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THE 8TUDY OF THE SORIPTURES.

Thore is at the present moment a groat
deal of excitement over the oase of the Rev,
D. J. MacDaonnell. The discussion upon
the point that has been raired increasea
iu volume from day to day. New devolop.
mentson the mattorinvolved are constantly
oconring. Thereligions and seoular press
are throwing open thoir columns to the
fullest disouseion on tho svbjeot of the
controversy. It is oharacteristio of the
pulpit of the day, that the clergy of the
various ohurches, are earnestly considoring
the collateral aspeota of the case, such as
liberly of conscience, the uses of orceds
and confossions, the right of private judg.
ment, and the duty of appealing to the
Seriptures for tho solution of doubts and
diffioulties. ‘Whatevor may be said as to
what evila may have arisen from the dis-
cussion in which we are involved, we feol
it our duty to say that no real harm can
be done to the Truth, On the contrary, it
may be that the coniroversy will lead us
all toa devout and earnest study of our
oreeds and oconfessions, and a moro
thorough appreciation of the Word of God.
The Confession of Faith can well afford to
be critically examined. It is aremarkable
doocument both as to its logical structure,
and its marvellous adaptation of Scriptural
language. What is wanted most of sll, is
that people may become thoreughly ac.
quainted with it. And so of Seripture
itself. If the controversy lead to a more
thorough study of the Bible, if the Book
rogain once more its place in the study, in
the family cirole, in the Sabbath Schools,
and the colleges, it will indeed be a caunse
of gratitude amongst all who have the
cause of religion at heart. It is not for us
to foar discugsion and enquiry. 'Woe believe
that all things work together for good, and

t will be n reason for rejoicing, if after the
present excitement is over, men turn with
eager intevest and keen delight to the con-
stant study of tho Gospelof Christ. There
ismore reason to foar the negleot of Serip.
ture than earnest and animated discussions
as to its moaning,

The Bible is indeed & most wonderful
book. Mover was there a volume that has
been so fiercely attacked. It has been
assailed by infidels and sceptice, and yet it
stands its ground. Every year witnesses
its advancing circulation. Not a day passes
thmt does not give evidence of its controlling
power. Were there not somsething in
the Bible that is exeeptional, it would have
been consigned to oblivion long ago, But
while all this will bo a.knowledged, by
some intelligently and by many more a1 a
matter of wonder, there is a popular idea
abroad that it is simply a religious book,
bat that it has no claims to be considered
a8 & work of literary power. It were al-
most sufliciont fo say in answer to this,
that no other book has so moulded the
English language. Ourvernacular is richly
freighted with Scriptural expressions and
illustrations. Even those who affect to
despise it, are found unconsciously using it
in their every-day couveraation. But this
even is nothing as compared with other
considerations. As a book in which the
Divine Being in His atiributes and works,
the relation of man to his Creator, and the
hope of immortality whiclt inspires the
human breast, nro clothed in appropriate
language, it stands alone. In its philoso-
phy, it rivals the works of Socrates and
Plata. As o bistory, away from nil relig.
ous covsiderations, 1t will always be highly
esteomed by schiolars. It is the history of
civilization, It is tho history of the deal-
ings of provilenco with men. It ig
preeminontly valuable as u book of juris.
pradence, formshing as it does all the
principles of yustice and liberty, which have
found expressiou in the codes of nations,
The Bible it brimful of most mterosting
biographios, fiom these of the patriarchs,
of the exiled Joseph, of Moses the great
lender, of Elijah the reuowned prophet, of
David aud Solomon, who 1uvested the
throno with a most dazzling splendor, to
those of Jesus Christ and Iis Apostles,
who must bo accepted as at least distin.
guished reformers of their age and nation,
And if wo & derervdly esteem th:o whtings
of Shakespeare and Barnsand Wordswo. th,
a8 givioy special gratification to the puot-
ical taste, what shall we say in its huwman

aspect of the noble p--'ry of tho B.blo?i

Werze ever such poe.ss peonn-d rs those

concerning ‘the eceatien fn e bk of

Genasir, or thoss eoncerning providenae in
aluost every page of Soripture, or those
rogardiog salvation in the Gospols and
Bpistles, Fhio Rible fa a book of escred
| bymnoloey far ontrivalling the works of
medorn nataes, who have shown o spocinl
gemus in this divection, The Psalms of
; David and the Senes of Moses, Hunnah,
i Mary and . uobiring, and even lot us say
of Pau, sre tho most precions logacy
which wo Lave inherited for giving expres-
! sion to the triumphs of fuith, to the daties
of reqignation, gud to the hopes of fmwnor-
itality  And we have onl» to turn to the
propleetes of Iseiah, Jereuoah and Eekiel,
to find specimens of the highest hiterary
oulturs, and of the loftiest genus.

