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I TOPICS 0F TRADE INTEREST.I

T HE Ontario Legislature is on the pintof adjaurning for the session and
ncthing marc bas been heard cf the alleged

frec text book idea. It is doubiful if any-
thing more ever wiII be heard cf ht. The
Story tald te BOO1KSELLER AND STATIONRR

is that the question came before the Gavern-

ment saine time age as part
THtE FREE
TX BOO FAU. cf the whale question cf text

boks. One or twc niembers

cf tht Government, including. it is rumcred

-(although we do nat vcuch for thîs)-tbe
Premier were in favar cf some modification
cf the present system. Tht Minister cf
Education is supposed'not ta be in favar of
free text books. Sa the matter tests. On
this subject Mr. C. B. Scantlebury, cf
Belleville, wirites us :

IlI cannat but tbink that, white fret pub-
lications wauld be a God*send te a certain
few who really cannot afford ta supply books
te their children, it wauld create witbin the
children a spirit cf extravagance. As it bas
been and now is, patents warn their
children ta be careful cf their books, assur-
ir-- ibemn of the cost cf sanie, while 1 fear
th1ew would be tht parents who would
taire pains enaugh and think seriously
enough cf the public outlay te warn their
childrtn cf being careful cf publications
supplied ta them. as it were, fret. For, as
we ail know. that which cones seemingly-
casy gees likewise. Then, tea, 1 believt
tht vast niajcrity cf parents wauld even go
se far as ta encaurage their children, even
afttr they had destreyed their bocks (which

might have lasttd se much longer with

good care). te secure new books. 1 think
ecanomy in the distribution cf fret text
baaks is next te impossible. Private enter-

prise can always be handled se much mare

econamicaly than can, seeringly. public.
As te tht loss te the dealer, 1 cannat ste
that tht schaal.boak and the school.supply

trade offer such remunerative profits that
we need, as booksellers, worry over them.
It is, hawever, a dlean business, and usually

camtes at such a time In the year and durlng
those seamons whtn we are net busy in ather

Unes, se that it is, te a certain extent, desir-
able trade, which we, as baoksellers, should

look after.»

Net only in Ontario. but in British

Columbia, the question bas lately been dis.
cussed. and a cantempor-

A WESTERN
OPINION. ary, Tht Trade Budget,

says : "Tht question of
supplying school children with books fret,

or, establishing a Provincial printing bouse
ta publish ail bocks used in the schoals cf

tht Province ; and these books then te be
supplied ta the childien at ccst cf produc-

tion, bas been agitated new and again frram

tht platform and through the press.-A
sirnilar agitation swept Calilarnia sorte

years ago, and resulted in establishing a
State prnting office at Sacramento. Tht
plant ariginally cast $30.000. Tt bas been
continuall> addtd te, until to*day. tht total

appropriations on this bead atone amount

te tht stupçplçus sui of $250,000.

La.t session of the Legisiature, owing to
complaints and gencral dissatisfaction,
appoinîcd an investlgating comrnittee.

One cf the committee was appointed ta a
gaad job by the State printer and the
balance of the cammittee canducted the
investigation very indiffcrently, yet it was
proven conclusively that the establishment
had mnany incompetent men, with paitical
pull, that the books were inferfor quality,
and costing ta ptoduce <rom x S ta 6cper
cent. mare than tbey could be purchased in
open mnarket. l3efare B3ritish Columbia
takes any action on this important rmatter,
it wauld be well te look thorougbly into the
experience cf other States and Provinces."'

As this issue gaes ta press the members of
the booksellers' section cf the Toronto Board
cf Tradz are holding a meeting te consider
copyright. A repart bas been drawn upby
tht sub*cmnittee, cf which Mr. A. W.
Thamas is chairnian. and this will be dis-
cussed. The most Important peint In the
repart as allecting the retail dealer is its
annauncement that the Canadian Act cf
1900 is in farce. This appears tram the

fact that the power under it
CCP VUIONT
lu FORCE. given ta the Minister cf

Agriculture ta prahiibit ai
autside editions cf a book issued here by
license bas airrady been exercised. The
Minister bas exercised the power lu the
case cf Gilbert Parker's bock - The Lane
that Had ne Turning.- No other than the
Canadian editian cf this book can came in-
except as provided in the Act af i900. OJur
readers wiIl rccllect that we always con-
tended this Act ta be in force and urged
compliance with its provisians as a measure

of business safety.


