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heart propagated throughout the chureh;
and he vouchsafed to disclose to her his
adorable heart ; and after having spoken
of its tender and infinite love for man-
kind, complained in the most pathetic
terms of the ingratitude which it expe-
rienced in return; that he, thercfore,
wished a special feast should be ap-
pointed in honor of his sacred heart,
and that public atonement should be
ofiered to it, promising that he would
dilate his heart and pour forth the gifts
of divine love on all who should prac-
tice this devotion. [t is certain, that
sister Margarct Mary was a person of
eminent virtue, and was particularly re- '
markable for her profound humility and
obedien=e to superiors. The celebrat-
ed Jesuiv Pere Columbiere, whom she
declares to have been sent by God him-
sclf, to guide her in the way of salva-
tion, had the highest opinion of her
sanctity, and most warmly patronised
the devotion. T'he good nun declared
to her dying day, with the greatest con-
frdenee, that no matter what opposition |
it might encounter, the devotion would
extend over the whole world.  Some
writers have erroniously imagined, that
the devotion arosc from these revela-
tions, and seem to rest a portion of its
defence on their authority. But those
revelations have never bheen approved |
of by the church, have never been al-
luded to in the various decrces of the
Holy See on this subject, and not one
divine of any note has introduced them
into his arguments in favour of the de-
votion. At the same time they zre not
w0 be treated with levity or ridicule ;
Margaret Mary, and thosc who patron-
ized ber, were persons of piety and
learning. The facts were well known
and examined at the time, and they
have come down to us with the concur-

rent hisorical sanetion of various wri-

ters. Their authenticity has been be-
lieved by a very respectahle number of
pious and intclligent Catholies, and
though we are not bound to yield them
our assent, they should certainly com-
mand the respeet of every rational
Christian.  But, whatever may be the
opinions of different persons concern-
ing those revelations, the devotion to
the Sacred Heart was practised before
that time. The distinguished spiritual-
ist, Pere Ludes, who was formed 1o pi-
ety amongst the priests of the oratory
under the devout Cardinal Berulle, and
who afterw ards founded a congregation
of secular priests, called after him, the
Eudists, declares that the devotion ex-
isted in histime. It was warmly pat-
ronized by him ; and as, besides his
deserved reputation for sanctity and
zcal, he possessed considerable talents
as a preacher, the devotion to the Sa-
cred ffeart was extensively promoted
through his means, and was regularly
practised in all the chapels ol his order.
When onee made known, it progressed
in despite of all opposition. [t re-
ceived the approbaton of hishops and
theologians.  Confraternities and asso-
ciations, in honour of the Sacred Heart,
soon began to be formed, and received
various privileges and indulgences from
the Holy Sce. ILven cities, churches,
and altars, were dedicated to this ador-
able heart.  One of the most remarle
able events of this nature was the con-
sceration of the cily of Marseilles to
the Heart of Jesus, which wasmade by
its good bishop, M. de Belsunge, du-
ring the great plague of 1720. This
dreadful scourge was brought by a ves-
sel that arrived from Tiipoli, on. the
25th of May, in that year. IFor some
time the inhabitants were totally wun-
conscious of the impending danger ; but

when it burst like a torréfitvon every' .



