BOOKS

AND NOTIONS.

THE BUSINESS OUTLOOK.

After 4 careful investigation of the situ-
ation, we come to the conddusion that trade
generally v oma healthy comboon, and that
the outlook for 188 18 cheermg There are
many indications of a revinval of business:
and as vontidence s restored, the channels of
commerce will agaam assume ther formet
actvty, Merchants and dealers have passed
throgh two tryamy vears
never as keen, and instead of a remunctative
business, the maponty of our leading houses
were heavy Josets at the end of cach year
The failures were numetous, bt notwath
standing thas fact ~tacks are wellm hand, and
money v compantneh casy  Fhere s a
guad demand for cholce mvestments, and
preference scems o be given to secinities
that do not net ever 3 per cent. Our am
parts, espectally of dry goods, were compuata
el smadl Last year, and this dass of goods
temaining in stock has perhaps not bean as
lght as now for many years  An unportant
featute e our imports 15 the comparamels
large increase of raw matenals  In 1868 the
imports of ran matertils of all kinds were
vilued atless than $5,500.000, while Tast year
they had risen to the enormous vadue of $28,-
161,000, Besides, there is . large amount of
partally manufactured good-. such asron
and metals, brought m, and 1t s safe ta say
that the imposts of raw maternals o be used
woour talls and factories will exceed $31.-
000,000, I'his great increase in tus class of
goods means ~o mu haddivonal employinent
to the people.  Another fivoutable feature s
the wcteased tonnage of our radway s, Since
the first of the yeat, the Grand Liunk weekly
B9 pecepts have oveeaded thise ot last
year, and the returns of the Canadian Faoitu
arc equally fvourable. By the last named
road our trade with Clhana, Japan and Aus.
tralia is extending, I the scason of 1857- 83,
the slupments fismn Cluna and Japan o
Canada by San Franoscosteanens were 730,
172 paunds, while the Canadian Pacitn hine
carnied 3073921 pounds, This seasonup 1o
same date, the shipments va San Francisoa
have been only 733.265 pounds, while 5,337,
944 pounds have beettsent va Vancouver,

In dry goods o good many orders have
been placed for sping tabres, and tanedlers
ate ety with mote encouragement.  Fhe
fecling scems hopeful and trade generally i
the country v increasing with seasonable
weather and good reads. Prnces ae tirm all
round, and the late advatces have been tally
maintained. The cottun situation 1~ a strong
ont, as stocks held are very low, and the
wants of meechants are with datficulty bengg
supplicdl.  Lanens are tirmer, and woollens
muoderate reguest The trade in grocenes iz
fur Teas are moviny rather fively, and the
undertone 1s strong.  Colleesare alvo tim i
prives. The prices of sugars are rather caster,
and to any ate a diappounment.  An -
proved trade is reparted by hardware dealers,

Competition was

and contidence is rapidly being restored. As
& rule prices are low, but in somwe lines more
firmness 15 apparent. As stocks are generally
small, o shight crease m demand would re-
ault an mmer quotations. Renmttances this
month were i many mstances better than
had been expected, and i consequence there
s growth of contidence,  The Gulutes will
dinmsh from this time forward, and the
great bulk of weak houses b weeded out,
there s o good prospect for those remaming
in business,

Within the past few weeks there has been
wereased actioty i the wool markets, Con-
siderable shipments of eece have been made
to the Umted States, and this trade now
appears t b a more healthy state than for
someyears. The stocks have been prety well
exhausted, and mong sales 1ecently reported
are several lots of the chip of 1856 Dealers
are hkelv o begin nest season’s trnde bare of
stocks. Although the wheat crop of the past
season was comparatinvely small, prices are
much higher and  the retuens are much
greater than the previous year  There s
said to be a good deal of wheat not marketed
vet, and 1t s uatikely that this Province will
have to unport from the States, A good deal
of fall wheat was sown the past antumn, and
reports of 1t~ condition so fat are very sitis-
factory.

THE HINDRANCE TO CO-
OPERATION.

The advonate of co operatian holds out the
expretation of great benetit to the community
by the adopuon of that svstem, especially
when applicd o distribution.
thost who prfur tus mcthod, 11 you desire
to cooperate why do you not cooperate
There v nothing to prasent except the one
fact. which s commonly overlooked, namely,
that the small mangin of pront wlich now
sutfie os to wuntaun the great shops of thas
vountry, deaing apon the cash system and
upen the punaple of large sales and small
profits, leaves hittle or no fraction to be saved

One may ask

by those who choose to co-operate i some
other way than by buying at such ashop.
Fdward Athansanan the Masch » Forum.

REDUCTION IN POSTAGE RE-
MOVAL OF DUTY.

Justas we go o press we dearn through
private sources that at s probable that the
Government, on the recommendation of the
Postmaster-General, are hkely to reduce the
postaze on aewspapers and periodicals from
four cents per poutd to one cent per pound.
1t also thought that satisfactory arrange-
ments Wil be made between the PPost Office
and Customs Departinent, whereby the duty
will not be levied on those periodicals on
which it now collected. As we have here-
tofore ponted owt, such a change is but fair.
1t places the trade and the public on the same
footing.

A COPYRIGHT ACT.

Advices from Ottawa say that it is probable
that a Copyrght Act will be introduced in
the Donunton House this session. Tt is said
that the present Copynght Act will be
amended on the hnes Taid down 1n the draft
of il submitted by the Canadian Copyright
Assoaation,

A STATIONERS' BOARD OF
TRADE.

The loeal wholesate trade are being can.
vassed with the object of ascertaining their
views as to the advisability of establishing a
Wholesale Stationers” Board of ‘I'rade, on the
same Tines as that now in operation in New
York. Oue of the principal objects of such a
Board is the protection of the wholesale trade
from fraud on the part of their customers.
Speaking of the scheme a leading wholesale
merchant referred o an incident that came
under his notice in New York A Chicago
merchant waited upan one of his creditors in
New York with a story of hard times, and his
inability to meet his payments, and wanted
to compromise at 065¢ on the dollar. This
creditor at once sent i note, giving the par-
ticulars, to the Inspector of the Stationery'
Board of Trade ; he as promptly notified all
the other members. They were ready for the
visit,  They received him very kindly, and,
getting all the information they could, sent
him away wathout making any definite promise
of settlement. He wasso well recened every -
where he went that he soun came to the con-
usion that he would find na difficulty w
compromising at 230 and he commenced to
offer that tigure Lo the maantme the Board
was mat il The Solictor and Inspector
were sent to Chicago. AMter making all
necessary enquinies they took possession of
the stock. They managed the estate carcfully
and sold it at 4 price whach pad the crediors
oo on the dollar, and left 67¢. on the dollar
nore fun the fate propretor, who could not
pay 63,

The Board also colledts accounts, furtushes
mformation to its members regarding ther
customer s, and 15,0 fact, aterror to all evil
doers in the stationery trade. It s clamed
that it protects the honest dealer, while 1t
punishes the dishondst,

ACID PROOF CEMENT.

A cement that will resist sulphuric acwd,
even at boiling heat, may be made by melt-
ing caoutchouc at a gentle heat, and stir in
from 6 to § per cent. of tallow, Then mix
in cnough dry sliked lime to make the
whole the consistency of soft paste, after
which add about 23 per cent. of red lead,
which causes the mass to set hard and dry.
A mixture «f caoutchouc in twice its weight
of linsced oil, and the addition of an equal
amount of pipeclay, will form a paste that
wiil resist the action of moist acids,
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