Theee things we mention that if possible
we may lead romsa ta an  earnest peruenl
and constant study of these Soriptures,
That they aro sadly negleeted is svident
on all handa, That they are teo readily
Iaid aside for the newspaper, the wurk cf
fiction or yomance, is paintully manitest.
The Word of God is not prized universally
arit vughtto be, sven {romn a consideration
of its human qualities. And whon we
regard the book as a rovelation to man of
the Divine Will, it will surely be folt that
it is muoh nud eadly neglected. At the
same time wo delight to think of the vast
number who are daily living upon ite truths
who value the Biblo more than any other
book, moro than life itsolf, and in whoso
closots and homes it commands a promin-
ent place. And wo take muoh courage
from  considering the onlarged and
more enlightoned study of the Scriptures,
in our Sunday Schools and ministers’
clnsses, and whioh has been so largely
fostered and developed by the International
sorics of lessons now in use, Meanwhile
lot us hope that men will go to their Bibles
to discovor for themselves, whether this or
that doctrine be of God,

AT n recent meeting of Plymouth Charch
(H. W. Boecher's), Mr. Bowen proposed
to confide all his important and mysterious
secrets, regarding his pastor, to Rev. W.
M. Taylor, D.D., minister of the New
York Congregational Tabernacle. Dr.
Taylor was asked to pronounce his opinion
upon the case a8 referred to him. Was
ever folly like this? Substituting con.
fessionals and private judgments for a
thorough, legal investigation of the case.
The answer of Dr. Taylor to the request to
be father.confessor, is just what we expeot-
ed; The doetor positively declines. He
does not want to be the depository of the
slum and f2*h of Brooklyn. He declines
to give an opinion in such circumstances.
All this shows the necessity there is for a
proper ecclesiastical investigation. The
cage will never be seftled without it. Dr.
Taylor does not desire to ¢ake the place of
the Ecclesiastioal Court, and wisely sug-
gests that a mutual council should be
called,

Alinisters and Cheches. 7

Tre Rev. Mr. Inglis, Ay, has removed
into the new * manse,” lately erceted by
the Stanley Street Chureh congregation,

THE Rev. John M., MelIntyre, having ac-
cepted the call of Kuox Church, Harriston
and Cotswold, was inducted at an adjourn-
ed meeting of the Presbytery of Saugeen on
Wednesday.

Tue Presbyterian Chureh, Wroxter, is
nndergoing & process of repair, and is being
put in thoroughly good order. In the
meantime the congregation will meet in
the Wesleyan Methodist chapel,

Tue London .Iderrtrser says:—* Dr.
| Campheli, of this city, who has condueted
! divine serviees for some time past in the
Presbyterian Chareh, South Delaware, has
been presented with a purse containing
i twenty dollars.  Mr. Robert Scott repre-
| sented the congregation.

Tis Guelph Mercury saysi— A juint

committee has been formed, consisting of

[ hiree me mbers of sach of the Presbyterian
% Chutches in town, for the prapose of taking
@ e neral suporvision of I'resbyterian Sab-
{ bath School work in Guelph and vicinity,
P Do MeCrae i, chairnan of the com-
; mittee.”

