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their father’s wishes were knawn upsn. the subject.
She came, in short, to mingle her tears with mine
—to mourn over the wreck I was reduced-to, but
to avert which, I had ro power.  But let me pass
over this moment of agony—this momeiit, i which
nature was tried to its extent, but over which grace
had. a glorious and a complete victory. However
to prove.my case, 1 shall copy a letter I had occa-
sion to write to the Rev. J. G a,* a great star !
hefore whom, my bevoved, and wel} intentioned
Father, .nsisted 1 should come to be shown the.fal-
lacy of all my new notions. As this great man by
his own account was about to tura the wihole Ca-
tholic world Protestants, he was, in consequence,
just the man to aunihilate me. I cannot refrain
from giving this letter, because by it, will be seen
what passed between us, and an additiona! iustance
given of the instability and uncertainty of the Pro-
testant faith, and of the iusufficicucy of Protestant
argument. My dear father was present during this
meeting, and, as I felt over anxious on his ac-
count, as. to the. defence I should make, I, in
consequence, omittcd: some tflings, which 1 conld
not rest, till:I had regpaired by the following let-
ter;—

‘«Rev. Sir,

‘It is not, when most depends upon our words,
that we are always able to choose the best. The
very importance we attach to our defence svhen ar-
raigned'before a judge, incapacitates us for making
a good one ; hence, it is, that the laws of our coun-
try have provided for persons so situated.

“ It was something of this kind, prevented me,
when brought up before you to give a reason for
my change of faith, from saying much, that under
any other ¢circumstances I should have said.  T:felt
miost déeply, both for yourself and' my:beloved pa-
réat, who was by, knowing, that God couldy it it
pleased him, through my words, remove the filin
fcown both your eyes, which has been strengthening
with your strength, and forming since your birth.
I'felt, in short, over anxious, forgetting  that my
oivnr inzhility and utter unwortinness, wonid but
tend to God’s greater-glory. .

The defence, therefore; which I could, have
made, I wasincapable of doing, threugh my human
frailty and want of faith in God.

¢ During that meeting, yoa reminded me, that |
should have to accouut vefere God, fur every word
that passed between us, This. trgth had caused
me many prayers previous to seeing xou, and now
urges me to make this eifort, to endeavour to re-
pair what T thea left unsaid; for I feel, I, at least,
was unfaithfil to the trust committed tc - me, and
the-opportunity offered, of declaring God’s truth.—
Bear with me,therefore, deaf Sir, and belicve me, 1
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am mos, singere; and pardon the apparent presuinp-
tion of my-supposing, that I, who amn so igunorans
and incapable should direct you, who are so learned.
Bear with me, I ask agnain, becausc I ain sincere,
and remember my  presumption springs from the
thoughts, that not many wise, not many learned,
ave called, but the foolish and the base of this world
and those that are not, to bring to nought thase that
are. With the timidity, therefore, of the iittle 1aid,
who, venturing hex sinple appeal to a great king, was
made the means of great results, do ! hope to Leara
message to you, Sir, and to tell you, the argument
you held against me, proved your faith unsound, and
not according to Scripture.

#Your first assertion against e was, that in be-
coming a Catholic, T had forsaken my reason, my
senses, and my bible. Whateveranswer Lmade you
to this, 1 now beg to say, rry veason such as it is, led
me to become a Catholic, Born and reaved u Pro-
testapt, I'siould ever have remained as such, had it
-ot.been for the good Providence of God, who di-
recied me to one, who inquired of we, why, and.
against what ['was protesting. I said ¢the errors of
Popery,” (the same, I suppose that you termed
their weak point, and upen which you assured my-
father, you were so capable of attacking them.,) I,
was naturally requested to name thewm, I did do so,
oue after the other.  T'o wmany of my charges, I was
answered, they are not them.” T'he rest were
proved to me to be scriptural. Tt now becams my
tarn to inquire, what Catholic doctrine really, was,
for I found out I'knew nothing of"it, and, I confess
1 hadthe sincerity about me, to believe .the fuith I
had wounld stand any test, otherwise, regson told
me it could not be from God, and if,not, thic soconer
I changed it the better, no matter what the xesults.
When I heard what the Gathelic faith really, was,
I was compelled 1o assent to its heing most reasug-
able, That faith has existed uvaltered through all.
aangrrtions, the chain reaches unbraken, fram Christ-
to the present honr ; whereas .o Protestant funth, I,
kuew to haye speung out of the refermation; (false-
ty so cailed,) commened by Larher, who has fiite-
enIf laft anjecord, that in his relicious opitions, he
stood alous in the we Ld; therelore, myv seosan teld
e, that the fvth which ¢ mmenced thiree huedred |
vears aso,cetblnot be the fasth, wwhicl cesus Cheist
had left us, eizhteen hundred years agn. I also
knew, from history, that thi~ Protestant articles of
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that afierwards, jn the reign of, iicury Vi, they
were chongedite forty-twa; and lastly, that in jan-
zabeth’s day, they were, as now, thigly-nine. My
reason told 1ne, all this was not of Guil.  Tuere-
(ore, by my reason, so fary I became & Caibsolic.— |
Blame the.reason,.if you like, that is guite anatirer
poiut, butysuch:as,itewas,. it was it led .me into Ca-
tholitity. ‘

#Rev, Joha Gregg, a. oclebrated: Preacher in-Dublin,



