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NOTES OF A MISSIONARY TOUR
IN THE GATINEAU VALLEY.

BY ONE OF THE DEPUTATION, «

——

Mr. Eviror,~It was thought by ths
deputation appointed by the Ottawa Pros.
bytery to visit thoe Qongregations and M.
sion Siations in the Gatinean Valley, that
a few notsa of seeneg and incidents, and of
tho stato of our cause in this region, might
be of somo interest to yonr readers. This
was to be felt all the more probable, inas-
muen a5 the oharncter of the sountry and
the position of our pecple, though very sim.
ilar to what they ave in other and Iarge dis-
tricts of the Ollawa Presbytery, differ wide-
Iy in many respeots from other regions in
whioh Home Missionary work is condnot.
ed, and it is onpeolally to the feaiures in
which this region differa from others as a
mistion field that the attention of your
roaders is ealled in this commnnioation,

Wo shall first notioe the oharacter of the
country, for this effects our work in mo
slight degree, Tho Gatinean Valley is the
rogion of country through which the Gatin.
ean River, the Iargest tributary of the Ot.
{aws, flows, This river has ils sourse in
several apaall lakes in the most northerly
part of the Provinee of Quebeos. Its gener.
sl course in direotly south, though from the
nafure of the oountry through which it
flows, its way is of & very zig-zsg Jesorip.
tion, and it empties into the north side of the
Ollawa, & short distavce below the capital.
The aountry along its banks is wild aud
mountsainous, and has been, and still is, the
scene of extensive lumbering operations,
For this region the Mimionary deputation,
consisting of Revs. Massrs. Gordon, Oars.
well, and Farries st ont on Monday morn-
ing, Beptomber 10th, A bright san and a
eloudless sky gave prouise of fine weather.
The team was all that could be desired, and
the eonveyance comforiable. A delightfal
drive of three hours, through a beautiful
and pleluresque country, brought ns to
Wakefield, This village is sitaated on the
north side of a bold bend and wide swell in
the river, about twenty-two milos north of
the oity of Ottaws. Here we enjoyed the
hospitality of the Rev. Hugh Maguire and
his good lady. Aud after rest and vefresh.
ment, and joined by Mr. Maguire, who
was also one of the-deputation, we resumed
the journey. It was deemed wise to pro-
ceed directly to our most northerly station,
the Denert, before holding any meetings,
and with a drive of over seventy miles be.
fors us, we prepared ourselves to enjoy the
soenery. On leaving Wakefield, the sountry
becomes more wild and rugged, Through
deep gorges and oclefis in the rocks the
river at times pushes its way, at other
times, it oreeps along through the green
valleys which lie between the banks and
the hases of the granite hills. Iu theso
valloys the homes of the husbandman nestle,
surrounded by an area of oullivated land
whose extent is determined by the proxim.
ity of the river, on the nue hand, and of
the high, glaring, granite hil.s on the other,
At times the whesls of our oonveyance
sink deeply inlo the sand whish is formed
by the detritus of the vock, and the wash
of the river; at times we jclt over great
boulders, or rattle over the sheor rock up
the sloping sides, and over the rugged sum.
mits of the granite hilla, Butl even if your
space would admit of it, no general des.
oription could convey any adegunate idea of
this wondrous valley. Everywhere hills—
hills ribbed and dotted and crowued with
rooks of the old Laurentiau stratum—bills
blesk by uature, bat rendered still more
bleak by the desolatiug fires that have
swept over them—hills that are marked by
| the bare treen whoue life was amiiton and

desiroyed by the flmmes, but which stil)

stand, tke bleached sketokes of former
majesty and groatness—hills whose nahed-
neas is partinlly conoealed by the green un.
derwood thai struggles for life on their
rocky sides, and hills furrowed, and rent
and oloven by deep fissuves, and gloomy
gorges and yawning ohasms. As we pro-
eed, the same material is everywhers, and
svarywhere it assumes new ahapes and
forme, After a dusty ride of ssveral ours,
aad & considerable time after the shades
of the evening had gathered, woe reached
Aylwin, which is abont thirty miles north
of Wakefield. Here wo were most hospit.
sbly received ard entertnined by Mr. Hart-
lay, the efficient and genial manager of »
large farm ond depot belonging to the
Mroug lambering firm of Hamilion Bros.
Haze, also, wo met Mr. Hiram Robinson, the
Reteral businese agent aud manager of the
above fym, and who is also an efficlent elder
-0 Kwox Ohureh, Ottawa, whose frequeny
vislts to this region in years past, and now,
—-¢Eoreins & most bealihful infinemee upon
e inio,ad thihkndl ol ehrlstinnity

