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by obstructing the spiracles. .2. Jousset submitted as hydrogen, sulphuretted hydrogen, carbonic acid,
to the Society of Biology somDe moths which had etc.
been for six hours in contact with certain inert powx- WATErRItOo PaPEr.-Sheets of stout manilla
ders of dried ]eaves, wood, &c., and observed tha- patcd through a bot bath of aqueous solution of zinc
they presented no morbid phenomxena. For com- 1 chloride (at 750 B.), pressed tronigly togetler and
parison he exhibited others which had been for one thei) soaked in) dilute aqueous soda solution con-
hour only in powder of p rethrumu : these were taining a iimall amount of glycerine,cohere to fbrm a
aheady abnost dead, and presented well-marked con- stroni !, stiff, water-proof board auhnirably adanpted to
vulsive phenoniena. If the powder bc previously the constructiou of snall boats. Single sheets of
treated with alcohol, the insecticide properties are paper passed quickly through the zinc chloride bath,
lost at the same time that the alcohol becomes en- pressed and washed and dried, are waterproof, and
dowed with toxic properties. M. Jousset opposes tie miay be otherwise joined to forin waterproof boards
opinion which credits the poisonous effects of this by iny suitable cement.-Scien1(fic American.
powder to the essential oil which it contains. After OLt CORKsMAPE NEw.-Mohrrecounendsthat
having isolated the cil, he has deternined by experi- the corks be collected and soaked in bot water. The
monts that it was without effect on msects. Fur- following day they are washcd repeatedly with pure
ther, ho has isolated an alkaloid by appropriate water and .soaked in a mixture of 15 parts of hot
means, and finds it to he a crystalline substance water and 1 part of hydrochloric aeid. After a few
possessinc the toxic properties of the plant in aihiglh hours they are taken out of this bath, washed well'
degrec. The composition and properties of this and dried ; they then exhibit the appearance of new
alkaloid still require elucidation. cork.--1ngl. Polyt. J.

A DANoEious MATERrL.-Within three years, PEPSINE FROM THE OSTRIcI's STOMACI.-
says the Com mere(l Balletin, there have been three According to the Recu des Deux .ondes, the
sbops destroyed in Massachusetts through lanpback. ostrich hunters of South America, bearing in mind
A band danp with perspiration, a drop of water, a the almost incredible digestive powers of that bird,
bit of grease, or a sprinkle of oil, will create combus- extract the pepsine from its stomach, and sel] it for
tion, which will start the lampblack aglow like char- its weight in gold to dyspeptics.
coal, und so ignite the package, and hence the blaze. To K:EP MIATS FRo3I .lARNESS.-It is said that
In lamnpblack factories, while great procaution is if a teaspoonful of C.ayenne pepper be mnixed in a
taken to prevent fires, a rainy or sharp frosty day quart of oil, and the harness he rubhed with it, the
will start a daipness upon the inside of a window- rats wili let it alone. An addition of ales to the
pane, and the flying particles of dust lighting upon oil, in the proportion of an ounce to a gallon. will
this. create a spark which. coi ni uni cati ng witih tie awr the sanie purpose.-JBostoi Jon of
pile, nîrxy send a glow of fire with wonderful rapi- C/wistry.
dity thlrough the galleries of the shop.

A PERoLUM TîiioRY.-Tlhe formxation of'
petroleumu has beun explained by Mr. IH. Byasson,
upon esperimental grounds, as follows :-]f a mix-
turc of vapor of water, carbonic acid, and sulphuretted
hydrogen be made to act upon iron hexîted to a white
heat in an iron tube, a certain quantity of liquid
carburets iili be foried. This mixture of carburets
is comparable to petroleinm. The formation of petro-
leum can thus be naturally explained by the action
of cbemiical forces. The water of' the sea rienetrat-

GELSE311NU31 SE:PERVIRENS IN NEURA1<0fA.-
The action of this drug in affections of a necralgie
claracter, says the M1ledical Eraminer, lias recently
been studied by Dr. Eniery-Iceroguelle, who made
it the su bject of his iniaugural thesis. A suinary
of his observations appeared in a reen't nunber of
the Paris RJédical. Taken in a large dose gelseii-
num produces frontal headaclhe, stunning, visual trou-
bles, diplopia, contraction of the pupil, and dropping
of the upper eye-lid. There is also weakness of the
legs. The author reports six cases of intoxication, 1

ing into tbe cavities of the terrestrial crust, carries from the drug, takein in mistake. Gelseminumn is
w Iii i numerous niateials and especially inarine aîdministered in pxoxdoiw or in pills, in the dose of
lime~ton1. If the subter'i can avity perinits these thre-fourths of a grain to thre grains of the powder
new products to penetrate to a deptlh welire thxe of the roots, It may aIso b givern in the forn of
temiiperature'o is -uliicieitly high, in contact with tincture, iade with 100 parts of alcohol at 600 to
metallic substances, suchx as iron or its sulplurcts, 5 parts of' the powdered roots. The dose is from
we have a formation Of carburets. These bodies 40 to 80 drops. A syrup iay be also made by

formi part of the gases whose expansive force adding 50 parts of the tincture to 1000 of the sini-
> causes earthquakes, volcanie eruptiona, etc. Petro- ple syrup. M. Dujardin-Beaumetz lias aIso had pe-

leum is always fbund in theo neighborbood of pared au aqueous extract and an alcoholie extract.
voecanic regius or along mountain chains. In M. Enery-Heroguelle reports thirty-one observations
( general it .will be modified in its properties by collected in the. service of M. Dujardin-iBeaunetz,
causes acting after its floriations, such as partial and from foreign journals, all of which refer to the
distillation, etc. Petroleunm deliosits will always be action of the drug on neuralgia. From an analysis
acompanied by salt wate' or rock salt. Often, and of the results, it appears that gelseminum may be
(cspecially wliere tie deposit is aiong hard and especially looked upon as an anti-neuralgic ; that
compixot rocks, it will be accompanied by gas, such it acts favorably in cases of dental neuralgia of the
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