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I we now look far a Qlitle withinthe
house we will n2o, aspoeially in the sarlier
and humblor class, that all is very simple,
primitive and plain. Loug nails or pins
ara driven in the wall upon which tha
kitchon ntoneila aro hang. The fivo is on
tho ground, tho smoka eecapss na beat it
may throngh & chimuey, or mora literally,
# hole in the wall, oft lexcing ita imprass
on all within ere it exoapos, heneo David in
allasion to this, says: "I am like a bottls
in the emoko,” a loathern bottle hanging
on the wall, blackened and shrivelled.
While we read of aoal, this refers rather to
oharcoal than mineral cosl, forin the bet.
{or olass of hotres the yooms were warmed
in wintee by charcoal, while among others
wood was used both for heating and eook-
ing, avd to this Isainh eatirioally alludes
when he speaks of the idolator choosing &
troo, sud of one part he makes a god to
worehlp, and of the other ho makes a five
{0 warm himeelf or cook his victuals, Be-
sides those kinds of faol thore were the
# thorns” orackling under tho pot, and the
tgrass”’ that was oast into ¢he oven. Their
windows had no glass, but only Iattice
work, through whioh both light and air
were admitted, while in wintor $he cold
was kopt out either by voils over the win-
dows or by shutters with holesin them, Tho
floors wera frequently covered with mats,
rugs, or oarpets, and in the Jewish house
tho floors were always kept gorupulouely
olean. No one over dreamed of entering a
house with sandals or shoes on his fest,
and there tobaceo with all its unseemly et
celeras was utterly uakuown, henco it was
geldom nccessary either to sorub or sweep,
Tostead of ohairs there was a raised soat,
about a foot high and three feet broad
running all along the wall; ou this, gener.
slly covered with skin. or madt, the people
sit cross logged like tailors when oceasion
requires during the day; and on thers or
on tho floor with their onfer parment as a
eovering, espsoially in the colder weathor,
Ahey slopt during the night. Thoey generally
slept on hard beds either of mat, or skin,
snd had neither feather bed nor bedstead
such 8s we, 50 that the healed man conld
easily take up his bed and walk, Thetable
of ancient times was nothing bat a cireular
piece of leather or skin mpread out upon
the matted floor whioh served alike for
table and table-cloth ; near the edges wore
holes or hoops, through which a cora is
drawn, so that when the meal is sonoluded,
and what is left removed, it is drawn to.
gether by the cord and hung up like a bag
on the wall. The nearest approach to
what we call & table was a mers stool
placed in the centre of this leathern spread,
and its only ues was to hold the principal
dish or dishes, More frequently the dish
stood on the Jeather, and inetead of setling
plates as with us, thelr setting was simply
their round, soarse cakes, for thoy hnd not
the semblance nor even the skadow of
the crockery or the cookery which we have,
After the osptivily, however, higher tables
somewhat like ours wers not uncommon.
When the Persian practice of reclining at
meals was introduced, thier tables then
formed three sides of au oblong square.
These wore served from within, while all
around on the ontside were couches, on