Early In the morning we bid our
kind hoet and hostees good-bye, and by
twelve o’clook, noon, wo roachod Bix Port-
ages, where wo enjoyed tho generous Loa.
pitality of Mr, BMeOQnlluwm, the energetic
mannger of a latgo farm and depot bolong.
ing to BEdwardg & Co. .3titl there are soven.
teon or eightesn miles to make before we
reach the Desert, at which pluce, after
a dusty drive under a broiling sun, wo ar-
arrived about five p.m, Hore wo wero
most hospitably entertained by Mrs. Camp.
bell, whose husband has had for many years
the managemont of the farm snd depot of
Hamliton Bros,, which are situated here,
but who was sbsent at the time of onr virit,
The Desert is nearly 100 miles due north of
the oity of Ottaws, and derives its name
from {he river whieh thore empties into the
Gatineau., Hore we found a villaga of con-
siderable sizs, a irading post of the Hudeon
Bay Company, and some large lumboring
depots. There i muoch of intorest connect
od with this place which space will not al-
low me to note. One seene, however, I
muaet rafor to. Behind the Roman Catho-
e Chuvoli, which is a magnificent building,
oosting somewhere about $27,000, thers
is a somewhat oonies)l granite mound of
considerable height, upon the sammit of
which stands & cross whose upright beam
ia about forty feet high, and whose oross
beam is about {wenty-five feet from point
to point. We hasten fo obtain a view from
this lofty point of observation. We siand
upon the snmmit of the roek; above us
towers the lofty cross, The scene which
burets upon our vielon is grandly sablime.
Far as the oye can renoh we look out rpon
a region, billowing with mountain penks.
that gleam with the golden splendonrs of
the sstting sun.,

Buf the honr of meeting is at hand, and
wo wend our way to the echurch. This,
we find, is & noat and comfortable building.
It is tho property of onr Church, The
fomilies that belong to us here are few in
number, though by far the most numerous
and influential of any Protestant denomin.
ation, Some are detained by neccssary
business, but in proportion to the number
of Presbytorians in the community, the
moesting is Iaxge. The Rov, T, Bronilletts,
the ordained missionary at the Desert, pro-
pldes, and two features mark the assemb.
ly :~—1st, the intelligent and earuest atten-
{ion of all, and 2ud, the presence of saveral
Indiane, who seem to bo deeply interestd
in the services. Some of these are rofugees
from Oka, others are enquirers after the
fruth among those who ocoupy the Resorve
in the looality. 'We wers informed by Mr,
Brouillette that those from the Reserve are
amongst the most intelligent and inflaen.
tial of the tribe located thers, and that
they had visited him o1 many ceoasions, o
make enquiries and receive instruetion,
Thera seoms to be good reason to believe
that » good work is in progress among
these dusky sons of the forest, and that
many of them ave turning their eyes to.
wards that better eun, the Sunn of Right.
eonspess.

But now we must notice the position of
our eause in this Valloy,—and, 1st. It is &
satisfaotion to know that in numbers and
inflaence, onr oause has the ascendanocy
over every other Protestant denomination
thst is vepresented in the Valley. 2ud.
'fhe members and adherents of our Chureh
hers are earnest, actlve, and loyal to our
oauge. They are willing and ready to do
their ntmost to maintain and extend the
interests of the Redesmer’s kingdom in
conneotion with our Chnrch. Many of
theom are from Scotland and the north of
Treland, and have beeu reared within the
fold of the Prosbyterian Churoh, and are
extremely desirous of having the Word
preaoked, and the ordinanoey administered
among them aceording to the faith and
praotice of our Church, But they labour
under great dissdvantages. They are beset
with diffienlties which, to s very large
dagree, ars anknown to the members and
adherents of our Ohursh in the mission
fields of Western Ontatio, or even in the
North-West. 1st. The ecouniry is not
generally  favourable to sgriculture.
Whilst there ars portions ihat are
vory feriile and produohve, these are
in some dogree like oases in the desert.
They ave surrounded by regions whose
hills and rocks bid defiance to the efforts of
the husbandman; as & comsequence tho
settlements aro at a considerable distance
from one auother, aud oannot, thersfore,
noite effciontly for the maivtenanee of
public worship.  3ad., The great mass of
the people are Irish or Fremch Rowan
Oatliolics, wilh sn ocscasional Protestant
{awily, and thereareatreiohesof many milss
along the Valley whish are wholly peopled
by Roman Oatholior, In consequence of
these two things our stations are in the
Srst plaee & long way apart.  For example
from Wakefteld to Aylwin, our firat Misslon

Btation to the porth, is about thirty miies.

