Jgsus smd to his disciples.
bat | am !

Whom do vou

Simou Peter answered and sasd .
the Son of the hiving God.

And Jesus answenng, sai to him  DBlessed
hoa Suon Bar-Jona

Axi 1 8ay 10 thee  THAT Thou anT Peiea
vron rins nock | witt, ruted My CHureH, aNv
GATES OF HELL SHALL NOT PREVAIL AGAINST (1.

Aso 1 suant cive o THER tue Kevsor roe K
VoM OF MEAVEN,
upon earth, wskall bo bound alva i heaver  and w

.muver thon shalt lnase on carth shall be lovused aisoan

heaven. S, Matthew xvr. 15~19.

Thou art Christ

because tlesh and bload hath
not revealed it to thee, butmy father who 130 heaven

And whatsoever thou shal® bind .

8y
art

ASND
THE

ING-

hat- .

the

the

Redecmer who instrycts him.
wliel we =re drawn from tho gulph of Sin represent
ed by a fisher’s not !
wlho draws 1t ; the other diseiples lead theie mid, but it
18 Perer that presents the fishes to our Redeciner.,

1s at its head.
dom ?
have it shadowed under the symbol of flock and fold ?
Sarnt Peter is the Shepberd, and Umversal Pastor
under Jesus Chnst.!
Visc. 42.

¢ Is the Church hikened up' > 3 house * 1t s place:
ou tha foundaten of a rack, which s Peter Wil
you represcnt it under the figure of a famdy ! You

behold our Redeemer paying the tnibute as .1s inaster
and afier lum romes Peler as fus 1epresentutive. |

Church a bask ' Peter 1 its pilot ; and 1t s one

s the doctrine hy
1t 18 Peter who casts it Petes

L
Samt Petar
Do you prefer the fizure of a K.ng
Samt Petcr carriesits koys. I fine, will you

Church represented by an embassy

S. Francis of Sales. Controv.
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LETTERS

By the Right Rev. Jonx Hucurs, D. D., Bishop
af New Yurd, on the wmportance of lang an
Commmunon with Christ’s One, Foly, Catholic
and Apostolical Chuct.

LETTER IX.

Dean Reanvr—

82, 'Tho whole uf thissubject of the Tharch.
centunly the most impartant 1n the entise range
of Cnistian theology, mav, after what has already
been said, be comprised 1n a few paragraphs.
The great difference between Catholics and Pri-
vate Reasovers 1s this  the former naturally, and
by the institutians of Chnst, look for the truth of
Revclation 1o aud through that Visible Socsety ur!
wmen origivally recessing it frum lim, and per-
petuated with a moral adentuy of cununuation,
until the preseni day. The Puvate Reasoners,
ap the other hand, discard this Society altoge-
ier, and seck for ghe truths of Religion without
1& Intervention, prepared 1o build up what they
call a Church formed from the resnlts of thewr
individual prvate interpretauon of Holy Scrp-

are. TheChurch of God on Farth 1s compused

of men, but to these men Chnstimparted the depo-
wt of eiernal truth, with command to presesve,
2nd authority to propagate, the same uniil the
end of the world.  Now Catholics know ,as well
as Prvate Reasoners, that mnen, as such are fal-
.bis—but, they do not suppuse, wun Private
Reasoners, that the fallitality of man's nature ¢
10 triumph over the wisdom and the power of
Uhrist in the presersation and perpetnauion of
those saving truths which were originelly com-
municated by Him for the salvation of the world,
and the linowledge and certainty of which were
as cssential to all generations, as they were to
that in which he spoke and taught.

