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ERE this the proper place it would be aninteresting
and pleasant task to present our readers with 4
letter-press description of the West India Islands | to
tell of their charm of clunate, the sty of their rich
tesources in toothsome frints ; and the many delights,
especially in those who hive m a more frgid zone, of this
beautiful iopicai country.  But this v not the purpose
of the M1t LER just now
No one 1s hikely to take more interest in these things
than members of the mihing fraternity.  These islands,
however, have another attr.action to Canadian millers,
and that 15 1n the field they open out for the consump-
ton of Canadian mull products.  In Jamawa, wah s
population of 630,000, Rarbidoes, the Beimudas, Bitish
Guiana, Marbnque and the other West India Islands,
there s undoubtedly & large field for Canadian flows,
and the question that interests willets just now 1s
how they may sccure. at least, a fwr share of the flour
trade of those 1slinds  The official figures tell us that
the value of wheut and wheat fHour evported by the
United States to Bntish Guana and the West India
Islands averages about $7.00 000 .4 year. From anmnguiry
made by the Executine of the Dommion Millers” Asso-
cition a year ago, a1t s learned that o rotal of 32,800
bbts. of lour are imported by the West indies yveatly
This 15 a trade worth

THE CANADIAN MILLER

“My interest in the trade of (he West Indies dates
back to the days when T was a youny man, a clerk with
Callespie, Moffatt & Co, of Montreal. That 1s more
than twenty-fine years aygo, and at that tine a large
vade was done with the Indies in Canadian products,
flour included.  These were the days of sailing vessels,
and placed 1n even compettion with the United States,
as 1egards carrying facibties, there was no trouble in
Canadians bolding a Lirge share of the trade with those
ilands,  But conditions change.  Steam took the place
of canvas, and for a score ol years, up to the tune of
the Jamiica exhibition in 1891, our business with the
Indies became almost a blank. This cincumstance of
self 15 an answer to the question sometimes asked,
* How has the United States succeeded m secuning such
a stiong grp on West India trade ?*

OVINING IRADE WITH 1 HE INDIES,

* Having recen ed my appointinent from the Doiminion
government to represent Canada at Jamaica, I lost no
tme 1 ascertuming what products were most required
n the Indies. Flour occupied a foremost placein the hst.
To nterest Canadian nullers 1 addressed a consention
of Ontanio nullers a few months before leaving for the
tropies. 1 lad before the mecting shat seemed to me
the plan neeldful to secure the flour trade of the Indies.
I will be frank in saying that | recened but scant en-
couragement from these gentlemen as a body. They
died net seem 1o ¢rasp the situation, and 1o realize the vol-
ume of trade that was thens, f they wanted i, About
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have followed the sugpestions born of iny experience
and expernnents when in the Indies, their flours have
never fuled to give the fullest satisfaction. 1
notice that in last month’s MiLIER you publish resulty
of an analysis of flours maide in Georgetown, Demerara,
which gives the St. Lawrence, a Unned States brand,
the place of honor over our flours. | am not so sure
thit the test in questionss a fair one.  The Amencans
do not hike the possiility of Canadizns captuning the
Hour trade that they have held for so many years, and
vanous efforts are adopted to create a prejudice against
Canadian flours.  This mav be one of those peculiar
moves. This I do know, that 1n Jamaica we met the
St. Lawrence brand and downed it with Canadian flom
every time.  Flour made from Mamtoba hard wheat

* will stand every test that these tropical clunates call for.
Wherever Canadian flours have proved disappointing, it
has been hecause our millers have shipped in an nferior
yualty of lour.” Here Mr. Brown instanced two cases
n particular that had come under his notice, where &
pour flour hid been shipped to the ludies and our trade
suffered seriously as a result.

METHODS OF SHIPPING.

“ Complaint hias been made in the past,” [ remarked,
*“of the character of our packages.” * Yes,' replied Mr.
Brown, *it 1s folly to make shipments to the Indics
except in barrels with round hickory hoops.  Our nnallers
were disposed to treat this as a tnthay matier, and were
slow to . lopt the round hoop bairel, and thereby lost

trade.  Aside from the

secuning and the purpose
of the present « hapter 1s
to throw some hyht or
the subyect.

ENCOURAGEMENTS AND
DIFFICULTIES.