The intervening country, sv far as & ttled,

Ie ocoupied almost entirely by Rowmsn

Catholios,  YWithin an aroa of saveral miv=

of Aylwin wo have thirty.six familles, The

Bix Portages, tho next siation to the norik,

ig nbout twenty-thrce miles from Aytwia,

Hero we havo a fow familles, some five or

gix, who are ald>d in asmo measuro by

other Protestant fumilies In maingaining

oocasional gerviovs, The Desert, tho next
station, is some sevonteen or eichieen miles

still farther nortb, Tho distance between

the stationa renders it extremely diffionlt
for thom to aid ono another; and, in the
rooond placs, from the fact that noarly allthe
arable land is already occupied by Roman

Oatholios, thero ia not the same prospoot

growth which stations in the Wost gencrally
apjoy., Convergions from Romauniem to
Protostantism though nol unknown in the
Valloy, ave extromely rare, and whilst the
earnest, active and progressive spirvit of
Protesiantisma may fairly be regarded as
move than a mateh for Romaunism in {he
atruggle for the poesession of the eoil, yet
the prospoots of rapid recessions to Protes-
{antism, in the Valley of the Qatinean, are
nob very ensouraging. Proaching Siations
in the weat, from oaused that are very ap.
parent, quickly pass through the interme.
diato state of supplemented ocougregations
to self-sustaining oharges.  Preaching
Stations in Quebso and the Upper Otltaws,
from the oauses above mentioned, remain
proaching stations or Mission Fields, with
liftle or vo marks of progress year after
yoar. And what is iruo of them is true aleo
of the supplemsnted congregations in the
same regions, They do not increase in
numbers and grow in wealth as the samo
olass do in the west, not becanse our people
here sre loss active, less loyal, less liberal,
but simply because tho character of the
country and of the mnss of the people, put
an jnsuperable barrier in the way of their
progrers,

What then is to be done? Abandon them?
Suroly the Church will not entertsin for a
moment such a thonght, Around the
weakes! ohild in the home the temderest
affeotions of the family clapter ; and shall
the Church abandon some of her ehildren
simply because thoy are woak and do nzot
grow a5 rapidly as some of her other child-
ren do? To adopt sieh & course would not
obly be a wrong to our people in these less
favoured distriots, but would also extinguish

the only lights whioh shine to show men
the way to the cross and to the orown in
the midst of the superstition and idolatry
which prevail in these regions. Bat still
the queation returns, what i3 to be done?
Is the Church always to bear the burden
of snpplying, in no emall degres, the means
to maintain the Gospel in these non.pro-
greesive regions? and fo do so even when
moro hopefal flalds are londly calling for
her aid? The members of the deputation
dieenesed this difioult question, and were
unanimously of opinion that the first and
second of the general recommendations
which the Home Mission Commitiee laid
before the Iast General Assembly indicate
the best practicable method of working ail
such fields, and there are many of them, as
ihat of the Gatinean Valley :—

I. #That Presbyteries should aim at
grouping Mission Stations in such & way
as may afford full employment for an active
minister, with a eonsiderable proportion of
the salary from the field in whioch he
labors.”

11, That the ealaries of suitable Mission.
aries, ascepting an ongagement for more
than one year, should be on s liberal seale
and not subjeot to the regulations affecting
supplementsd songregations.”

Thera can be no doubt but the policy in-
dioated in these recommendations is the
only one by which onr Chureh ocan vetain
its hold upon fields situated as thiais. And
hengs the deputation are of opinion that the
whols region north of the congregation of
‘Wakefield should bs united in one Mission
Field, with Aylwin, the Six Portages and
the Dasert, as the chief and central poinis
of operation, aud that aa ordained Mission.
ary should be placed over I{ fo give as
muck of his services to these and surronnd.
ing poinis as possible, and that for the
services of a zealous and faithful man a
liberal salary shouwld be givem. A largs
proportion of the salary of a faithfal man
oould be derived from this field, snd by
such a method the field eounld be held and
nnd our epuse extendod. Thelpoliey hither.
o adoptad in these fields of uniting in some
mensure the aupply of our people with
work among the French has mot besn ai
all antisfactory, and the froguent ehanges
of the Missionaries and often irregular
supply have besome o wearisomeness and &
souroe of Gissstisfaetion to the peopls.
From the meetings, which were ali large.
1y attended by intelligeat and earnest and.
jonoes, we turned away with a desp feeling

e e v yom

of radpens that we wers loaving that whole
regzion withont aby ane to break the Bread
of Life to the peopls, for Mr. Brouilotte
1oft & few daya atier onir vislt, an. withs the
hops and prayer that1l  Lard wounld speeds
Hy bring forth £ tan who would witl zeal
and love and faithfuloess labsur ameng
then,

THE LATE REV. ROBERT SCOTT*
FASTOL OF JANE STREET U. P.
CHUROH, NET YORK.