% We understand that the new congrea-
Prion ot Bineofield, and the congregation at
Lodgerville  formerly presided uver by
Rev. Mr. Logie, hate each moderated 1w a
peall to Reve Themas Thompson, of Duti's
| Chareh, MeRillop.  Thi+ marked appreeia-
! tian of hi< abilitics and Christian earnest-
ne-s st be most gratifying and eltconurag-
g to Mr. Thonupson himself, and pleasing
to hiv many friends,

Tae  Stratford H ral  says:—* We

notice by our Guelph exchanges that a eon-
crezational meeting in Knox Chureh in
that town held for the purpeso of deciding
o1 anecentor, for which offics candidates
t has: been heard for some time, the choce
o M. AL Canupliell Black, lately pre.
+el o in St Andrew’s Chureh liere.  Mr.
 Blieh an exeellent loader of pealmody
Wl 2 good taacher of mausics and wo eoe
uintilate the eon@esation «f Knoy Chinreh,
G LT sl i el e

Tur induction of the Rev. Robt. Hark-
ue-4, probationer, Inte of Seotlind, took
pluaco at Maxwell, township of Osprey, ‘The
Rev. John MeAlmon ot Markdale, presid-
od and preached o very excellent and ap-
piopriate sermon fiom 1 Cor. v 21 “So
tim that ve iy obtain.”  The attendancs
was pot 40 Tage ro noght have leen ex-
pected, bat this ne doubt was owing to the
very aainy weather mud the bal roads
Tho Rev. Mr, Qrecg, of Orchardsille, con-
ducted the induction s rvives, nnd address-
ed both the minister mul the congregation
01 g very mmstruetive and dtective mauner
[t 1» heped that Mr. Hurhness will bo
almndantly blexsed in his labowix m this
portion of tho Mastars vineyudi—~Con.

Tue: Rov. James Fleck, Second Armagh,
has aceepted 8 enll frorn Knox Chureh,
Montreal, The Preebytery of Armagh, at
its meeting on Pucsday last, rolensed Mr.
Fleck from the pastoral charge of the con-
gregatlon over which he has had the
oversight for the last seven years, The
raembers of Presbytory spoke in the highest
terma of Mr. Fleck, and oxprossed deep re-
gret at parting with him as did also tho
represeniatives of his congregation present
at tho meoting, Mr, Fleck is a native of
Broughshane, a district which has given to
the Fresbyterian Chureh not a few nble
and earnest ministers, Ho is & young man
of highest promise, and loved and admired
by all who know him., Wo wish him God
spood in the new ephere of labour to which
he has been called,.—Irish Paper.

ON Thursday, the 27th ultimo, the Rev.
R. J. Craig, M.A., was ordained over the
Presbytorian Congrogation at Mill Point.
The Rev. Mr. MaoMeohan, of Pieton, open-
od with the usual devotional exercices, and
preached an appropriate sermon, taking
for his text, Rev, xiv. 6, The Rev.T. G.
Smith, of Kingston, as Moderator, put the
prescribed questions to the oandidate,
which, being answered satisfactorily, he
was solemuly set apart to the sacred office
of the Ministry, and by laying on of hands
of the Presbytery. In the evening a very
successful soiree was held in the Town Hall
to welcome the new Pastor. Addresses
were given by Revds. MacMechan, Craig,
Smith and Young, and music furniched by
an efficient choir, The meeting passed off
very pleasantly, and we congratulate Mr.,
Craig on his anspicious beginning,

AT o meeting of the Union Congregation,
Lancaster, held in MeRao's Hall, Laucaster,
on the 8th inst.,, John MeLennan, Esq., in
the chair. It was resolved and unanim®
oasly ngreed to, that the building of 2 chwreh
and mause be proceeded with at once. A
committee of nine, consisting of the follow-
ing :—A. McLennan, chairman; A. B.Me-
Lemnan, D. McLennan, D, Fraser, John
McKenzie, R. Cameron, R. McDougall, and
A, Dingwall, was chosen, with full power
to solicit subseriptions, determino the char-
acter of the building, and comploto the
work with as little delay as possible. A
subscription list was opened, hoaded by the
chairman with $500, followed by many
others at respeetable distances, soon
amounted to a considerable smn. It was
then agreed that proper steps be taken to
dispose of n certain property now held by
the United congregation, to be invested in
4 new manse, the ladics nssuming the re-
sponsibility of a bLalanee. Chureh and
wanse to be completed on or before the end
of December. The tone and temper of the
congregation  evinces  earnestness and
unanimity.  We wish this congregation so
happily launched 2 prosperous voyage.

