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EnrL), POR THE WIGCKED.

RT'ho wicked shall be tnrned into hell, and 2!l the
e shat furyet God.™ Psatusaz, 17,

i1 most startling word in the vocabu-
ofthe modern church is.Henn,  Used
Jong habit and common consent as the
b0 of a placo of endless and intolerable
ish, in the future world, it falls.upon
popular eat like the cry of the watch-
n prochiming acity in flames. Poctry
exhausted its imagery, and cloquence
uttored its deepest thunders, in portray-
the lively horrors of. that awful placo,
which this sturtling . word is.applied.—
e fervid imagination of Milton, tic
ving numbers of Watls, the spirit-stir-
cloquence of 8 Saurin and an Ed-
xds, and ¢ host of others, illustrious in
church, have all been called in requisi-
to depict the torments of hell. And
so flights of the imagination, thewo
ltings of fancy have.been mistaken for
oracles.of aternal truth, unti). that word
becomg the. talisman of despair ; and
through the.land,. from lisping infancy
decrepit age, there.is power in thatword
thrill through every artery, and vibrate
on every nerve.of the.soul.  Of all the
redients mingled in the cup of huraan
sery, those furnished by this wora are
stbitter. Ofall the sources of sorrow,
s is the decpest and darkest ; .and 1 do
ot exaggerate when I say, that it causes
fé_}_- fenr, more anxiety, more despair,
ind wets the.green earth with more teass.
n any other cause under the i:igh cano-
of heaven. 1 would, if 1 .could, husu

mbling world to.look.up- with trustful

e that in his care and under his wiso
d gracious gavernment oll created hus
nity is safe ; safo'now, safe henceforth,
d safe forever more. )

the present discourse, and T cannot
oid the conviction that it is important.—
Butl know full well it is a work of no
mall magnitude. Educated.as.I was, in
common view of this matter, and mught
g with mostsedulous care.from lisping in-
cy, I know full well the influence of
barly prejudices,.and the difficulty of turn-

Aabit.

© Tis education farms lhe common mind;
Just as tho twvig is bent the iree’s inclined.?

§he twig may indeed be bont with ease:;
Kut when the tree is grown it requires the
trength of a son of Anak to make. the
erooked strait. I connot help remember-
g that it isnot thetwig 1 have to bend.
ut my business is fo- grapple with the
ountain oak, and:bend tho stately trunk
f the stardy monarch of the forest, which
stood thers through a thousand stormis,
wrestled with the furious winds, and dared
oven the thunder’s bolt. -
9 [ pray you, my readers, divest your-
sclvcs, as much as possible, of the influ-
B inco of prejudice and fixed, habits of
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se anxicus fears, and teach a doubting.

nfidence and hope to its Father God, and.

Thisis the work jn which I am engaged |

g aside from associntions and modes of
Fought fixed upon us by education and

thougrt. For one bref hour let the creed
be forgotten ; let all the phantams that are
so inlimately associnted with this fear-
ful word %ell, bo banished from your
thoughts, and-<ome to this investigation
with mminds as free and unfettored as if it
were the first:time youhad ever heard of
that word.

Some friend has put into your hands the
book of Psalims, and there you read for
the firsttime the words of the text : * Tho
wicked shall be turned into hell, and all
the nations that forget God.” You would
at once inquire, What is this hell, into
which the wicked are to ba {urned? And
thisis precisely the question to which !
wish to direct your attention. The Eng-
lish word hell is derived from the Saxon
« lielle,” which means %to conceal or covor
over,” and the noun is applied to any
thing dark, hidden or concealed ; so that
in the otymology of this word thereis no
shadow of countenance for the meaning
usually attached to it. If we Jook at the
original Scriptures we shall find that
there are four words which are translated
by this one English word «“ hell.” ‘These
are, * shcol,? ¢ hades” “ tartarus,” and
# gehenna.”® The word used in the text
is “sheol” in the Hebrew, and ¢ hudes”
in the Greek version.  As thisis the word
rendered hell in the text, of course it is
the only one whose meaning I need dis-
cuss in the present discourse. Its literal
meaning is, ©the grave, or state- of the
dead.” It occurs inthe Old Testament
sixty-four times ; and is translated thirty-
two times hell, twenty-ninc times grave,
and pit.. Had it been uniformly render-
ed by cither of these wouds, its true mean-
ing would have been apparent, and the only
obscurity there.is about itis with the Eng-
Jishreader. A few pascages where it oc-
curs will give you a clear view of its use
in the Scriptures.  Jacob said, concerning
Joseph, «1 will go down to the grace to
my son mourning.” Judah, making his
speech for the liberty of Benjamin, says,
« Thy servants shall bring down the gray
hairs of thy servant our father with sorrow
to the grave.”  Job exclaimed, “Oh! that
thou wouldst hide me in the.grave.” David
says, My lifoc draweth nigh unto the
grave® “Ourbones are scattered at the
grav’smouth.”  « Like sheep they are
laid in the grave’” Now in 2ll these in-
stances the same word is used that occurs
in-the'text ; but itis translated grave, and
had it been so translated in this instance, it
would hardly have been quoted in proof of
endless misery. That ithas no reference
to a place of future torments is evident
from a moment’s reflection. Jacob did

not intend to say that he would godown to §.

a place of endless tormant {0 his son mourn-
ing. Nor did :Job pray that God would
hide him in such o place. Neither did
David,intend 1o say, that tho bones of the
people were laid-at the mouth of that place.
But they alt expected to go to sheol, the
very hell named in our text, be that.what
it may.