whioh the guests reslined on their left side
or elbow, using chiefly, if not only, tho right
hand. This shows how the woman conld
oome bohind and wash the feot of Jesus
with her tears, and wips them with the
hair of her head, and also how * there was
leaning on Jesus’ bosom one of Hia dis-
ciples *’ at the saoramental supper. Such
& mode of eating is illustrative also of other
pasrages of soripture. Women were never
present at Jewich meals as guests. In
Syris, instead of knives and forks, tho
guests use their fingers, the dishes are
generally stews of rice, beanr, or craocksd
wheat, with soups and sanses as tho case
may be, in deep dishes or bowls, Instead
of spoons the bread which is thin in dipped
into tho dish,for all eat out of the same
dish. Thus Ruth dipped hor “morsel in
the vivegar,” and thus our Saviour “dipped
the sop " or morsel and gave it to Judae.
As their meat was cooked until it was ready
to fall to pieces, no knife or fork is noeded,
and even the most polite of tho gaests muy
bo seen teating up the best bits to hand to
his neighbour, or even pus them in hLis
month, Such being the case they woro
oarefal {o wash, both before and after eat.
ing. This was doue not as with ua,
but s servaut with a towel either over his
shoulder or around his loins poured water
onthe hands, and where there were no
sorvants the inmates did it ons for the
other. Thus our Lord “girded himoelf
with & fowel,” aud washed the disciples
feet, illusirative of the lesson he afterwards
teught. In the East the houses were
lighted with lanips, candles being then un.
known, and caudle and oandlestisk should
be tzansiated lamp and lampetand, Be-
sides olive oi!, pitsh wnd wax were used to
maintain the flawe, while sirips of eloth
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sonked in these anbsirnces oft supplied the
plnos of Isxups.  Many of there lamps wers
not wulike {n form, the mora primitive
onex of our gandmother's Yme. The
Iaraps of the Hsbrews burowd ull alghit i
their homes, sinco for the lamp ta go out,
or be put ont was ominons of evli, and on
this nonount tho poorest fa mily would deuy
themselvos food rather than ba without
thelr lamp; frequent alinsion is made $o
this in ecripture, auch as “tho lamp of the
wickad ahall bo put ont,” eto. It was ona-
tomary alno to oarry a vessel of oil In the
one hand and a lamp in the othor, as we
road in the parable ot the virgins, Of the
oarlicr eooking ufoneils of the Jaws, bui
littlathat is cortain or satisfactory I8 known,
and while we road of boiling, baking,
roasting, and frying, and whilo they had
the frying-pan and the pot for *hsir pottage,

yot of their sixe, shape, or material, exosed-

ingly little soeme to bo known, They had

alao pots of stone, or rather of stonewars,
aud thego wers oarried fall of watse by
femalos, someatimes on the head aund some-
times on tho shoulder. Oue of the carliest
and most nseful domoestle artioles was the

bottle, not made of glass as ours, but by
stripping off the skin of a lamb, kid or goat,

without ripping if, all the openings being

sewed up exoopt the neok, through which
tho Hquor was to bo received and discharged,
and which was fastened by a string like a
bag, In such is onrried wator, milk, or
wine, whioh is kept more fresh and swoot
than in any other way., When these bot-
tlegare old they become hard and aro easily
buarst by any undue pressure from within;

for this reason new wine ia not pat in old
bottles, because as the wiao formented
they would not stretch and in consequence
wonld burst. A no less early and indes.
pensible artiole is the hand-mill. In the

firat ages it appears that people parched or
roasted their grain and thus ate it, s prac.

tice which was long continued; sabsequently
they bruised it in a mortar, aud in the

timeofthemanna in the wildernesa both the
mill and the mortar wers nsed. The mill-

stones rosembled in shape and size two
ordinary grindstones plased one above the
other, while the lower ono was siationary
tho upper one was driven rapidly round

by a wooden haundle fixed upright in a hole
near tho oircumferoncs, and in the centro
another and a larger hole rooelives
the grain to be gronnd. As in the lime of
our Liord, so now, “{wo womon " grind at
the mill; they sit opposite each other on
the ground, and while eash has hold of the
handle with the one hand, driviug rapidly

the stone, with the other the grain is fod
into the stones. It is & tedionsand fatiga.
ing oparation, yet as one of the housshold
dutien it devolves upon the women. They
are up and at it by break of day, as it is
well known that they requite to bake every
day, and they generally grind their meal
as it i wanted, lightening their Iabonr with
song, the whole prosess being promotive of

thrift, health, and happiness. The grind-

ing at the mill was often imposed on oap.

tives takon in war, as was the oaso of Sam-
son, These mills resemblod the old Seot-
tish quern which was antil Iately, if
ntot still, in use in some parts of the High-
Jands. As the mill was essential to the
welfare of every family it was forbidden to
take the upper or the nether mill-stone for
& pledgo. These stones were evidently
vory hard, for to be “hard asthe nether
mill-stone ” implied hardness itsslf. In
tlo east grain is ground every morning, and
ero twenty minates elapse from the com-

mencemont of the operation it is baked into
bread. For this purpose they had their
kneading-troughs, not indesd the cumber-

soms utensils to whiok we give the same

name, but simply as some sappose, com-

paratively small woodeu disnes similar to

those of thomodern Arabs, who after knead-
ing {heir dough in thom make use of them