A revival has been going on in the Pres-
byterian Church, Dresden, for the past few
weeks, A good work has been done. The
Rev. David Cameron, of St. James® Pres-
byterian Chureh, London, preached in the
Church on the cvenings of Wednesday,
Thursday, and Friday, last weck, and the
large audience which attended, espeeially
on the last night of his services, the Chureh
being full, gave alumdant ovidence of the
spiritual feeling at present pervading the
congregation. Our caunse was only es-
tablished in Dresden o little over two years
ago, and though there were then no less
than seven other churches in the place, the
Pre<byterians have gradually increased and
are ~till inereasing. My, Alison whe is in
charge of the Chwch, has every reason to
feel encouraged with tho growth of the con-
gregation, and the unaniwity and harmony
existing amongst the people, and between
them and himself. The amount subseribed
this year towards the “Home Mission
TFuand ” from this congregation, was nearly
three times that of Just year. A handsome
Int of ground, in rear of the Church build-
g, was recently purchased by Hugh
Currie, Esq.. of Dresden and Detroit, and
presented, the other evening, to the congre-
gation, for the purpose of building a manse.
This gentleman hnas by this, and other
liberality, shewn lumeclf a sincere friend to
the Churclt. He is Chairman of the Board
of Management.—Cuay.

“

Tur Presbyterians of Dublin, Ircland,

are about to lnuld a Church Instituto and
Hall, at a cost of 22u,um0,

During last year 700 men wero employ-
ed in the restoration aud completion of the
Cathedral of Colaone, begun ju the year

.-
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Book Beviews,

BxeTcirs or Inpiaxy Live axn Travey,
By Mre. Murray Mitohell : Nelon o
Sons, London,

Few 1ore charming Looks have everbeen
publigkied in the interoat of Missions than
Mre. Murray Mitohell's * Sketohes of In-
dian Life and Travel.,” Wiule mueh hns
boen writton about India, especially of Iate,
wo have, a3 Dr. Mitcholl observes in his
editorial preface, “not many books about
Indin written by ladies,” and the prosont
one ooutains much information whioh could
hardly have been given by a male wnter,
which will bo foand deeply interesting by
all who ave intereated in one of tho most
intoresting kinds of Missionary work, tha
Missions to the Zenana homes of India.

Dr. Murray Mitohell and his wife had
been formerly fogyonvs engagod in Mission
work in India, at a time, howover, whon
Zenanas woro not thrown open to the on.
trance of gontlo Christian ladies, as they are
now., They had returned to Scotland on
account of Dr, Mitchell's health,and he had
been for yoars settled ovor an attached con.
gregation, But a call came to him to go
out on a Mission from thoe Free Clwurch of
S2otland, somewhat similarto that entrust.
od to Dr. Norman 3M’Leod and Dr, Watson,
by the Established Church, Its fulfilmont
detained him sevoral years in India, resid-
ing temporarily at various Mission centres;
—¢o that Mrs, Mitchell had ample op-
portunities of collecting the information
which abounds in this interesting book,
which will doubtless largely incrense the
interest already taken in the most Chris-
tian work of carrying at once intellecinal
and spiritual light to those immured in the
Zenansa prisons,~in the very * region and
shadow of death.”

To the Women's Foreign Missionary
Assooiation now being formed in various
places, this volume will be most interesting
and most ueeful. We wonld recommend
each such association to procure & copy for
social rending,—for few things could stimu
lIate more the Missionary zeal of women
who live in the light and love of happy Chris.
tian homes, than Mrs. Mitchell's graphie
pictares of the sorrowful lives of their In.
dian sisters.

The authoress begins with a lively sketch
of the various vicissitudea of ¢the **Over-
lund Route,”—and gives the following vivid
sketeh of the entrance to Caloutta, up the
Hooghly, which will probably be new to
most readers.

