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cating Liguors as a Beverage, nor
ment, nor for persons in our Km=

.. The Half Orphans.

< -'This term is generally applied to children who bave jost
sither father or mother, by death, and there are some ver
excellent charitable institations in this city where such chil-
dren are taken in and provided for in infancy, and assisted
{0 ‘good situations in youth, so that they may not grow up
ss:such numbers do, to be mere street vagabonds, uncared
for by everybody, almost hated by all, friends to none, per-
fect Ishmaelites.

- Orphans, according to Webster, are children who are be-

réaved of parents. ¢ Bereaved. Deprived of, stripped and
left destitate.”

" Then we bave a great many orphans, who are not made
30 by death, They are deprived of parents, stripped, and
lgft destitte, more than if both father and mother, or either
of them were dead, for then some of our great and good
charitable institutions would receive them with open arms.

The most destitute orphans gre those who are bereaved of

rents by the great licensed orphan maker—the rum sel-
er—of’ thiv’ city: Perha}u ‘the most proper title for these
wonld be < half orphans,”’” for such they really are.

Of two of these we have a little story. Oaly in one cir-
cumstance is it different from a thousand others. Happily
for. this class of half orphans, there is one institution where
they find 2 home~—where no questions are asked what made
them 30 ; only * are you destitute 7—then come and share
the foed and shelter provided by those
o 8 Wha have a heart to feel for others® woes. >’

. Dasing one of our visits to this institution, while sittin

with the family of the Superintendent, a couple of beautifu
little flaxen haired girls, perhaps four and six years old, came
ryaning into the parlor to kiss Mrs. Pease, and say good
pight. - Three years ago such a scene in this very room
would-bave been the eighth wonder of the world. Then it
was the home of the filthy, wretched, vicious and miser-
sble, where half orphans were made; now it is the home of
pedce; hope, love and charity, to the bereaved and destitute.

t ~We were interested at once in these sweet little children,
- and enquired ¢ how came they here—who are they—where
| ftoin 7-—for evidently they are not of the ordinary Five
Points class.”? - '
fl "% Ican tell you nothing about them,” said Mis. Pease,
1 <8 or very little, A few days ago the door-keeper came up
il very early one morning, and said two gentlemen wished to
gee me. One was so in dress and address ; the other only
H 80 in‘the latter.  His face and -clothes told of what makes
orphans. ¢ Sir, said the first, ¢ [ have lately read some high-
| Iy intpresting stories, published in The Tribune, in which for
‘l{e' tst time I have learned the existence of the Five
i Points Hon%e of Industry, and its benevolent objects, and
. we have ctalled to make some personal inquiry.. This gen-
. tletidn has need of some assistance.’
¥ ¢ What is the case 2”?

L -

I have,” said he, ¢ two little girls, whohave no mother
to take care of them ; 1 might say no father either,” said he
aside, as he turned to wipe away an unbidden bitter tear.
1 cannot tell you the whole story.”

¢ You need not. We never inquire in this house about
the past. No one is allowed to inquire what an inmate has
been—only what they may be. To reform those who have
been bad, the past must be forgotten. We hope all who
enter here, begin a new life.”

% Oh 1 said he, ¢ what a blessed idea. 1If 1 could only
forget the past—the time when I was a Broadway merchant,
and drank my bottle of wine at dinner—when I lived in all
the domestic felicity-of a happy home, with-a virtuous wife
and two sweet children, 1 might forget that I have no home
now-that 1 am bid by my unpaid landlady to take my
brats away—that I must clear out this very day—that 1
never can have another mouthful in her house. Oh! can I
ever forget that 1 have fallen so low as to beg charity for
my worse than motherless children.”

¢ Then their mother is living ?°?

« ] do not know. I have not seen her for a year. 1 have
heard ot her, not long ago, but she is not fit to be a mother
to two such children. She left me, and her two little girls,
for a life of drunkenness and misery. She is worse than
dead to them. I need not tell you what I am. If you will
take my children and take care of them, I will go and bring
them directly. I have nothing to give, but I hope those who
have, will increase their charity enough to keep my poor
children from starving.”’

¢« Have they no relation who would take care of them 7% |

« Relations? Yes, sir ; among the rich and the proud of
the city. I, too, am proud, if 1 am degraded. [ can bear
degradation, but I could not bear to think my children were
the paupers of my own brother, or any relative who
would remind them of their degraded father, or (ell them,
perhaps, as they met a ragged woman staggering through
{he streets, ¢ that is your mother.” Never, sir, never.”

¢« Well, well, bring them here. You need not tell your
name or theirs. Only promise me one thing ; that you will
reform yourself, or, at least, try to do it, so that you can once
more be a father to your children.”

“ [ intend to, or never see them again.
be ashemed of a drunken father. They never will know
their mother. She doesnot know where they are, nor never
will know. I will leave the city to-day. [Lintend to get
away from old associates, and out of gight of the ever open
places of temptation that do nothing but drag me dowp,>

So he went away and brought the two children, pressed
them to his bosom, shed tears over them, called upon God
to bless them and those who took care of them, said good-
bye, and went away with a tear in his eye, and a prayer in
his heart, and nothing has been heard of "him since.

They never shall

We became much interested in these two ¢ half orphans,”
and noticed them as the pets of the missionary family, in
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