as dishes out of whiok they eat their vie-

tuals. Others suppose that the knoading
was done upon 4 oirvenlar pieos of leather
suoh as is now used in Poraia, and thus the
Israolites in their doparture from Egypt
could easily roll up thoir dough in these and

carry it with thom, for wo road that in their
hurry and dread “the people took their

dough belore it wss leavenod, their knead-

ing troughs being bound up in their olothes

upon their shouldera, The loavened bread

wagmalo ronad and about an ineh thick,

not like our loaves but rather like what

wo call scones. Tho unleavened bread was
quite thin and was brokea whon used, not

out, They had various modes of baking
their bread. We read that Sarah made
“aakos upon the hearth,” which was done
by kindliug a fire either upon the bare
hearth, or npon a ecircle of small stones,
until sufficiently heaied, and theroen tho

dough was laid, and then being overlaid
with hot ashes and coals was soon baked.

Elijali, too spasks of & oake * baked on the
oonls,” and probably in a somewhat similar
way. Auother mode of baking was by
raeans of an earthenware pot in which Are
isput to heat it, and when sufficiently heat.
ed the dough is thinly apread on the ogt.
side and almost immedintely baked. The
bread made in this way 34 sweel, clean, and
white, The oven to which our Tioed refers
when Hespeaks of the grass being ¢! st
info the oven,” was a round hole in the

oarth into whiok stones nre first put and &

s ey cmenal

fira fa kindled thocoon with dried graes or
other horbage, and when hented sndioiently
the ashos ave romoved, the bread placed
upon the stones, and the reouth caversd np
until tho process was comploted. While
bread was promised and water mado sure,
yot wells had to ba dug. To thoss days
thoy had no puwps, and in oconssquence
the water wap obinined in various wayes.
Whon the woll was not very deep they
won{ down fo the wator by a flight of steps
88 is rometimes still zoen in some of the
older wolls in Sootlaud, but when wolla
woro decp it was oommon fo draw the
water with a swing-pole and buoket, as was
usteal in this oountry in the olden time, and
{s still oustomary in tho Bzst at the prosont
day. The Jewswere forbidden to cook any
victuals on tho Sabbath, and in the time of
onr Lord thoy did not eat thelr breakfaet
till botwson nine and ton o’clock, as in
Scotland still nine o'clock is tho meohanis’s
breakfast hour, working genorally throe
honra before it, aud commenoing their
foremoon's werk at ten. Among the Jews
tho dinner was bnt s light meel or lnneh of
fruit, milk, cheeso, and seimilar simple
articles of food which wors partaken of
about eloven o'clock ; their prineipal meal
wag supper, honce a supper among the
Jews was of somowhat similar importance
as a dinner is pmong us, and henoe graat
fersts and enterlainments were always
provided in the ovening; they were sup.
spera. Beforo nnd aftor moeals it was
customary not only to wash the hands, but
what was of still move importance, before
and aftor each meal a short prayer or tribute
of thanks was offered to God, at onee
aoknowledging his goodness in giving and
seeking his blessing with the gift. Oar
Saviour also did so, and doubtless this
geemly and sacred oustom was handed
down from the earliest times, a eustom,
alike honouring to God and henefieial to
man,

LETTER FROM INDIA.

Editor BRITISE AMERICAN PRRIBYTRERIAN

My Dxar 8z,~1It may prove interesting
to your readers, and the Ohurch generally,
to hear a little of our doiugs and prospests
for miseion work in Central India. We do
not desire to burden your pages with any
desoription of our eea voyage. Such de-
soriptions, however intoresting to immaedi-
ate frionds, have but little interest to the
public genexally in these days of iravel and
traffic on the highway of tho seas, Our
journoy on the wholo was quiot and calm.
We were muoh oheered and profited by
the companionship of twelve missionaries
all bound for India, Six of them were re-
turving to their fields of labor. We had
regular services on boardthe 8. 8, Buropa.
In connection with them the Lord gave us
manifestailons of His gracious presence,
and they proved a blessing to several of our
fellow-passengers. Our nerviess coneluded
with the observanee of the eommunion
femst, in whieh all the Christians on board
united,

