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lean forward supporting his elbows on his knees, and his
head in his hands, inclining cither to the rigat or to the
left ; and sometimes one or two of the pupils who have pre-
arranged their plans, will perhaps, unperceived by the
others, draw the form from the wall, thus causing the fall
of one or two of the children, vr even of the whole form.

If the form is near  table or desk, the pupil will lean on
them, and thus continvally remain in an unguinly and un-
healthy posture affect-
ing his lungs, and ca-
peble of producing on
feeble counstitutions,
weakness and distor-
sion of the spine. (1).

Many young per-
sous, when leaving
their schaols or colle-
ges, are high shoul-
dered on oue side,
which can ouly Dbe
attributed to this
cause, and several A
physicians of high ' o8
standing in their pro- i}
fession, have ussured
us that in their opi-
nion, to this may be St
also partly attributed ¥
the progressive in-
crease of consumption,
in this country.

In the Vinited States,
thronghout the greater
part of Upper Canada,
and in the Normal
schools in Lower Ca-
nada, desks and seuts, made after a plan intended to remedy
all the evil tendencies above cnumerated, are now in general
use;and we think that we cannot do better than to transferto
our pages, for the benefit of our readers, the wood cuts
which we have had copicd from these in the cxcellent
work, by Mr. Barnard, on Schol Architecture.

‘Che high price of these desks and seats may, in some
instances be objected to, but those made after the design
in the first model may be lad at a very reasutable
price, especially if] iustcad of the iron supports for the scats,
a hlock of wood be substituted, cure however Leing taken,
to have them well fastened to the ficor.

The backs of these seats, will, according to this design,

!

B
7

1) Horace Greely, hqmre, the celebruted editor of the New
York Tvibuse zocy cven farther ; he pretends that we should not
lean forward wiwn writing, and that the table or desk on which
we writo shoui'i bo as high as the chiest; he aitributes the excelleat
heaith which i:e now enjoys, mlwnluuudmg the arducus nature
of his occupation, to the habit that he contiacted when young, of
wmm; at 8 high desk. We not orly heard him make this remark,

veo. but we also nw:::l:‘ :‘hekn de};vir-n'v'a '.mm"o at the
lnﬂnlo,ata 12k, which a2l Certainly 2 most
siogulss efioct, y

form the supports for the desks of the ranges next behind

‘them, and ure particularly adapted for elementary schools.

The seuts should be 50 made as to allow the feet of the pupil

“to touch the floor, and that his leg and thigh bie kept ina

rectangular position. The vack of the seat should also have
the inclination necessary to allow the pupil té lean back
while in the position above indicated. ‘The seats and desks
shoutld be arranged in amphitheatral form, the lowest seats
nearest the teacher,
gradually increasing
in height to the last
row. In elemcalary
classes the height of
the seats should vary
in the manner above
mentioned, from 9}
to 17 inches.

' < spmon raren . The next wood cut
222 Y =53 represents a double
< 2= desk with two seats
& fixed on iron supports.
Instead ofu plain slope
for the pupil to place
% hixbooks,&c.on,there
) jsu desk. ‘This second
cut representsas near-
ly as possible, the seats
and desks used in our
normal schools, which
have, however, an
= immoveable inkstand
fixed in the front, as
represented by figure
3. Inthemodel school
the pupils hove nei-
ther drawer nor desk,
but.a board underneath to hold their slates and books. Some
professurs are averse to using desks that open perpendicu-
larly, as shewn by Nos. 2 and 3, because when lifted, they
hide the pupil from their view, who frequently takes this
opportnuity of wmusing himself and neighbours; for this
reason they prefer those represented by No. 4.
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The next wood cut represents the moveable seat of chair
. No. 4. Itisfixed on
a pivot of wrought
Iron, three quarters
ofaninchin diameter
0 andthree inches long,
surrounded by a band
of leather to prevent
© creaking ; the chair
turns wuheuemdmbcualy removed when required
for the purpose of washing the school room.

The fixed inkstand, as shewn in figure No. 3, should alse
be added to all school desks. There is nothing %o trouble-
some, or from carelessnoss 0 frequentlyacanes of querrel,

{asthekind of inkstand generally brought to the achools by



