
TIuE FIRST SIX CENTNRIES.

some of the Pagan superstitions. Sec Mabillon, p. 15, andMocl,
Stil, ii. 71l, 72. To mc it is plain, that whatever différence of opinion

May arise as to. the exact rcading of this inscription to LeoparduF,
there can be no question that in it bis parents asked the Di .Mancs,
tle Pagan deities of the unseen world arter deatb, to receive with
fàw'or their innocent son. N.ýor cau there be any doubt that the in-
scriptiun is Christian, for this is proved by the use of tie tcros-
inl pctceim, cum spirita santa. On the latter sc 1Bpitaph, n. 12 ; and
on the use of Christian térins in Pagan inscriptions, sce notes on
Eýpiteipls 49, SS.

Q)Specinien o? Palooraphy: 939.

(Sec Plate IV, 1.)
(in Jfas. Capitolin. ; De Rossi, n. 50.

Aninze (Aniinoe) innocenti aaudentie, que (quoe)ý vi.rit annos '
rnenses V7i, dies XXII, iin Zace. -iliorciirius pater filiae d (cpo-sitoe)
C~idus Novernb. (irso et Polemio coss.

IlTo an innocent spirit Gaudentia, who livcd five years, seven months, twenty-
two days, in peace. ler father Mercurins for lus daughtiler buried on the sixth
day before the Ides of November, ia the Consul.ship of Ursais and Polemius,"
i. e. Novemnber 8tI, 338 .&. D.

(f ) Use of puer as applicd to persons of mature age 94.

ViISO ET POLE.MII CONSS NATVS PV1ER
NOMINE -'M l:RCVRIVS D IIII KAL APRL1
DEPOSITVS VII -KAL - lP QVJJ \rJ7Xj
ANN -XXIIII - . VII - DXV -BENEM - I.NP

(Pisauri ; e cocni. Urlds; De lrassi, n. 49.)

Urso et Poleinio Consitlibus, natus puer, noînine 31'ercuri us, dije 1IV
Kdlendas Apri1es, depositus ViI KJalendas Septembres, qui vixit annos
XXI V, inenses vii; dies XV, lJezeirnerenti in pace.

- In the Consulship of Ursus and Potenius (i. e. 338 A.D.) a boy was bora by
naine Mercurius, on the fonr th day before thc Oalends of April (i. e. Mardi 29tb).
]3nried on the seventh day before the Calends of Septeniber (i. c. August 26th),
who lived twenty-four years, seven months, fifteen days; to, hini well dcscrvîn-C
in pence."

On first si lt of this inscription, it scenis strange that a person of
twent.y-four yeurs of age s'nould be callcd piter, and that, ho should bc
tzaid tu hav<e been borti and buried ini the saie ycar. Thxe e\planation

is that naWus is used with reference to, birth by baptisin, estiniated by