BY REV. DAVID MITCIELL, TORONTO,
Tidings of the snddon dnath, on 19th July
last, of tho Rov. Robert Seolt, ereated a pain-
ful feeling of surprico and loss in the hearts
of & large circle of bis frionds in Onnada.
It was only three abort yoavs sinoe that onr
Ohurcki pavied regrotfully with Mr. Seott, on
account of his baving eeen it to be bis duty
to accept the unanimeus coll of Jane strost
U. P. Cburoh in tho Qity of Now York,
Mr, Scolt was well »nd favorably known
throughout Canada. His nsme is frag ant
in moxe than one corner of the vineyard.
Ho was ordaived by the Presbytory of Ot
tawa in 1860, taking oharge in tho first fn-
stance of Pskenham. He was thence
tronslated to Oskville, Oat., and afterwards
to the parish of Oamlachie. In all these
places he labored ixnceasanily and with
marked ability and sucoese, In the last
mentioned, his ministry wng peculiarly
bleseed of God to the comfort of hia own
soul and the building up of the canse of his.
Mastor, Two new ohurches built under
his divecling and controlling care stand as
monuments of his work in Camlachie. He
spent some fourtcen yoars in all in thie
county, and in the year 1874 to
tho surprize of mauy he went forth {o the
groal oity to undertake & most dithoult and
unpromising Iabor. The church to which
Me, Seott was oalled is situated far down
town, and those who know New York will
appreciato what that means. In faol as
things go in that wealthy eity, there is room
for only two kinds of churches, those that
are rich and prosperous and those {hat are
too poor to ha other theu miasionary ep.
pendnages to tho aristoeratic econgrogations.
The middle olaes driven out of the ity by
exorbitant renis and miserable aecommo-
dations, thero is really no such thing as a
prosperous  workingmen's congregation.
But Mr. Soott sot himsoelf to the task of
building up a chureh in s district that had
been depleted of the very people who would
naturally come to it. If the Jane street
Church had beloenged to the General As-
sombly, and not to the U. P. body, and if
Mr. Boott Lud had the advantage of the
liberal feeling in music and otherwise which
pertains to the Ameriean Churoh, and 'to
"which he was mot in conseience opposed,
weo doubt not he wonld have had a wonder.
ful succese. We reason this from the sne.
cesa he had in a church that is not popular
with young people, and that was suffering
by reason of its looatlon. 'he membership
of Jane street grew very considerably dur.
ing Mr., Scott's ministry. From the first to
the last he was very much beloved by all
amongst whom he labored. He was ex-.
tremely modest ard unassuming, but he
was most winning in manner; full of rym-
patby for the afflicted and soffering ; most
faithful both in and out of the pulpit ; also,
goutle, kindly and possessed of genial hu.
mor: He was a good man and fall of the
Holy Ghost, and so succeeded in a loealily
in whioh men of great ability have failed,
The record of such & life oan only be known
in eternity, The memory of Mr, Soott in
New York will be long a blessed one.

The subject of tlis sketeh was a native
of Strathaven, in Lanarkshire, Sootland,
born in the year 1880, With an unele of
marlyr fame, and with the memories of
suffering for the trath that cluster around
that distriot, it is no wonder that Mr, Scott
early gave his heart to Ohrist and com.
menoed diligenily to prepare for the gospel
minietry. The Boottish stndent is often a
noble exampls of & sacrifieing spirit. While
atlending tlie University olasses, ha has too
frequontly to struggle for a living. Many
a minister wbo now adorns tho pulpit, bas
had to live on oatmenl, and with bardly
light or fire has had lo apend the chilly
hou.s of night over his Looks aud papere,
It is doubtless a glorious thing to lave to
say of yonng men that they esteam no
saorifioe t0o great to aoccomplish their noble
purpose ; but alae, the number of graves
which we have watohed as they received
their occupants from the rank and file of
stadent life! Mr. Soott was no exosplion
to the rule, but though studying under auch
diffoulties, he atood bigh in his classes, was
distingnished in metaphysies, and took a
good position generally in the couwse at
Glasgow University, He was licemsed by
the U, P, Presbylery of Glasgow in 1856,
aud thus we have o mourn his loss while

setin tie pad-t ol Lis yeao , when his oye
was nndimmed, avd whea Hs taients were
ut thoir best.