83. Remark accordingly ; that the lHoly
Seriptoresand the early Christian wriers, o
tbeir reference to the ductnines of Our Saviour,
constantly point to the Society that had received |
these doctrines, and never, at least 1 2 scuse
that would exclude the Society. to the doctunes
themselves in the abstract. 'The prwnciple 1o
volved in this mode of reference 1s analagous to
that by which one would reach the sog} of sutne
fellow-being.  Man is so constituted that he can
take cagnizance of the bady in which 1t dwells,
but not of the spirit itself, except through iis ma-
nifestations in the body. Now, the inapired
written word of God frequently designates the
Chautch as the Body of Christ, as if 10 adapt the
grest isstitution of His spiritual Kingdom on the
earth to the actual condition of our nature, so
1hat we may nos, like the Private Reasoners, be
35 children tossed to and fro, by cvery wind of
doctrine, looking for the Spirit ; but that seoing
the Body around us, and in the midst of us,
wherever the Church is found, from the rising to
the setting of the sun, we may there find with
centainty what thoy seek fur elsewhero in vain.
Where the body of Christ is, there is His Spirit,
thore are His promisoes, there is His Doctrine ;
—and as the soul in man manifests itself through
corpoteal faculties, zo also the truth, and the
teaching and tho knowledge of God, as the soul

manner through the organic facultiues of this,
Chris.’s mystical Body. ‘The Church’s manner
of teaching 1s human, and such also was ine
manner of the Apostles, and of the Saviour by
whom she has been founded . but thia is only
her earthly phase, this is only the process of
bringing out to the vimble world, the Divine
light, once kindled, and now ivextinguishabie in
her consciousness, and 1n her wteligence. The
medium, if you please, dims in the transition, the
brightness of tho heavenly illumination which it
transmits, but in this it is fitted and adapted to
the feebleaess of human vision, so that, when the
eye of the mind comes to rest upor the awful mys-
tertes which the Church teaches, the economy of
Gad’s institution 18 such, that the brightness does
not owerwhelm us.  Men live and move in the
light of day, but it comes to their sight reflected
and not by direct beams, as if their eyes were
strong enough to encounter the glare of the noon-
day sun.

84. The Church is composed, therefore, of two
patts . the voe represenung the Body off Chnist,
the other His Soul, Inasmuch as tlus Body 1s
composed of men, 1t is hmnau , but inasmueh as
1t 15, animaied by the Spint of Him whose Bo-
dv 1t .3, the Church s Divine,  She p.nceeds in
all her offimal acts either n determining the
truth that God commatied to her keeping, or
condemuing the error specndly opposed to any
poriion of that truth, 1n 2 two-fold manner. “She

first decision which she ever gave, in her corpo-

of Moses, vou cannot be saved.™

Church.

1 a human manner, but, at the same time, with
a direct leaning on the Divine and invisible ele-
ment which constitvtes the source of her eternal
inerrancy. —**And when there hid been much
disputing, Peter nising ¢p, sawd 1o them My
brethren, you know that in former davs God
made choice among us that by my mouth the
gentiles should hear the word of the Guspel and
believre. Aund God, whe knoweth the hearts,
gave lestimony, gpiving unto them the Holy
Ghost as well as 10 us.  And put no differénce
between us and them, purifying their hearts by
faith. Now, therefore, why tempt you God
to put 2 yoke upon the neck of the disciples,
which neither our fathers nor we have been able
tobear ' But by the graco of the Lord Jesus
Christ we believe to be saved, in like manner as
thay also. And all the multitude held their
peace.”’—Acts xv., 7-12

This may be regarded as the preamble, or in-
troduction, to the final sentence which the Church
was about to promouace. But when thst sen-
tence is to be uttored, you perceive that it is not

men alone, since, in the 28th verse we tead.
* For it hath scemed good to tho Holy Glost and

of thz Chureh, oxhibit themselves in 3 sensible

o us to lay oo further burthen,*” &c.

the Church s about to pronounce, and Peter, u:,
- * : HIPR o
the name of the Church, utters the decision also, , they scemed 1o flourish, they were actually fading

