CABINET OF THEOLOGY.

Tur EviDENCE rrOM MinacLes aNn PrROPIECY.
Its Necessiry axo Natuee.

‘We must aduit also that the great laws of the ma-
terial universe are so uniform in their operations as
32 thataf any marked suspension takes place—if in the
midst of their even and regular carcer they are sud-
denly stopped, anda power greater than their own in-
terposes to controt them, that power is God's—and 1t
the man in whose favour suchinterpositions are grant-
ed, claims to be_commissioned to reveal the will of
Godto man, and such interpositions is brought upon
‘the laws of nature in such connection with his reve-
“i#lation asto evince that claim, it is thetestimony of God
—itis the great seal of Heaven stamped upon his
33 commission—it discloses the omnipotence of God,
% sanctioning his claim toinspiration,
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#® A voice from heaven would not answer the pur-
2% pose.  If aman wereto inform the world that he had
]:card a voice from heaven, how few would believe
% him ! How much room would there be for skepti-
cismand ridicule! You hecard a voice, did you?
You heard a voice, saying, * Iam God, and such 1s
' my will,” &c.? But how do you know it was the voice
of God 7 Oiher invisible spirits may speak, possibly,
and claim tobe God:  How do you know but it may
Z havebeenthey who spoke A bright angelic vist-
want, with sparkling eyes, and glittering wings, and
. glowing tongue, would not sufiice, without the proper
3 signature of God to his own mission. For who can
% te)l whether he wastruly an angelof light, or Satan
¢ transformed 7 Our faith would not reston God, but
on the angel ; and whether he came from heaven or
not, would rest on hisown testunony, not on the testi-
mony of God. Supposea man should present huu-
sclf 1o me and say, ¢ Sir Iperceive you are in grei.
darkness, and I am sent to teach you the way to God.”
1 would reply, ¢ Sir, Iam much obliged to you, but
5 what evidence have youto shuw that heaven has sent
i vou? I ammuchin thedark,and need teaching, but
¥ Iwantto know who iy teacher is,and whence he
-derives his commission to teach.,” e says, “1can
% perform a thousand wouderful feats, whose manner
of’ vperatich you cannot exphin.” ¢ True, but they
contain no evidenee of superhuman power—I know
that you knuw how you du them, though I cannot tel)
the manner, and I sce ho reason to think them above
the cunning, craftiness and dexterity of man.  They
are all sleight of hand. They are none of them
} works which none but God can do. They are lymz
wonders, and give me no confidence in your author:-
. “Well, 1 can perform things superhuman, amd
show you wonders which no mortals can perform.”
¢ It may beso; and yet these wonders may not surpass
the power of created agents ; for heaven and hellare
full of mighty spirits; and how am Itoknew that
your aid isnot from the father of lics to deecive me ?
Can you govern the laws of nature at your bidding—
can you command or stop the showers of heaven—
can you send pestilence and drive away discases—
.can you raise the dead—can you stopthe sun ? These
are the seal of Hecaven. Show methis seal on your
<ommission, and I will believe you are sent of God,
and are authorisedto teach his will.

« I knowthatifhe can do all this, he must come from
L God. If hecan stop the sun in his course—if he can
¢ produce rain for ten days at agiven hour—if his
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owerbeto shake the pillars of heaven, Iask no more.

am certain this is God. Noman,nor devil, norangel,
can do that. I knowthatGod is with him, and have
confidence that his mission is authentic.

But such are the evidences upon which we rely to
subdtantiate the Bible as the word of God’s revelation
for our guidance, for time and etcrnity. And this
cvidence js contained in the miracles and prophecies
connected with that beok,

A miracle i+ such a ~ontrol uf the the laws of nature,
as nonebut God, who made the world, can accom-
plish.  And in such velations to a revelation as give it
the divine attestation,

And prophecy is such a record, in the revelation of
future evenis—such _and so many as no finite mind
could foresee or conjecture.—Beecher.

Tug JupomesT.—When the first day of judgment
happened—that of the universal deluge of waters upon
the old world, the calamity swelled Jike the flood, and
every man saw hisfriend perish, and the neighbors
of his dwelling, and the relatives of his house, amd
the sharers of his joys, and yesterday’s bride, and the
new-born heir, the priest of the family, and the honor
ol the kindred—all dying or dead, drenched in water
and the Divine vengeance; and then they had no
place to flee unto—nv man caved for their souls; they
had none to go unto for counvel, no sanctuary
high cnough to keep them from the vengeance that
rained down from heaven; and soit shall he at the
day of judgment, when thatworld and this, and ail
that <hall be born hereafter, shall pass through the
~ame Red Sea, and be all baptized with the same fire,
and be involved in the same cloud, in which shall be
thunderingsandticrrorsinfinite; every man's fear shall
be increased by his neighbors? shrieks, and the amaze-
ment that all the world shall be in, shall unite as the
<parks of a raging furnace intoa globe of fire, and
roll upon its own principle, and increase by dircct ap-
earances, and intolerable reflections.  He that stands
in a church-yard in the time of a great plague, and
hears the passing-bell perpetually telling the sad sto-
ries of death,and sees crowds of infected bodies press-
ine to their graves, and others sick and tremulous,
and death.dressed up m all the images olsarrow, round
about him, is not supported in his spirit by the va-
ricty of his sorfow:  and at duomsday, when the
terrors are universal, besides that it is dtself so
much greater, because it can affright the whole world,
it i~ also made greater by communication and a sor-
rowtnl influenee; griefbeing then strongly infectious,
when there is no variety of state, but an cntire king-
dom of fear; and amazement is the kingof all our
passions; and all the world its subjecis: and that
carick must needs be terrible. when millions of men
and women, at the same instant, shall fearfully cry
ont, and thenni<e <hall mingle with the trumpet of the
archangel, with the thunders of the dying and groon-
ing heavens, and the crack of the_dissolving world,
wiren the whole fabric of nature shall shake into dis-
solution and cternat ashes—Jeremy Laylor.




