14

her entroatics, ho consonted, s far as words wero concetacd, to
all hey plans ; but while he somatimes hunted i portion for the
day, st was only to ndd a stronger for the night ; and wiule he
{reely nchnowledged hnt nothmg but total abstinence could rave
tim, ha continued to indulpo himsclf with that dangerous fittle,
w;;:ich he xaid was nbsolutely neceseary to enable him to resist ut
all,

“ I eannot endure the agony of my own thoughtx—I cannot
exist under the remembrance of what 1 have done—1 canuot luok
into §he hornible future,” was his constant remonstrance, when.
cver the hour or the day araved, which he hud fixed npon as the
commenceaient of his own system of restraint ! and when he et
again the calm reproving oye of his wife, he wonld repeat s ac-
customed pssertion, that if she would only prove to han b wno.
cence of onoe fatal ncy, o would from that hour become an al.
tered maun,

CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

accustomed to play,  Oppressed with e angubh of Jiis nfind, he
at last threw apen the window, rnd looked out. He had heard
yonng voices spesking in their pleasunt tones of innocenco asid
Joy, and ha now hehicld hin children, with their wother, scated
round a bitle breakfast-table under one of tho old trees which
grew ncat the house.

It was a beautiful picture, but 3t did not cscape his eye, that
they were all eating tho coarsest bread, served in the humblest
manner, though thoy had every sppearuneo of enjoying their meal
as much as of it hud been of the mast costly description.  For a
leng tune hic had leancd againet the side of the windaw, and
gazed with fixed attention on this scenc without the hitle party
bomp aware that ko was a rpeetator; bud no sooner did one of
thea ke the discovery, than it was whispered to the reat, and
atmost instantancously somcthing Bke ashadow fell upon them all.
fheir cheerfulness subswided, *herr laughter dicd away, and the

lensant 2nes they had been forming for all that was to be

1t was in this state of their domestic affnire, that El one
day recewved n lepter from bex siater, informing her of the alarunng
iness of Mr. West, An ithea at the same moment fashed s cross
her mind, and she detennined 1o act upon 1t without delay,  She
determined to go herself, and, if it was possible oblam an inter.
view with Mr. Weat, in prder {» ascertain with ceelainty whether
her husbaug had renlly hieen guilty of the act, whith ro often affor.
ded & pretext for plunging yei decper into guil  Under motenee
of visiting her family, sko therefore Izid her plans before her hus.
band, and it was agreed that sho should sct out on the folfowing
morning.

Amongst other infirmitics that were gradually stealing spon
Frederick Bond, he was now losing the refreshment of whelesome
sloep, The sleep he purchased was heavy and deep, but it was
not of Jong duration ; and his carly waking hours were the most
wietched of lits whale life,  On the mormng of his wife's projected
jrurncy, he awoke as usual, and found her alrcady prepanng for

er departure froms home; but fearing to bring upon himself—not
her reproaches, for these he scldom had to fear—but her affection.
ate appeals to his better feelings, ho studwously suppressed all signs
of intefligence, and allowed her to proceed in her occupations
uadistarbed.  §e had retired to rest the night betore in his usual
manner, and Eleanoy, as her customt wes, no sooncr saw the
bright sus.bicams on the window ncar his bed, than she gently
drew the curtaw over him, lest they should increase the throbbmyg
hezdachs, with whick, under hiis present circumstances, bealways
awoke. She then with great caution folded down the bed.clothes
that scenicd to intcrrupt his breathing, raised the pillow underneath
his head, placed beside him & glass of pure water, and. returning
to the window, aprned it just so far as to admit the fresh morning
air, scented with sweet.brisr, and all pleasant things that were
offering their ineenae ta the fsing sun.

After this, the reom was silent; and Frederiek venturing to
open his eyes, discovered that his wife was kneeling in theatinude
of prayer, while the cxpression of her fuce wore such a look of
earnest entreaty, as lie never from that moment could forget. It
seemed as if the working of her feclings had at last overcame all
remembranco of his presence, for she began to speak sudibly, and
then he found that her soul was labounng with & secret hope, the
nature of which he could not ascertzin, though of its relavon w
himself he was left to eatertain no doubt.  She then prayed car.
nestly for her children, committing them to the cure of ther
heavenly Father, particularly during her expected absence s and
then again, after having risen from the ground, she knelt down.
and, bursting into &n agony of tears, entreated for the pour pradi.
gal, that he might be brought home to his Father’s bosom ; that
o might be regarded, while yet afar off, and that she and her
children might be preserved every day and cvery hour from fxy.
ing or doing what might tend to keep him as an alien from his
Father's house,