Wo reached Bombay on the 22ud of Da.
cember. The Rev. A. Stothert, suseessor
to the Iamented Dr. Wilson in the Froe
Church Institution, came on board and gavo
the reprosentative of the Canadlan Church
& moat hearly and glad welcome to the
mission field in Indis, We met with just
88 warm a reception frota Rev. D. MoPher.
gon, of the Churoh of Sootland. On Christ.
mas Sabbath we preached in 8t. Andrew's
in the morning, and the Free Church in
the ovening, Both churohes are elegant,
and the congregations good, eomposed
chiefly of Europeans and Enrasians, Hav-
ing completed our business, we set out
oarly in the woek for the oity of Allahabad,
Hero we racoived a like weloome frem . the
brethren of the Amerioan Presbytorian

Church on the morning of the
29th. We suffered muoh from oold
during the two nights we spent

on the train in passing through the
Contral Provinces. We weroe soon, howover,
settled in the Jumuna Mission Houss, and
had the pleasure of meeting sovoral devote
od Presbyterian missionaries, and among
them the venerablo Dr. Warren, who isnow
I believe lying at the point of death from
ropeated attacks of heart disense. Nono
were more glad to goe us than our own lady
missionaries, MissesRoger andFairwenther,
Although muoh attached to their former
work, tney were dolighted with the proa.
peot of soon entering upon Canadian mis.
sion work proper, Miss Roger hassaffered
from exposure to the sun during the iast
hot season. The changs, however, to the
more moderate climate of Indore will be
much in her favor.

Various reporis were ourrent in Bombay
that Holker would not allow street preach.
ing in hiscity. Indeed we received a lot.
ter from a certain quarterto that effect, It
has sinoe proved to be an evident attempt
of tho High Ohurch party to turn us aside
from our purpose for reasons which we
will at some falure time explain. These
reporls, we are thankfal to atate, have
peoved baseless, but for the time being they
gnve usnot a litile anxiety.

for » tour of inspesiion, and delermined to
put the whole matier fo the test. The Al

lahabad mimion offered o lend me one of

We immediately se$-about negotiations:

their mos. clever and experionsed oatechiats
for two months. The Rev, J. I, Haloowb
offered to nosorupany me with his catechlat.
Proparations wera tuade, aud tont scoom.
modations seeared, but i was wvidont we
oould not set out $ill after the oxoitoment
of the great darbar, or proclamation of tho
Queon’s itlo at Dolhf was past. In ths
meantime we wore fally osenpied with the
study of the langnage, and a daily sttend.
anos on the mission services at the
Melrl, where the Hindoos annually assem.
ble to wash their sins away by bathlng at
the junction of the river Jawma with the
Gangss, Agi iny astwenty-five thoneand
poople have been known to visit this place
in a mngle day, snd tho bathing period
lasts for two woeks. Thore is special merit
in shaving the head nt this porlod, and
dlacks of human hair may be eesn on tho
banles of the river. This is afterwardseold
to British merchanta by the ton. It is sin.
corefy to be hoped that none ofit Is dlsplay-
ed in the Ohristinn congregations of Canada.
Here wo hiad the daily opportunity of wit-
nessing Hindooism in all its wildest oxtra-
vaganosd, ‘Tho people are mad upon this
idolatry. It was a busy eonson for all tho
mission assosintions, aud a golden oppor-
tunity of sending tha Gospel into distant
places a8 pilgrims oame frem hundreds of
wiles around. On the Babbath we did daty
in the oity ohurches.

On tho ovening of tho 19th January we
eet out for Contral India, a part of the em.
pire concerning which very little is known
eithor in Bombay or Allahabad by mission
civoles. It was & time of most serfons
thought to me in view of all that was
depending upon the result, Oar prayer
wag: “If thy prasence go not up with us,
carryus notup hence.,” Wo were much
strengthened by the assurance that many
of God's dear children in Oanada, in Edin-
burgh, Liverpool and Liondon wero exer-
cised in prayer to the Living God on our
bohaslf,