M. Moot Jeaves & aifr, two rons and o
deuchiton to mouen Lis len, Heo wie @
sirgularly affoctiovate huband and father
a# well a0 paster and feiepd ; ard while he
will be miesed from hin Preshytery by
brathion whe highly (st md Wim for his
work’s aoke; fr «1 the pr-toal s.ofefy in
which ho wa< Joved aund respectsd ) from
hia congregalion w whom hs ministored
contioually in the things of Christ,~his loss
will be etill more folt by his fanuly and
bocom frivnds, Aud we oluse by expross-
ing our sympathy and prayers, ond those
+1 o lutpe oirole of f-icnds in this country,
fur hier from whose side ho hies been called,
and for thelr desr children who have been
taugit by cheir beraavetont to look up to
the Father of the fatberlers tor help and
comfort,

Of our dear brether we may eay in those
beautital and tender Jines,

' Calm on the bosoni of thy God,
Falr spirit rest theo now;

Even while with us thy fooistops trod,
His senl was on thy brow,

Dust $o {ts narrow house beneath,
Boul to its homo on high!

They that have seen thy look In death
No more mey foar to dle.”

AN TNTERESTING FIELD.

List sutamer a peoulinr fleld oarae undex
the notics of the Students' Missionary
Soefely. A letter was addretsed to
the Presbytorian College requesting a
student to labor duing the summer
io Massawippi, .Q. Enquiries were made
which resulled in finding out that there
wore Univorsalists, Adventists, Free - Will
Baptists, oto., but no Presbyterians. How.
ever, it was decided upon to grant their
request, Mr. Russell wan chosen by the
gooiety {o labor in word snd doelrine in
Masgsawippi during the summer. When
he ronched there he was very warmly re.
oeived, for the peopls thought that they
invited one who could unite all denomin.
ations in love aud fellowship without inter.
fering with their peouliarities. In the
oourse of a few weeks $hey dizcovered that
Prosbyterians do not try to please men but
to sad forth in all its richness and folness
and distinctiveness the Glorious Gospel of
Josue, Adventism and Universalism took
offence at the old-fashioned way of preach.
ing the gospel, and considerable opposition
was manifested. But onr missionary did
his work faithfully by preaching on Sab.
bath, condueting prayer meetings daring
the week, and vlesiling from honase to house,
The divine power was aanifest.

On Babbath, 28:d ult.,, Rev. P, Lindsay,

of Sherbrooke, dispensed the Saorament of
the Lord’s Supper to thirty-ons in that
place,—aboul twenty of whom professed fo
belong to the Presbyterian Churoh of Mas-
sawippi.
* On the preceding day Mr. L. baptized
two adults. A great deal of interest is ap.
parent, snd we may bave confidence inthe
reaults when we know that there has been
no nnusal excitement. It has all been done
by the regnlar pastoral method. I men-
tion this beoanse so many young men think
thut the only way to sucseed in the mission
field is by * Revivalistio” effort and, the
tendency is to ignore the regular method
and over-estimate the jrregular.

The contributions have been liberal and
bear practioal testimony {o the work of
Grace. The people have shown their
sppreciation of Mr. Russel's services by
presenting him with aseveral handsome
predents,

Magsawippi is situated in & favorable lo.
oality in the emstern {ownships. Nature
bas done much for the benefit of the peo-
ple, but their Spiritusl wants have been
sadly negleoled. The sountry is bighly
picluresque, and the or is laden with rich
storss of health. Every Canadian traveller
should visit this part of the Dominion, and
the wrlist and poet wonld receive freab
inspiration from such lovely views of mature.
Tiet us hope and pray that the day is not
far distant when thousnnds of people in
the Eastern Townships shall rally round
the time honoured, divinely appointed
Banner of Presbyterinnism! A, C, M.

Sm———

AT a meeting of the Preebyiery of Mon.
treal held on the 2ud Oetober, the Rev,
Mv. Serimger oalled attentionto the faet
that deputatione were aprointed to visit
the congragations within the baunds of the
territory et apaxt for the wmaintenanes of
the Preabylerian College, Moutresl, with the
view of raiting fands sufficient to olear off
the debt on the ordinary fandof the sollege,
The Presbylery sheartily sommend this
maiter to the of ths songregatisns
within its bounds, and hope that the depu.
tations will ressive all nossible snsonrage.

menal and ald,
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