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The title of this handsone little voIunie would alone de-
serve our attention, if the high credit of its author, as a Pro-
fessional man, did not sulliciently warant mnr notice; but
when wC coie to examine its contents, the comparative exi.
quity of the book vanishes under the conviction of its extensi.
ve usefulness. In delivering ourgeneral opinion of this work,
we cannot but rccall to nind a reilexion which we took occa,
sion to niake sonetime ago, when speaking of M. Brodie;

treatise, originating in the conviction that the healing art is

in a great degrce endebted of its present ilourishing state, to

the taste which our conteriporaries have shown for researches

on particular and separate subjects. The difficulty of inclu.

ding most of the diseases under the same physiological and

theoretical themes, had compelled the ancients to have recour-

se to principles derived fron the philosophical opinions of the
day, and in this manner, the science of maedicine has inevita,

bly experienced the vicissitudes of ages and the variety oi the

opinions prevailing in different nations. But in the prescrit

century, a new direction has been imparted to genius, which

by obeying its natural propensities, has been directed to in,

vestigations which had previously been mere objects of anu,
aement or speculation. Thus the study of Pathology lias

opened Aie path to subsequent and repeated discoveries, in the

knowhlLge of diseas;ed organization, :nd hence again the at,

,ention has become dirceted to their numberless variete


