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JACOB AND) ESAU.

Oc'ronîta Io. GîFNi:sis xXVII: 22-40.

~SAA C %vas of a gentle and] retiring disposition.
~Little is recordet] of bis lue at lkersh eba ex.

cept tbat lie digged %%eils andi worshipped
Gocl, ch. 24 : 63. At 40 yealrs Of age hie iarrieci
Rebelcali, dauiter of Bethuel, ch. 24 and] 25 *20.
The twins werc born whcin lic was So. They grcw
up very différent types of men ; Esau, at]venturous,
jovial, ready for any sport; Jacob a plain shrewd
farier, ch. 25 : 27, w-ho knew bow to drive a goot]
bargain, ch. 25 : 31-34. At this limie the sons
wcre 77 ycars of age. Isaac was 137. Fis eye-
sight haclfaiîcd, andl the infirmities of nge suggest-
ccl 10 him the propricty of making his last will anti
bestowving a blessing on bis sons. But lie attainied
the nge of 18o, ch. 35 : 28. Jacob, inst igated hy
his mother, had recourse lu chea ing anti lying in
order to forestaîl the blessing tat rightfully bc-
longea to Esau by prîority of birth. The plot
neaxly failed. V. 22. The voice is _7acob's-he bat]
forgotten to simnulate the tone of Esau's voice.
Bit the /zapds-skilfully disguised, felt so like
Esau's, the oid inan thought bis ears mnust have
misled hlm. So li blessed himi-rathcr, h& resolvet]
to bless hlm as bis legal heir. V. 24. Art thoit
my son? P H had stili some doubts, and put Jacot)
on bis word of honour. "Ian -This shameful
and humil iating falsehood cannot bc extenuiatet].
Hie was signally punished for it. He became a
slave to Laban for 20 years, ch. 31 : M!. Esau
lorded it over hlm and distresseti hum, ci'. 32 : 7,8.

i-Is ivife, Rachel, <lied by the road-sicle, ch. 35 -
19. His fatber-in-law cheated hlm, ch. 31 : 7.
His own sons deceivet] him, ch'. 37 Z 32-34M. Vs.
25-27. ilIy sons: ven:ison-a custoinary covenant
sacrifice effered by the recipient of the blcssing.
Kissed hiin--the invariable salutation la the east,
even to this dal. The itme// of his rairnc,t-the
aromatic odours of the Syrian fields is proverbial,
S. Song, 4 '. 11, Hosea 14 - 6. VS. 28, 29. The
drwu of heave'n-in a dry country, w'hcre rain seidoin
falls froin March to September, the crops mairily
depend upon the copious dews. Corti and zizt.e-
some parts of Palestine wvere vcry fertile, Deut 8 :
7-9. The wvboic country was famnous for its vine.
yards The biessing conveyed a prophetic promise
of fruitfuiness, plenty, pourer, and] divine protection.
Vs. 30.34. Upon Esau's return the fraud was dis-
covered. Isaac, though greatly distresset], could
not revoke the blessing . indeed bie secins to have
recognized the hanci of Got] in it ant], by faith, ac-

qet, Heb. Il ; 20. B/es nie, e-'en nmc-Esau
biterly bcwailcd lus foliy ini bartering awvay bis
birth-right, ch. 25 - 34. Vs. 35, 36. Withi subtil-
ty-deceitfuîly, sec Gen. 3 Si . jpaited-true
tu bis naine, he outsvitted me. V. 37. Thy> Lord-
Though Esau %vas not personaily subject to lus bro-
ther, his posterity became tributary to the Israehites,
2 Sam. 8 : 14.

LE:ARN. It is a wvise and proper tbing to rnake
one's will wnhile ln the possession ofone's faculties.
Ja.cob's misfortunes teach -as that honesty is the
best policy.

OCToBua 17. GENSISs XXVIII : 10-22.

,~SAU had threatened J acob's life for ciîcating
hlmn out of bis hirth-right, chi. 27, 41- To
avert this danger, Rebekali hacl agoin re-'

COtrnC to st1mb geni, representing to Isaac bier fear
lest Jacob shou Id iake a foolishi marriage with the
lieatlicn Canannites as Esstu hiad a1rea*' done to
their sorrow, Ch. 26:- 3 . WVould it not be a good
thing to senti hini away for a whilc among his rela-
tions in MesQpotanin ? To this Isaac readiy as-
sented, gave hlm his parting blessing, and] bid hlm

fgo to Padanarain. Jacob, nothing loLde, sets out
from Beershba, a solitary -%vanderer, on bis long
journey Of 450 miles through a rougi and dcsert
country. V. i . Ligh/ed tipt a etain 01ace-
Tt was not ";chance," but a providential guidance
that brought hum to the spot* made saCred by his
grand-father, i6o years before, ch. il : S. 13 : 3.
Took of Mhe stûnies-of the %ery saie, perhaps,
useci by Abrahain for his altar-for hi: s /w-
pretty bard pillow, but Jacob %vas used to " rough-
ing it " and sleeping thus in the open air wvas not
uncommron in that country. V. 12. lie dremed-
neyer siep. sounder ln his life. A /cdder-dreams
oftcn present strange pharitasies. The ladder xnay
have seemcd a gigantic mountain, its ledges resem-
biing steps or stairs by %vhich il niight be ascended.
The asige/s, céc.-This affords the key of the vision,
namnely,- the intimate connection subsisting be-
twixt lîcaven and cart«Il by the tninistrations of an-
gelic messengers, Heb. i : 14, teaching hlm that,
though a wvanderer, camping out, and exposed to
dlanger, h,- was yet encompasset] by the presence
and] protection of Got]. Ps. 34 : 7. Our Lord
himsclf teaches us that the iadder signifiet] the Son
of Man, John i : 5 1-thîe way toheaven, John 14:-
6. V. 13.- The Lor-d stood above il - rcveaiing
I-Iimself the Covenant God of Jacob, as hoe had
been of Abraham and Isaac. V. 14. As the dust
of ihe eair/h-a renewval of wvorit]-wide blessings,
see ch. Il .23, pointing to tihe spiritual sced of
Abrahamn, Rom. 9 : 7, 8. GaI. 3 : 7-9. V. 15. 1
lai: with thee, ctéc. If God be willî us; if lie wvill,

" keep ' us ; neyer leave us -, bring us at iast to bis
beavenly kingdons, we need fear no evii, Ps. 23,
and 121 :.5, S. Isa. 43 : 2, 3. Vs 16, 17. Jacob
azwkeed-to find himself a converted man. Hom'
dreadfiu/-ho:v awe-inspiring the presence of Jeho-
vah ! ExO. 3 : 5. The more wvc sec of Got], the
more wve are abased on account of our sins. V. :8.
A pi//ar-to mark the place againsi lie came back.
P-oui-ed vi/-a solemn act of consecration, sce Lev.
2:.1. 1 Sain. 10; 1, Ps. 23 :5. VS. 20, 21.
Vowed-evit]ence of his self.t]edication to God.
And co,,ze again intace-he had set out ln great
dispeace, fonsau's threat. Tht,: sha//tize Lor-d-
I-lis words are r.ot be concidered as impîying a
a doubt, or stipulating conditions; rather, sù:ce
Goui bath promiset] ail these things, I wvilI hence-
forth consecrate myseif, and ail that 1 own, Io his
service.

LEARN that thougli %e are continuaiîy sinning
against God, he graciously visits us with undeserved
mercies and is willing to pardon ail who believc-
and repent. Isa i : x8.
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