THE PLRESBYTERIAN.

-most verge of self-gacrifice in ransoming our
souls, should be wanting to us in what will |
cost Him no sacrifice, but yet is necessary |
to complete our saivation ?  If the soulhas |
the least scintillation of a desire to be holy; |
much more, if it is bent on being holy, as
far as its power goes; still more, if itis
striving and struggling to be holy, and beat- |
ing against the cage of its corruptions in-a
great longing for spiritual freedom, as a
poor imprisoned bird beats, who sees out-
side the bright sun and the green trees, and
other birds flitting 1o and fro in the blue
ether,—is it conceivable that the Incarnate
Love, the Love which bled, and agonized, |
and poured itself out in death for the ob- |
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jeets on which it had fastened, should not
meet that desire, that longing, that striving, |
and visit the soul with power? As with- |
out holiness no man shall (or can) see the
Lord, must not Christ be much more earn-
estly anxious to make us holy, than we can
be to be made so? If we do not believe in
this earnest anxiety of His, do we believe in
His love at all?  Have we ever really ap-
prehended it; or has it been merely a tale
recited to our cars, which we do not care
indecd to contradict, but which has never
at all taken hold of, or touched our
hearts?

AR ! what if these struggles to be holy |
should themselves be in a certain sense a .
token of unbelief?  What if the poor bird |
imprisoned in the cage should be thinking
that, if it is ever to gain its liberty, it must
be by its own exertioas, and by vigorous ,
:n ] frequent strokes of its wings against the
bars? If it did so, it would ere long fall
back breathless and exhausted, faint and ,
sore, and despairing.  And the soul will |
have a similar experience, which thinks that .
Christ has indeed won pardon and accep-
tance for her. but that Sanctification she -
must win for herself, and under this delu-
sion beats herself sore in vain cfforts to cor-
rect the propensities of a heart which the
Word of Gad pronounces to be “ desper-
ately” wicked. That heart,—you can make
nothing of it yourself;—leave it to Christ,
in quict dependence upon Hisgrace. Suffer
Him to open the prison-doors for you, and
then you shall fly out and hide yourszelf in
your Lord's bosom, and there find rest.
Yicld up the soul to Him, and place it in -
His hands; and you shall at once begin to
have the delightful experience of his power
in sanctifying.

“Yicld up the soul,” we say.  Andin
saying so, we of course imply (though it
needs to be expressed, as well as implied) -
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that you yield up your will without reserve.
There is no such thing as yielding up the
soul, without yielding up the will; for the
will is the chief power of the soul. Christ
Himself cannot sanctify a moral agent,
whose will holdspersistently to bis corrup-
tions. Kven a man cannot liberate a bird
from its cage, which likes to stay there, re-
fuses to move when the door is opencd, and
flies back when it is taken out. God has
given us a frec will, the exercise of which
cannot indeed change our hearts or renew
our moral nature, but which can say * Nay"

' to the world, to the flesh and to the devil;

which shows that it can say “ Nay’’ by say-
ing it sometimes, when worldly interests are
concerned. And this “ Nay” it must say,
if the soul is to be sanctified, and bring
forth fruit.

1I. But our blessed Lorp said not only
“ Abide in Me,” but also * Let Me, or
take heed that I. abide in you.” He thus
teaches us that Ordinance, as well as Faith,

. forms part of the system of His religion,

and especially that Ordinance, in which in-
deed all others arc included, by which He
communicates Himself to the faithful soul,
In order to the fruitfulness of the vine-
branch, two conditions have to be fulfilled;
the first, that the branch shall adhere close-
ly to the stem, and offer an open tube for

. the passage ef the sap,—this 15 the abiding

of the branch in the vine; the second, that

_ the sap shall risc ever and anon from the

vine-stock, and pass into the branch,—this
is the abiding of the vine in the branch.

, Similarly in the case of the Christian. The

first condition of his spiritual fruitfulness
is. that he shall adhere by a close trust to
Christ, and keep open towards Him the
avenues of faith, hope, and cxpectation.
Thisis, ** Abide in Me.” The second is,
that Christ shall continually send up into
his hearta current of holyinspirations, new
loves, ood impulses, devout hopes. Or,
more accurately, that He shall communi-
cate Himself to the soul by the continual
influx of the Holy Ghost. This is, “ And
Iin you.” And this commaunication of
Himsclf is made specially (where that Sa-
crament may be had) in the Supper of the
Liord; He comes at those scasons into the
opened avenuc of the faithful communicant’s
soul, comes to cement by 1lis own passage
into the inner man the un‘on in whrch our
faith cleaves to Him; and the result is
“the strengthening and refreshing of our
souls by the Body and Blood of Christ, as
our bodies are by the Bread and Wine.”
Thus a devout and frequent use of the