85. This example, which 18 recorded in the
mspired volume, must necessanly have taken
prace in the practice of tha Church, antertor to
s being commutted 10 wriung. The Churchhas
never deviated from the practical rule here faig
dowa by her foundets, At whatever penod er-
rar appeared and was advacated, so that any por.
tion af the Church of Chrsst was hiable to be Jed
from the (anh, by is delusiveness, the Church,
either by the assembling of the ancients under
the prunucy of Peter, in the person of lus suc-
cessor, cmploved diligence to invesugale and
atudy moro thoraughly the relations of the pri-
utive dootrine on the question agitated, as also
of the errur opposes tu that ductnne, and ali s
1n 3 human manaer—bat when, finaliy, the sen
tence was to be pronsunced, diseniminating be-
wween the article whieh was of faith, and the
new herstical propostion, the judgment was al-
way's substantsaily uitered 1 1ho same language
—ist hatl seemed good o the Holy (Ghost aud to
us,  Afies ihe seotence was once pronounced,
there was no exgcuse tur thuse whu torsook the
Church and autached themselves o the Prvate
Reasoners of the sereral ages ihat have since
clapsed.  And nsihe human body, wher na

sound and healihy condition, dnives jorth the
nonous humours, and repels the nfectinns than}

would taint a1, 80 the Church, by trad’s appaint-
ment, ecanomised the jutness ot ts 1nerntor hie,
by.remoying all she.esxciesgences o1 private error,
wlich would at unce have deformed ns cemhiness

Crrors

carned torth wnh them no perenmal fountasn of
spimtual vatality. So it was wih the Judasers

mentioned in the teat , so with the liwnites and ;

the Nazareans. 50 wrb the Gnosues. the Ni-
coiantans, the Conmlians, the Basmiideans, and
Saturnimaans, the Valentunans, the Marcionites,
tho Moutamsts, the Manicheans, the Sabellians,

Pelagians, the alingenses, the Wyckhffentes, the

the Catholie Churciv was exhaused. W hiist

awiy—~and soitis now wuth those whe have
seauced friun the Church by the private resson-
g of Calvin, Luther, Sacuuus, Cranmer, and
the athers. In the land of Luther, his followers
hawe 2lided, alast sucunscionsly to thamselves,
wte rank infidelizy—w kst they read the Bible,
hevever, and then reasun uponst.  In the land
of Calvan 1t is the same  In England thero1s a
geuteel confurmity among genteel people to cer-
tain statuary  forms of religion—the ungenteel,
that1s the lower classes, remaning enveloped
in the thickest fulds of brutal ignorance and vice.
In this country the actuai condition of Prisate
Reasoners may be described in four words—In-
difference in part, Fanaticism 1n part aull, wuh
a large portion ot Infigelity, on one side, and 2
small counterpoise of calm and sober -* Religio-
anty” on the other. Bnt whether you speak of
Germany, Switzerland, France, or A morica, the
word which expresses the gemeral condition
everywhere is Confusion ! Confusion ! Confu-

sion ! ! Thatis to say, religious disagreoment,
religious controversies, rchigious divisions and
subdisisions, to the ernd of the chapter. Sach

ing frem the Jabors of those who wero separated
from the Church in the sixteemh century.

86. Itis a great relief to the mind to turu
away from this melanchol, tate of t}ings among
the private Reasuners to the calm, steady, and
uniform course of the Church for a period o
more than eighteen hundred years. She send-
the same message of salvation to the east and
to the west, to the north and to the soeuth, unt:l
she will have delivered it to all nauons, and
have imbved with its heavenly meaning the
hearts of all people, and tribes, and nations
When individuals, or even mighty nations wals
their rulers, prove themselves unworthy of such
tan ihernance, she cuts them o, be they pre-
‘lates, kings, nobles, or peasanty. Sneknows no
distinction, and when such nterests 2re izvolved
she has no consciousness ol fear, no cal aia ;ons
of the contingencies of futurity. Nur st ut-
ceseary that the cause should invilve the denial
“of all her doctrines. It.s enough tha; :ay use
:duclnno of the deposit of Clnist's
1shuu]d be obst:nately dented, 10 ¢niail .ot sen-
‘tence by which the infected mamve:r suall be
Isepemted from her comunen.ou. I by aa eatra
“vagant Supposiion of Ln umpossible conlaeact
all the Bishops of Frauce, Germauy, wad Taly,
should deny obsuinately any oi.c ducirne defined
by the Ceuncal of Frent, she would eaceminun:-
cate them with greater pauw, but watn as luue
reservation asif they were but as Roage n Ger-
many, or Kirwan among oursclies.  Un the