I moy. remark, however, that this word

is used figuratively to denotq seasons of
darkness and distress. Thus David says,
““The paius of hell gat hold upon me.”
And again, * Grout is thy mercy towards
me, O Loxd, because thou hast dolivered
my soul from the lowest hell.” Now it is
cvident that David had not been in the
grave, nor yot in a place of future torment;
yot he had been delivered from sheol, and
this is an instance in which we must un.
derstand the word figuratively to dénote
temporal suflerings, or seasons of calami.
ty.

It is not necessary, ho®ever,to consumo-
time in an claborate discussion of this word.
The matter is plain and simple thusfar. I
aver that the literal meaning of the term
sheol is. * the grave, or state of the dead.”
And I say further, that this is a well settled
truth, that no well informed man ever
thinks of disputing. Though the popular
clergy, from tho force of. habit, or come
other cause, continue to quote the text in
proof of endless terment, yet they know
as well as T do, that this word means “ the
grave, or tho state of the dead,” no more
orless; and there is hot a man of them
that dare-risk his reputation in an attempt
to deny or controvert that fact. So it is
written in the books of all denominations,
and no commentator of any note has de-
niedit. L. Carapbell says, “Sheol sig-
nifies the state of the dead in general, with-
out regard tothe goodnrss or badness. of.
the persons, their happiness or misery.”
Dr. Allen says. “ The-term (sheol) itself
does not seem fo. mean anything moro

abode.”  Dr. Whitby says, “ Sheol,
throughout the Old Testament, signifies,
not a place of punishment, for the souls of
bad men only, but, the grave, or.place of
_death.”  Chapman,.as quoted by Balfour,
'sayq " «Sheol in itself considered, has no
connexign with future punishment.” Now
these are sound . orthodox authorities,
thorough going believers in the doctring of
pndless misery, every one.  But they were
honest enough to speak the truth, which no
man can or will deny.

And this is the word that is transiated
“hell”in our text. What does it mcan
there ? Ihnswer, it means just what it
dacs inother places, ¢ the grave, or sisie
of the dead.” Tho Psalmist wes treating
of tho truth that evil deéds generally in-
volve those who perform them, in their evil
consequences. Ho says, “The heathen
are sunk down in the pit that they made.
In the net that they hid is their own, fect
taken. The Loxd isknown by the judg-
monts that ho exccuteth 5 the wicked is
snared in the work of his own hands. The
wicked shall be~ turned into-hell, and all
the nations that forget God.”” The whole
train of thought shows, most clearly, that
the text wwas simply intended to teach that
the wicked, caught in the very snaces sct
by their own hands, would be turned intq
sheol, the. grave, or state of the dead. |

Theo vord rendezed ¥ turned” generally
Joeans, do ¢ turn back,’ usually, to furn or
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than the state of the dead, in their deep_

be driven suddenly bagk, without having

accomplished the purposeintended. - Now
let us look and see if itis noy truo that the
wicked, and all the nations that forget God
are snared in their own works, and-driven
or turned suddonly, prematurely into the
grave, or statoof the dead ?

1. Lot us vieiv it as it rogards nations.

The Jews were once o prosperous and
powerful people. To them were committed
the oracles of the living God, the covofi-
ants and the giving of the law. “Their
proud temple stood at Jerusalem, at once-
the glory of the nation and the wonder of!
the world ;and while they trusted in God,
his arm wans made bare in their defence,
and he gave them the victory. Dut they
forgot God, and where are they now 3—
Alas! thoy are gone. “ Tho scoptra has
departed for Judah, apd the lawgiver, from
between his feet. They ste scattered
among tho nations of the earth. Their
templo is mouldering in dust, and its go'd
is carried away. Wherenow is Greece 2
Once she was the emporium of scienco..
and the light of the world. The ans
flourished under her care, and her heroes
and statesmen, her poets and orators raised
the admiration and excited the ¢mulation
of the world.. Once the cloquence of a
Demosthenes poured forth in the Legisla-
tive halls of Greece, could exert an-influ- .
ence that would shake the habitoble carth.
But ker laurels have faded, and her head -
is low. The dark raven broodsin ker
desolated halls, and tho scvlptured marble
that bore tho impress of her art is come
mingling with its native duste Tell me,
yo sages that record the changes of the
past, why is this? What power was that
which caused the glory and beauty of
Greece to fade as tho evanescent beam
that flits across the horizon when & tran-
sient meteor falls? The answer is, she
forgot God ; and as you pore over her-
history thera comes up a voice from the
sepulchres of hor heroes and sages, saying
that her ruiu <vas owing to no other cause .
than the,wickedness of her people.

You have heard of Rome, proud impo-
rial Rome, who once ruled the world. She
bad by the force of her arms subdued the
nations around her, and humbled the pride
of kings until lier treasury was filled with
the gold that they paid es the price of hor
friondship. Sbe,too had her heroes and -
statesmen, and poeis, and orators, whoso .
names are writien-ont.tho highest-niche 1 .
the tewple of fame. Time was when all .
the kings of the earth tembled at tho
neighing of the wer steed of one of her
Cumsars.. Time-was when a Cicero could -,
thunder ir a Roman senate, to the deci- .
sion of wo fate of nations, and 1o the
scaling of the destinies of the four quarters .
of tho globe. But Roma forgot God, and
robber o2 she was, she fell. Whero now
‘tho might. of he, Cmsars? Where the .
long steelgirt hosts, who followed her
engles to conquost end-glory T Alas! the
crown has falleo from her head and left <
it ntken and bare., Tho srm that held the
scoptro is paralyzod and - cold,: and the .
sceptre niself ds:changad-to. the small dust-u