THesk are very fully
treated In an intenview
further alony 1n this chap-
ter with Mr. Adam Brown,
who, dunag his visit to
Jamaca, tepresenting
Canada as honorary com-
missioner at the exhibi-
tion of 1891, did yeoman
service 1n furthenny the
mterests of Canadian four
on the islands. The m-
terview ought certunhy to
he rewd by every miller
Mr. Brown tells, as he
has done before in Ius offi
aal repont, that the trade 1 ftour with the West Indies
1sours, if we 2o about ket in the rght manner This
view has been confirned by a letter from Hon, Geo. E.
Foster, wnitten 1o the Millers’ Assocation i 1891, Both
Mr. Biown and Mr. Foster place every emphasis on the
necessity of sending othe Indies onlv a4 four that can
be guaranteed for a perind of atleast two months  There
i kood reason te believe that Canadas opportumties
for four trade with these wlards have been inpired
through dour ~f an imenor quality having been sent
there
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INTERVIEW WITH MR, ADANM BROWN.
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Wi the view of securing additional imformation
concerning the West India trade i Canadian flaur
arepresentative of the CANADIAN Murtk pad a visit
to Mr Adam Brown, posticaster at Hanulton, and hon-
orary commissioner o the Jamaca exbubition for Canada
w8y, As with oveinvone who has had occasion to
meet Mr. Browr, enther in his odicial or prnate capacity,
the writer found him most approachable, pemal  aumd
ready toamparnt whatever mfornation was in his power.

S Of conrse your panticalar mterest, sand the ex-com
mewioner, s Canadim o and et me say
how glel Tam to find you are paying attention 1o ts
«raestion. What you had to say 0 the List wue of the
Mok ought to prove food for thanght with every
maller who has an ambiton .o see his trade devdop ont-
sede of mere local benndanies,

MONTRGO BAay, JAMANCA,

the same time | communicated with a number of the
leading nulling firms of the country and interested them
to the entent of making shipments of flour to the exhi-
bimwon  The millers who made cxhibits at that tune
were W, W ohulun and Ira Gould & Sons, of Mon-
treal . Lake of the Woods Malling Co., Keewatin ;: Todd
Milbag Compans, Galt ; James Galdie, Guelph ; White-
law & Baird, Paris, and Walker, Harper& Co, Norwich.

DRV FTOUR AN AENOLU L NECESSITY,

“The Hon. Mr. Faster sud to me, *If yon can be
sre of the flour you take to the Islands holding sweet
for not less than 6o dayvs, then success s made.”  This
purpase 1 kept steadily in view at the start, and was able
to prove bufore the exhibition was over *hat Canadian
flowt world ==t anly keep sweet for 6o days, bt | was
ableto make 4 distnibution of bread made from Canadian
tlour that had been m store i Jamanca for four menths,
and Gieryone was ready to declue that sweeter or better
bread had never been eaten in Jamawa.  Flour sent
from Can.da must be made of perfectly dry wheat -
Mamtoba No. + hied  and when this 1+ done, United
States cempetition need not be feared ™

1 asked Mr Brown  “llew gt was then, when we
certamly had  the wheat 1o make the  particulae
hrand of flaur necessary to this trapical cimate, that
Canadian flours were being entiased as holding only a
second, third or fourth place among the fours imported
wta the Indie., 77

“ Let me be very dlear on this pomt,” sand M. Boawn,
with some emphasis.  * Wherever Canadian millers

foohishness of butting
against the customs of
the country, the round
hoop means money to the
West India flour h: ndler.
After the Dbarrels are
empty they can be sold
for 1s. 3d. and 1s. &l., far
packing oranges, pine
apples and other fruits.
This fizure comes into the
calculation of the flour
handler mn esumating the
price paid for his flour.
Flat hoop barrels are
worth nathing.”

INMIROVED CARKVING £ A-
CILEBIES REQUIRE D,

*1 have mentoned,”
continued Mr. irown, n
answer 1o a suguestine
inquiry, “how welj
Canadafared in West India trade when we were on a par
in carrying facdines.  We are suffering some to-day for
want of quicker vessel service between Halfax and the
West Indies. We are teld that we have a fortnightly ser-
vice, and in one sense this is correct. Vessels of the Pick-
ford & lllack line leave Hahfax or St. John twice a
month, but they go to differant groups of islands. The
service is only once a month to each section of the
islands.  If a mnller is shipping to emerara, for example,
and his supplies are a few days late in reaching Halfax,
the gomis must be held untl the next monthly boat
Jeaves. With a regular weekly service from New York
our exporters are necessarily handicapped, depending on
the Canadian line.  Merchants in the 1slands would tell
me thev could arder flour through New York with the
certainty of receving it promptly almost to the day,
This could not be done ordenng from Canadian inillers.
Therr flour 1s shipped chiefly wath draft attached 1o i)
of lading, payable at sight. 1 have known the draft to
be presented by bank, before the flour had actually left
Hahfax.  Merchants do not telish doing business in this
manner, and this circumstance has of d agzamnst a
graater expansion of Canadian flour trade with the
Indies. It would be helpful to Canadian trade in all its
wmterests f Canada would become an importer of the
natural products of the West Indics. It really seems too
bad that with a sister colony within coniparatively casy
reach of ourselves, that the rich resources i the linc of
fruits krown there come 10 us by way of a foreign coun-
try. A development of trade that would permit of fre-
quent return cargoes from the Indies would materially