* There is nothing to strike one much as
you approach the raouth of the river, First,
thero is a long, low, indistinet margin of
1sad ; then,asthe ¢ ol narrows, a dense
jungis, with clumps of the picturesque
cooon and other palms, which seem to wave
us & welcomse to their tropical domain ;

then an oconsional native hamlet of ves
oor little huts ; new we proceed onwa
elween two flat shoresof the brightest and

most Iuxuriant green. You may fancy with
what an intensity of interest and expecta-
tion we watch itall. The river itself is as
yellow nearly as the * yellow Tiber "'; and
people tell us of hidden dangers boneath the
smooth waters, and we hear the initiated
congratulating each other as some quiok-
sand orsome hidden bank and shoal aresafely
passed. The Hooghly is a very diffioult
piece of navigation ; and yet, as we slowly
steam on, the busy scene on its surface
becomes busier and more animated overy
moment. Crowds of native craft of the
most varied decription continusily pass
us by. There are fleets of fishing-boats,
and some queer looking cargo-boats,
with thatohed roofs from bow tostern. Now
and then, a magnificent ship on its way
to the ocean is towed past bya tiny tug-
steamer; and now further up, as we ap-
proach Caleutta, there come = perfect forest
of maste. Ships of all nations lie thickly
moored in the stream ; and we see that we
have reached one of the great commercial
centresof the world. On one hand was an
imposing bulding, which we were told is
Bishop’s College; and on the other, the
king of Oude’s palace ; and stretohing up-
wards the handéome line of houses oalled
Garden Reach.”

We have not space for the interesting
sketch of Caleutta,—its palaces, public
buildings, drives aud the lovely country
roads and lanes, fringed with feathery bawm-
boos and beautiful flowering shrubs, The
following passage however takes us into the
lifo of the people.

“Behind all this, there lies a very dit-
ferent picture. A fow of tho native bazaars
are wide enough, though the buildings
which line them form a series of the most ex-
traordinary contrasts. Hersisa Babee's pal-
ace, and or next to it, the meanest hut, Most
of the streets are simply narrow lanes, which
have deep odoriferous drains on either side,
full of stagnant water (though thisis being
altered now), with a plank to every door.
It is somotimes difﬁcnf s in threading thess
labyrinths, for two conveyances to pass
sbreast. The houses in these poorer bazaars
are moro huls, rudely conatructed of bam.
boos and mud, or sometimes only date-
matting with bamboo posts, roofed with
red tiles, and not evenI&iebumqne in their
poverty and squalor. The shops are ranges
of queer open, low stalls—piled round
with merchandise ; if they contain clothes,
or if sweetments or grain, then the goods
are arrauged on shelves like eteps. The
bazaars of Bombay and Dalhi, and some of
the other cities I have seen, are clean and
tidy, and picturesquely eastern. Not so
those of this comparatively molern eapital,
Dilapidation seems written on most things;
forwhiels, howaver, the oyclones may largely
account,

“*It is all strangely, deoply interesting ;
aud I never woary of watching the quaing

- eesre , and all the fantastic noveltios, with |

.

whioh pure native life abounds, You are
surprisad to find that some of the lanes aye
skirtod by high blank walls, instesd of
houses, as you imagine, presenting hLerg
and thero a small closed door to the stront

Within these walls, iowaver, are somo of
the finest houses of the rich netive gentle.
men; with thelr Zonanas—prison.like
homes of tha highor born wemen of Bengal

These houses face inward tu a evurt, paved
generally with murble, and ornawmenteq
with pillars and baleonios, and parhaps o
fountain. This may lead onward to anothey
court, or half-gardon, with a fow plantain,
pomegranate, and othor treos, and a smal}
tank in the centro. Thero 18 romotimos a
low column with a flower-pot upon it, oon.
taining & ancred plant, whioh is watered and
ohorished, and has offeringa made to it.”

“ Very foww woten are to be seon in the
Calouita bazaars, and those only coolics, or
of tho lowest caste. The whole femala
community of the upper and middle classos
are shut ap in their Zenanas, and nover on
any protext go sbroad except in olosed up
gharrees or palanquing, You sometimes
meet one of these convayancos with a shest
tied olosely round over window and door;
aud you know that a women i within, who
not only must not be seen, but muet
not seo, The lady of the Turkish harem
may soe what she oan through tho veil
which completly conceals her face~—nof
so tho poor Zenana Indy. She wust not
have so muoh as a passing glimpere of any-
thing going on in tho outer world. Even
if shio goos to the river to batho in the
saored water, and do pooja or worship
—and this is almost tho only thing whioh
takos hor abroad—she must go in a palkoe
with a perforated bottom, that the wator
may enter and make her pure without her
rejuiring to leave her asylum. Let us ro-
Joice and give thaunks to'God that now these

oor prisoners, by reason of our Zenana

issons, are becoming * prisonera of hope, "
and are daily (some of them, atleast) hear.
ing of the pure river of the water of life,
and are being invited to come and share in
the glorious liberty with whioch Christ
mekes his paople free.”