It was impossible for the wretehed marn, while listening to this
prayer, to shut ont the burning tears that gushed from lus eyes.
He had nover before been made so fully sensible of his seal situa.
uon, as it relatrd to his wife and famity—he liad never befure been
made so clearly to understand that nothing short of that Power
which fiad been invohed conld save him from ulter destructn
here and heresfter.  This conviction seemed to fall upon um at
first like a load which he was unable to sustain; and no sooner
was he left alone, than he atose, and paced to and froinina cham-
ber the victim of thoughts and appechensions too wretehed for
description.

‘Tins apartment was a swall room on the ground.foor, opening
by un old.fashioned lattice, through a perfeot bower of Yorcs and
sv/oct.briar, opon 8 little orchard.green, where his childeren were

:

dune in their mothers absence, and the pronuscs they wero
making her, sunk 1to silenco on their lips; while they ato the
reinainder of their breakfast without & word or a smile.

Fredenck Bond shrunk back into his roons ;
hiave shrunk into the centre of the easth.

* Am I so hoirible a_monster.” he exchimed, * that T eannot
look upon my own children without withesing their joy 2

A8 he raid this, he caugit & glimpac of his fignro in the glas ;
und 118 wonder, if he had felt any, might well have ccaeed, His
faco was saflow, hiv cheeks hnd fallen into deep hollows, his cyes
were red and glaring, his black bair wae matied into scparato.
locks, that seemed as if starting from hia head. e was wrapped
in a loose dressing.gown, and all hie movements were accum.
panied by & certam degree of musenlar distortion 3 especially ns
face, which was once haggsome, but which had lstely beeu die
fignred by convulsive twiches, at which his younger children
langhed, wiile the older ones were alraid.

*“No wonder,” said he, *they shun and hate me. I envy
them the power of cucaping from such a monster ; but how shall
I eseape from myself 7

Ho then swallowed his accustomed morning draught, and
befote his wife had come 1o take leave of hum, ho had bepun to
feel more the master of himselfl.

* Fredenick,” said Elcsnor, returmning again after sho had bid
mm good.bye, « this iv the firrt time I hove left you and the ch.
dren” alotie; for their sakes—for mine, may ‘1 ask of you one
kindnces 7

“ What is 117

“ Will yon abstain— will you cndeavour to bo your batter self,
until my retuen 7

¢ Lpossiblo!  Heaven knows 1 pladly would, if the power
was in me ;3 but you kaow, Bleanar, 3t is tnpossible.”

“ All things are possible with God, Frederick. Will you not
ask him to heip you 1

1 dare not.

“ Of what are you ulraid? Surely thers is more to dread in
the daily violation of his holy law, than m the ample act which
he has hunsclf enjomned—the et of coming 1o hit m simplicty of
heart, to ask his pardon for the past, and Ius aid in resisting teinp-
tation for the future.”

“ But my ss arc beyond 2l hope of pardon.’”

* ‘They are, winle permisted in 3 not otherwise”

“You forget that I am a murderer.”

1 do not forges that you behieve yoursell to beeo.  Yet, even
for the murderer, there s hope of purdon. Do not, dear Fre.
denek, attempt to measure your culpabiity by the opimons of
men. 1 have heard you say, yourself, thei it isthe simplc nature
of sin, as such, which makes it hateful in the sight of God; and
though some £113 may be more offunsive and injurious 10 society
than others, ali are cqually forbidden by the divine law.  If, there.
fore, we would in reabty take the Bible as our guide, we maust be.
heve that the murderer is not more guilty, than the man who ap-
propriates lus neighbour's goeds; the drunkard, than he whe
chenshes in the scerct of his heart the spirit of envy or revenge.

 Take courage, then, dear Fredenck. Some of us are serely
beset with temnptations of many kinds. You have one provasting
temptatian,  Dircety then, all your cfforts against this deadly
encmy, and when once effectually congured, it will be conquered
for life, Farewell, dear Fredenck; o you find yoursclf lonsly
when I am gone, remember that Gud i near you, waiting to bo
gracious.  And now, once more, farewell.  Take care of tho dear
children ; and may their hesvenly Fatner bluoes and protect you

ho would willingly

alt ™



