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uased 30, 40, 50 drops of amylene poured upon a compres folided seve-
rai times, to be inhalt.d. Thes'e iialations constantly and rapidly deter-
mined a state of iisensibility tu the pain, the uterine contractious lost
nothing in force or frequency. Tite return of seusibility was almost iu-
stantaneous, from the moment that the pain ceased, and the compress was
removed. At the time of the birth of the infant the insensibility was as
complete as if chloroform had been used. The placenta was detached
and expelled with rapiditv, and .he uterus coitracted well afterwards;
the infant was bealthy and vigorous.

Mr. Tyler Smith, as well as the other surgeons already mentioned, ac-
cord te amuylene, compared with chlroform, the advantage of a prompt
action probably without danger, and what is not les important, the ra-
pid disappearance of the iusensibility as soon as the inhalations are ans-
pended. The only disadvantages are, the disagreeable odour of this sub-
stance, and the necessity of employing a great quantity in order to pro-
duce sufficient antesthetic effecLt.

Up te the close of January, sixty-nine operations had been performed
in England under the action ef amylene.

In Paris amylene was first emplo) ed in the early part of February, at
Hospital St. Antoine, in the wards under the charge of M. Aran, upon
patients who had cone te have some teeth extracted. Three young wo-
men were subjected te the vapors of amylene. The duration of the inà-
halation was t.wenty minutes for each of them without producing com-
plete insensibility. The instrument M. Debout invented for chloroforua
vas used, which did not permit the vapor of amylene to pasa off in sudi-
cient quantity in a given time. This und the limited quantity of amylene
used was supposed to be the cause of the failure.

At a second sitting, the apparatus of M. Charriere for chloroform was
used, and a larger quantity of ainylene was secured. According to Mr.

Snow, the patient should respire twenty grainis of amylene a minute,
which produces inseusibility in three minutes, and sometimes less, which
vas the result in this case. From 3 i to 3 iss of amylene was poured into
Charriere's apparatus, and in less than three minutes the patient, a young
female with a large decayed molar tooth, vas fully asleep. Not beng
ready for the extraction of the tooth, the patient was allowed to awake,
which she did in les than a minut.e,-her face was gay and laughing,
she thought she had just returned from a walk. Everything prepared,
about a drachm of the amylene was again poured into the apparatua
and the anasthesia was again as prompt as before, the third minutu had
hardly elapsed when the mouth of the patient was opened without resist-
MaS ad the tooth extrcted withont the patient manifesting the leMas
sigu of pain.