The most interesting passages of the
book refer to these ** poor prisoners ! whose
condition is described with the true pathos
of Christian sympathy.

Hore is the account of Mrs. Mitchell's
first introduotion to the Zenana life in
pergon,

“ My heart lias been stranyely stirred and
touched to-day. I have had my firgt
glimpse into Zenana life and Zenaun work,
You kunow that one of the great desires of
my heart in returning to Indis was to sce,
and, s far as I could, to help ir this most
interesting and to me comparatively new
phase of Mission work, Of sourse, ip
Western Indis we tried to get access to the
women, snd in u few isolated cases were
admitted into families to teach the ladies ;
but the Zenans (or Hindu harem) s not an
institution in the other presidencies in the
same sense it {s in Bongal. The women
lead much less secluded lives, and therefore,
though their need of instruction may be as
great, one seems to commiserate them less ;
at lenst, one’s heart does not ache over
them so painfully as mine did to-day. I
had often heard of the ¢prieon homes' of
Bengal, of their ‘oaged’ inmates, and so
forth ; and now I know that these are no
figures of spoech, no fiotion, no oXaggera.-
tion. It is a terrible reality that the gentls
creatures I saw, and move than thirty mil-
lions like them, are in virtusl imprison.
ment—~and in the solemn languags of the
Apostle, are living without God and with.
out hope in the world, It is an appalling
truth, andlone’s vex'%vsonl is burdened with
the thought of it. 'We think we are doing
8 great Missionary work; the Churches
think so, and our nation, I dare say, thinks
go too, with so many Sociaties engaged.
Whatever is doing for the men, here are
the women-—half the community—shut up
and utterly helpless,
them? One is told that famale education is
advancing, aud it may be so, inasmuch as it
is now possible fo get access to the women H
but the truth is, that while there are about
thirty-three mllions of women in Bengal
alone, only ebout fifteen huundred of these
are reoeiving instruction.”

¢ Lot us pray without ceasing, and work
without ceasing, for the women of India.
O day of days, when the Light of Life and
Healor of the nations shall be revealed to
this unhappy land 1"

‘We hope to return to this most interest.
ing book and glean some mote extracts, for
the henefit, especially, of female readers.
In the menntime we close witha paragraph
which must go to the heart of ever Chris~
tian women,

“Y have spent & day with Miss Brittain
(of the American Mission), and her energy
is quite catching. She has organized & most
efficient Women's Mission, and her teachers
goout into the houses of the native gontry all
over the city. Her account of the manner
in whioh the ladies receive her instruoctions
is most touching. She says she Las often
seen the tears roll over their faces, as she
has spoken of the love which made Jesus
come down from His home above to seek
and save aud comfort the poor and hea
laden ones of earth, The tenderness an
lovingness of the gospel touch these tired
and weary hoarts. Itis allao different from
the harsh utlerances of their own sacred
books, which pronounced woman to be false,
cruel, impure, and everything that is bad.
I remember hearing of the woman who
said, * Ak ! I know whowrole your Bille!
Tt must have been @ woman ; noone but @
woman would say such kind things about
women,  Yes, I know who wrole wyour
Bible!™

To individual ‘faithfuless, and to the
energy of the private conseience, God has
oomx;:_it&ed the real history and progress of
mankind,

Div you over notice what a different
aspect everything wears in the sunshine
from what it does in the siadow? And
did yon ever think what sn anslogy thers
was betwoen the aunlight of the cloundless
skies and the sunlight that gleams into the
darkened chambers of the human soui ?
How bright and beautifu! are the golden
beams that break through the riven clonds
to lighten up the world ‘sgain after s sue-
cessien of dark and storwy days,

What is doing for -