soeddation

rate capaciy, 18 that recorded in the f,fwemh’nf\d \sas?xcd the resvutces of 1ts spirtual hgl:h.lmhcr hand, while she is anitnated wiii the most
chapter of the Apostles Acts: when somej'! ihey had been alluwed 10 udhere 1w it Lhey i gane and tender zeal for the gatheriag of souls
¢ connng down from Judea, taught the brethren, Might Ine or seern 1o by dur 2 e while, by §n6 the fold of Christ, she could not zbate ane
that except you be eircumcised after the manner | he pover ef thew late communson wub her. But
Here was albresently disputes among ihemselves,
sinall specurenof what we have called Private|0Te exiravagant than thuse hrst thought of— f the conversion of the whole world.
Reasonmg. Pavland Barnabas wese present.) division and sub-divisien among them  gave wa-, capable of doing the ene or the uther. she would
and for 2 mement involved 1 the discussioa. i MHiest evudence that za leaving the Charch, 1hey {100 be the Chureh that Jeses Clirist. establisived
But, ustead of deciding the questiun, enther by,
appealing to the Bible, or to the authonuty of m-!
spiration, whicn St. Paul undeubtedly pussessed ‘
tire matterss referred to the Church in the agpre- |
gate of her prerogative. This is the procesding ,
according 1o the haman form of the Body of xhc:
Satements and counter-statenients |
having, no doubt, heen submitted ; dxlxgencc; the Anaus, the Neswnaas, ke loutveluzns, the
having, no doubt, been obsersed, and pains takean, .
afier a human manaer, 10 sift cut from the ex-:llussites, aotto nime thousands of other sects
trancous matter, the true and precise proposition | that seemed 10 hive a Litle winle, unil, tho rem-
on which a dezision was solicited. “I'lng done, | nant of vitality which they brought forth trom

i jnt or tittle of her dectrine 10 secure the retarn
"of the nations that have fallen frum  her fauh, to

If she were

on the earth.

87. Vhese remacks, however, apply only 1o
the deposit of faith over which she has wo coi.-
trol, except, that of Divinely appomted guaréian
witness, and unerrmng expositor.  llence the
disuncuoa, 1 the Church betwixst matters that
ate of ongmal and Divine authorty, and tnose
which result from ecelesiasucal legislauon. The
Clurch had a tght to arrange the ontward tor
of her seli.government according to the exigen-
cies of time and of circumstances. Certamly
when she offered the loly Sacrifice of her hive-
gy at thé tombs of her marty s in tae catacombs

;and hiding places of Pagan Rowrs, she did not

appear to outward vision the same as whea sie
performs her symbolic rigius surrocuded b, the
pomp and magnificence—if anythiag that ma.
can do 1n the worship of God descives o be
called magnificent—under the mighty done of
St. Peter’s.  So with regard 1o all eccles.astion!
laws caacted stmply by her authorniv—sy wih
ragard to her whole code of canonical legisias:
—so with regard 1o her entre wise:piie,
so far as 1t derives 1s authomy frew Ler (racis
ments—it 15 manifest 10 all these muiters, what
the same power which enacted the faw. has toe
right, in certain given cases, 10 dispsise with is
cbservation, or if the ex:gency requ::
gate it altagother. The Church, ieiseif as the
witness, and the doctrines ecersed by ner Gem
Christ and His Apostics, coustituie. tagethe
the things of which testimony is iwie borae,
and tho witness who 1810 teetfy. 1oese amo
unchangeablo—these areindistructibie—:icse as
infallible. Infallible truths revealed by
of God, and an infallible witness end 2 azner ot
thom until the end of time.  And keace nothing
that has occurred in this woild sinco ke days of

o 2hrae

v

W Sy

is the harvest which the cnemy of truth is reap-

Churist and His A vostles can bn mada tha 2



