- as
g Gd. Ho would be this te the Israelites.also c
the sigus and wonders by which He would work la

heir deliverance from Egypt. But He would bd ni
ore than this. He would adopt them as His de
eople and be thoir God ; il al their history as a V

Honce, a row naine te express this now revelation
of Himself-J.HovAH.

la u cet but a continuation of this enlargement
uf Hi self-rcvelationii which ao see in that naine
which stands at the threshold of the New Testa-
ment-Iminanutiel 1 Hure wu have "God with us.''
Net siiply God in historical relations with man,
but God becono man in the person of the Christ.
Under this naine wo have the highest rovelation of
Himsolf which God lias over given, the highest He
can ovcr give te moi tals. Thus is this idea of cilarqe.
ment, as signified by new nanes, illustrated in the
soi iptural naines of God.

Now there is much significance in this idea as
rolated to the naimes given te the fillowers of
Christ in the N.w Testament. The most signiti-
cant Now Ttetament naines and titles of the ful-
lowers of Christ are the following : Disciples, used
very frequently in the gospels and less frequently
in the other books ; Christianis, used but three
tintes; stints, used quite frequently in the epistles;
children and brethren, used frequently.

Each of these naines designates a relation. A
disciple of Christ is a learnur in Christ's school.
A Christian is a person committed te Christ in
beart and lifo-whose Lord Christ is. A saint is
one who is sanctified, or set apart te a holy life in
the service of God, " through sanctification of the
spirit and bolief of the truth." A child of God is
a member of God's fanily, an heir te Goil's mani-
foid riches and a brother te al the redeemed.

Thus these nanes, each in its own direction,
signify an enlargenient and enrichment of niai's
life. The disciple is led into larger knowledge ;
the Christian, into richer experience ; the saint,
into wider and more exalted service; the child,
into a fuller and more onduring inheritance ; the
brother, into mure glvrious and enjoyablu relation-
ahips.

And lot it b noted that this enlargement is the
4reatest possible enlargeniont within human reach
along ail these linos. Thore is no knowledge such
as the Great Teacher gives. There is no such
experience and discipline as that which the King
of kings makes possible to Hia subjects. There in
no suich service as that te which He separates His
people. There are no famtily relationships to be
compared te those where God is the Pather, Jesos
Christ the Eider Brother, and ail the good in
heàvon and on earth, in paat, present and future,
are co-hoirs with Christ.

The scriptural namnes for the people of God
stand, theu, for the Lreaccat pussible enlargement
along the linos of the greatest possible good, which
s within mai's reach. They are given te thoso
who have entered these lines of enlargenent by
heir acceptanco of Jeaus Christ as Teacher, Lord
nd Saviour,
A contrant is bore to ho noted between the naines

ivon to God's people in the scriptures and any
ame which Christian% might assume for themselves-
Ve mnight take the naine of the best man in the
orld, and it would stand, not for enlargement,
it for the opposite. It would stand between us

nd the rest of God'& people, ehuitting us off in a
ivision by ouireel'-es, and indicating that wo were
ot as broad as aIl truth. We would bonor the
ame we 1had chosen by accepting the doctrines
aught by Him who wore it, and thus con6ning
ursolves te a part of aur rightful heritage. This
the eiicct of aIl the deroninatiunal nanes worni

y Christians They stand for divisions : and
ivisions always contract and diminish instoad of
nlarging. No denominational name is as broad

the naime disciple, or Christian, or saint, or
ild, or brother. And if ne would enjoy the
rgest freedom and the groatest possible de)velo-
ent and enrichment in Christ, we mut refuse
enominational names and the contractions fer
hich they stand, and wear onily the names given


