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III.—-FIELD OF MONTHLY SURVEY.
India,” Burma,t Hindunism.}

Burma 1x Missioxs.
TY REV. A. BUNKELR, TOUNGOO, BURMA.

The idea that our mission work in
Burma, after the many years of help
which it has received from us, should
be uble to take care of itself has gained
currency among some gond people.

Some alsp, looking at the hundreds
of millions of China and India, have
questioned if it was wise to expund so
much on the comparatively simall popu-
lation of this province as is now bheing
done.

Both of these views are taken from a
human standpoint. As we followed
God’s leading in entering Burmm, it
will be safe to continue our work until
He as unmistakably relcases us.

As the preaching of the Gospel to all
nations is His work, and as His ser-
vants should follow His leading only,
we believe it is as unwise to compare
missions with missions as it is to sct
off onc kind of mission work agsinst
another. Domestic, home, and foreign
missions are one in fact, and so the field
istheworld. Onc ficld of labor is more
imporlant than another only us it is so
in the mind of God.

Burma, with its ninc millions of in-
habitants, may be as important, in the
mind of Gad, to the conquest of Asia
for Christ as arc the millions of India.
The mathematics of God are not those
of men. The sinall band, with Abra.
ham as lcader, who, in the early history
of the lebrew race, crossed the Eu-
phrates to an unknown Jand were more
than all the nations of the earth in God's
plaa. His provideatial leading should
determine the follawing of His people,
not numbers, wealth, or worldly infin-
cnce. Clough sought the high-caste
Bramins, but God sent him back to the
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Parighs. ‘‘ God hath chosen the weak
things of the world to confound the
mighty ; yea, the things that are not te
bring to naught the things that are.”

Following this lead, is it too much to
assume that His children may in some
degree, at least, forecast Ilis plans,
when once He has begun o unfold
them ?

Now, the providential leadings which
took Judson to Burma are familiar to
all students of missionary history.

At this point we may well pause and
ask :

1. If our work in BDurmaiscompleted,
or only just beguny

2. What are the providential leadings
now before us ?

3. Whatdo recent developimentsteach
us

4. What does the field now offer?

5. What things in our work should
be emphasized for the future ?

A somewhat accurate knowledge of
Burma is nccessary {0 enable us to an-
swer thiese questions.

Barme is a part of a great conntry
having intimate relations with many
races and tribes. It cannot be casily
detached from any plan of missionary
work which must embrace the whole
continent of Asin. Its physical geog-
raphy, taken in conncction with the
peoples who dwell on the plains and
mountains ; itssituation with reference
to other races, as regands the lines of
commeree and travel already develaped
or in prospect ; aud its importance in
its relations to 2l future development
should be carefully considered.

Obhjection has been taken to the
phrase, ** Burma at the lack door of
China.” But however we may regard
its situation with reference to that
country. ) careful study of its relations
1o the countries bordering upon it wil
show that the provinees of Szchusn wnd
Yunan must be hrought into immediate
relations with Rangoon, the entrepbt of



