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sot probably have interfered. The authorities scem to have grave
suspicions, however, that Moslems were being reached and influenced.
Bibles and tracts and other volumes of mission literature were cir-
culaiing among them ; their children were attending mission schools ;
s desice for education was springing up ; a spirit of inguiry was man-
st ; conversions wers eccurring here and there ; a secret tendency
toward liberal views cropped out in some quarters ; new sects, like the
ghathaleyeen, which, although nominally Moslem, were inelined to ac-
cept doctr® 1es and practices suspiciously Christian in their character,
hezan to appear; the Ottoman dynasty, representing the Turkish
Khalifat, became conscious that its official grip, both religious and
nilitary, was being loosened upon not only the various politically al-
led or semi-Mohammedan nationalities of the empire, as the Druze,
usairiyeh, Metawaleh®and Bedawin, but upon the Moslems of the
Arab stock also, residing in Syria, Palestine, Arabia and Egypt.

It must be also a very disquieting reflection to the anxious Turk
that other agencies, entirely independent of all missionary operations
aud from an entirely different quarter, have been at work during the
st fifty years, all pushing steadily in one direction, viz. : the political
lismemberment of his empire, and the introduction of reforms in the
iuterest of his Christian subjects throughout the Levant. Bosnia,
Hersegovina, Montenegro, Servia, Roumania, Bulgaria and Eastern
Roumelia have been cut off from the northern section of the Balkan
Peninsula.  Greece has won her independence, and by recent changes
in her frontier has included Thessaly in her dominion. Russia has se-
- ared a small section of northeastern Asia Minor, including Kars,

Batnmand Ardahan, and will be ready again at the first favorable op-
~ portunity to unsheath her sword for the possessivn of Constantinople.
<+ Yt Lebanon has been made a Christian province, under the protec-
= fionof the European powers, Syria isin imminent danger of a French
. putectorate, should any circumstances occur to render such & move
psible.  Palestine, and especially Jerusalem, is tacitly in foreign
wntrol, as the Twk can hardly walk the streets of the Holy City
- without treading on European toes. Russian buildings by the cubic
wre are going up at Jerusalem, and the Powers of Eunrope keep vig-
funt yuard over every square inch of property in the holy places. A rail-
wiris now projected from Jaffa to Jerusalem, and its charter is already
inthe hands of English capitalists, so that our modern pilgrim will
son buy an ““excursion ticket ” to Jerusalem and get his ‘“ baggage
7 hecked ” for the Holy City. What an intrusion of the nineteenth
- Ttury to have & modern locomotive puffing up Mt. Zion ?

The Arabs of the Ar~hian Peninsula, where they are not entirely in-
dependent, are restless and rebellious. The mysterious Mahdi hides
inthe Soudan and is a constant menace to the Ottoman Khalifat.
from the days of Mohammed-Ali Egypt has been only.a nominal vas-