On otir way down the valley of Nerbud.
da we visited several towns of considerable
size and fmportance, such as Halangabad,
Hoodali and Khaudwah, in which places
gervices were held as we had opportunity,
and gonerally got a pationt hearing. These

plroes, however interesting and ne-
oessitous, were not gsuitablo for a
mission contro such as we  desire

to occupy. This valley is one of the finest
whent growing countries in the whole Em.
pire, Beautiful wheat crops wera to be seen
a8 far as the eya conld reach to the base of
the Vindhyn Mountains on the one hand,
and to the Saulpoona on the other. Enor-
mous quantitios of excellent wheat were
piled up in bags at every railway station—
from 9,000 to 80,000 bags at each place, all
waiting tobe conveyed to the famine distriet
in the south-west.

On the morning of the 28rd we were on our
way for Mhow by Holkar's Narrow Guage
Railway, running up & heavy grade to
Choral Ghoroke, atthe base of the Vindhyn,
Hore is the terminus at pressnt. The tray-
elling of these Ghauts, though nearly com-
pleted, willnot be formsally opened till
June next ; thus there will bs railway oom.
munication from Bombay to Rajputana.
It now rune ag far as Neemueh, and when
completed to Jaypoor we will have direct
comcaunieation to Oashmere. This will
then besome the great highway of travel
from the north-east to the seachore, The
opening of this line will greatly onhanee the
value of Holkar's State, and open the whole
interior, The mode of conveyanoce from
Choral to Mhow is by bullock tonga—a dis.
tance of twenty miles. Tha mountain
sconery was very interesting, and the Gov-
ernmont rosd ras exoollent. So wa passed
through this home of the tiger without
alarm or danger, and resshed Mhow the
same night. Hero my lettors of introdue-
tlon did us good service. Major Van Hoy-
theyson warmly received us in the name
of tho Liord, declaring that we wers thean-
&wer to his many prayers. He was brought
to the knowledge of the truth during
Moody's visit toLiondon, Himself, his lady,
and daughtor are eminantly Christians, fall
of zesl and love.

On the evening of the 25th wo entored
the city of Indore. The dream vanished in
the prosence of stern reality, and it was an
evoning of deop emotion to me. It was a
golernn thought—a lone missionary in a
heathen city of 70,000 inhabitants, but
when God holds us by the right hend, His
own right of power is froe to exeoute his
will, and ministor uato us. How precions
the truth beoomes in snoh oiroumstances.
Wesoon made the aoguaintance of the En.
ropean Banker, & native of Dundee, Scot-
land, and a Presbyterian. Through him we
effooted ar arravgement with the Civil Engi.
neer for roome in the * Pablie Works De-
pariment.” It was to us a striking pro-
videnos that the vory day we entered the
Executive Eugineer ahould be packing up
for & two years' leave in Europe. Thus
the Lord, thanks bo o His name, had
prepared the way before us, and appoint.
od the place of our habitation. Iiers we
have seoared accommodation also for the
Indies. The eompartments are small, but
comlortable, -

Our catechist prenches every day in the

cily, and frequently standing in the shade

of Holkor's Palaos with a orowd of pas
tiont heavors around listening, most of
them for the first tims, to the avorlavting
Goapel of the Blassod God. The paople
buy ont books and tracts aost willingly,
We have disposed of one box alroady, and
have got » frosh snpply. Soveral of the
Babni in Government employ have onlleg
on me snd expressed thelr good wishes,
Prinos Wuhlduddin, at presout rosidont
Lere, has sont me word that ho intondg
to oall, and express bis g-od wishes. Wg
have msny matters of interesting Jotai]
which wo resorve for a further eommuni.
eation. Our ideas of the climate are fullp
roalized. Iivery Eabbath wo are preachs
in Mhow fo the Presbyterians of the 17th
Regiment who wera long stationed in To-
ronto. They gave a good report of omr
land to tho people hero. Missos Rogor snd
Faieweathor I oxpsol here noxt woel,
The prospect for their work is also en

_souraging,

Lot the Christinns of the Dominion
daily commit this infant Mission to God
in belisving prayer, and Ho will assuredly
magnify His great name in tho sight of
tho heathon. Yours moest sincerely,

Jaues M. Douaras.

Central India, Indore, Feb. 28, 1877,

At Home.

Roligion at home is more presions than
at church, or in tho world, Every day
each family should worship as regularly
as they eat. Have they time to eat? Lt
the soul bave food, Open the Bibls and
have God talk fo the family ; pray and
praies in song, aud on bended kuees ask
mercles. A family without work is s do.
tnestic orphanage, and a school of unbelief,
sensuality, and ein. Without spiritual life
at bome, it will be wholly Iacking or ex.
osedingly $bin abroad. Obildren will grow
u}: Chrislless 3 phyaical objeots and carnsl
life will absorb attention and engross affec-
tion. 'With pure, sincere, tender religion
at home, children will begin to be Ohris.
tians 80 soon as they learn of the Saviour's
love, aud never know rebellion. Why
should the offepring of saints be for one
moment exposed {o eondsmnation?
Wby should they not know the Baviour so
goon a8 they know sin? Generally the
willif Ohriat is honoured at the family al-
tar. But Ho is not honoured. Thousands
uﬁon . thousands of ohurch members live
like infidels at home, The Bible is
uoread, prafses never sung, prayer
never heard, Oan they not read ? Wﬁ
not lot God spesk to them out of
word? Can  they not pray? The
Lord's prayer can at least be repeated in
concert. Is there no time? It will save
time to take oounsel of God. Xt is waste
of time and wasto of life to ignore God.
Wo can have no real home without Him.
It raquires & Heavenly Father as well ag
earthly parsnis to make s awset, healtuful,
abeolate home.—Bantist Union,

Bandone Readings,

p iDu:‘) not forget the loving eharacter of
aith,

Hary is but the eonsnmmation of im.
penitenoy.

My dear hearers, God's threatenings are
God’s doinge.

Tae work of Jesus wonld be nothing if
it did not rest upon His Godhead.

WHEN 5 man hes his heart opened he
will never quarrel with God's soversignty.

‘WHERE is the nentral ground? If you
krow whero it is, the Bible knows it not |

To be assured of our salvation is no ar-
rogant stontness, it is_ our faith, It is no
presumption ; it is God’s promise. It is no
pride; it is devotion.—Auguastine.

Ir you are led in simple faith to put your
ocause into the bands of this Counsellor, it
proves that Ho is your sniety—~that He has
paid your debt.

Love is its own perennial fount of
etrength, The strength of affeotion is &
groof not of the worthiness of the object;

ut of the largeness of the sounl which loves,
—Rowland Hill.

TaE children of God desire to walk with
God. If you are expecting salvation any
other wav, the Lord will give yon grace o
60 the end of your way.
it is the bottomless mt.

Toovan deop humility is always tho best
clothing for the Lord’s paople, yet, thera is
a senee in which they onn depreciate the
work of the spirit witkin them, and think
lightly of what Ho has done.

Hg who blames othors the moat, is usually
the most to bo blamed. A qulck eye to
detool the faults of another Liag usnully a
blind side to its own. A sharp tongue is
moved by an unquistepirit, and an uvquiet
spirit wantsth not words and eomplaininge.

BacksLiniNG i8 gonerally gradual—like
the ebbing tide, wave after wave broaks
upon the shore at appavently the same
point, and it seems iwrpossiblo to tell, by
any two oy three separate waves, whethier
it is the obb or flow ; hut wateh a fow mo.
ments, and the outgoing wators scon tell
their own fale,

Praven is tho rustling of the wings of
the augels that are on their way bringin
us the boons of heaven, Even sa & clon
foreshadowoeth rain, so prayer foresliadow.
oth the blessing; even as the grsen blade
is the beﬁinnin of the harvest, 8o is prayer
the propheoy of the blessing that is about
to come.—S8purgeon.

Tre hope and wafety of the Ohureh,
humasnly speaking, are found evermors in
its humble praying men and women. It
is surprising to observe how its vagaries,
follien and heresiss are lsd off by its ac-
oredited leaders, its men of note and ame
bitlon. The process is contintal. Stoh
lapses crsate aripple wad & fomn immdi

Going onwards,
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ootifee, tb;‘dﬁhb! the  faith A

love of the i “ﬁﬂ“{:f ts unknowa

but flthfol prayiny memberr,




