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THE JOY 0F BEINO IN CHRIST.
JIY REY. THEODOILE L. CU VLER

The Bible description of a true Christ-
ian is a*nman " iii Christ. " This %vas Paul's
elescription of hiiu»self. That branch of
Concord grapea belore mie did not coisie
off of the vine; it realiy camne oiet of it, fur
it was originated iu the vine, and wus a
part and pitroI of it. Union with, Christ
is the heginning, the source, the support,
and the vory estience of the Christian lifo.
There are several blesbiigs that flow frein
this delightfui union.

The first is deliverance froim condom-
nation. In Noalh's Ark there was no del-
uge; in Christ *Jesqua %ve have deliversuice
frorntthe deadiy curse which sin entails.
" Ail bridges break dowîî but this euie,"
said Bunsen: this one carrnes us safeiy
over froin the do.nain of guiît sud deatiî
into the iife that nover ends. The next
blea-aing is assurance. The Master proin-
ised Il because I iive ye shall live aiso,
and the true believer resîuonds it is flot 1
but Christ that iiveth in nie. Every
branch. of an apple-tree inight say that
The wiuole tree lieth lu me -for the very
truuîk is piedged tu furnish me the sus-
taining sap. Tho chief reason why many
church uuembers becomu dry, stuuted and
barren,',is that tiîey are rather tied o11 te
a church than drawing their vital forces*
eut of Christ. The banches that de
net abide in the Vine inaost forth and
withered.
11What if sfter ail y oui' prayiug and trust-
ing your seul should be lest-foreverli in-
quised a raw young ininister cf an oid
Scuttisis peasant woman, who hatd been
drawing ber soul-life eut e! Christ for
for4y years. ' And la that ail the leL'gth
ye hae got,1 iny nuon' 1 " sue replied. 1 &I
eau only say, air, that God would, lune
ianore thauî 1 would, for pour old Nannie
would only lose lier soul, aud that wad be
a sair los&; but God would lose Hia char-
acter for truth, aud then t he world wouid
gau te ruin. 1 hauug oui Ria proinsop. and
flotd wad na dare t4) break His proinisesi."
The siunue-hearted old. saint knew whun'
suie belItoved, and that Fie waa- able to
keep ail that wau conîzuitteil to Hini.

Peace is another biessing-the poace
that passeth all coniprelienion. Il My
ponaceligive unto yen." Whenthia peace
counea, the soul's desiro is to desire tioth-
iîîg; its will la to wialu nothiug; its snxiety
is tu care for nothing out aide o! Christ.

Not îuany do attain to this ideai ot the-
Christian life, but thoso who renchi ul
tho most nearly to it are the inoLt Bêerene
and joyous undor ail weathers. Fuliiess
ot sp)irit supply also is assured to ail who
are in Christ. Tho Great Apdsvic told
his Culossian hrethern '6 yo are complete,
iii Hiit." Hie did îîot înean *that they did
neot rned to grow in grace. He must
have referrcd to the entire sufieece of
provision for ail their iepiritunl needs.
E~verything they req uired Christ liad pro-
vided. An excellent reading of the text
is 11ye are Jilled ftil iii Christ." No Boul
xueed star' e whiie -.he granary of grace is
open to hiîn; no soul need iack the water
- f life while the infinite reservoir hoids
o It.

It la no presumptuous delusion for such
a j<uyous believér to cry out Il thanks be
unto«God who aiways causeth us to tri-
umph in Christ !" This is the battle-cry
of fiiith, and it will be the final shout as
the victory cornes in among the crowned
coniqueîors before the throne. Good
f ricnd, are you in Christ ? Thon carry the
jey of it il> your coutitenance, firove the
ttrength of it hy your resistanco of tempt-
atior, couvert , t hors te Christ by mak-
ing your religion su bright and se attrac-
tive that they shall long te have it aiso.
On this wintry night no shivering travel-
ler would care te enter nxy house uniess
ho expected te find a fire. The world wil
novez be' attracted into the church while
its atunosphere is down te zero. The
more thoroughly, heartily, comrpletely we
are I"in Christ" ourselves, the more we
shahl do tu bring others in.

CUBIQUS CUSTOMS 0F SAVAGES.
Sir John Luhbock, in a lecture which ho

delivered a short timie ago, un the eustoms
and ideas of savages, gave a numiber of
very humorous instances of native habits.
Fo>r instance, one Australian race couid
flot understand the yoking of oxefi, taking
the horus8 for spears in the head, and the
animais for wives of their owner, h4cause
they carried the baggage. Some races did
nlot know the mode of showing affection
hy kissisig. Amoug the Esquiniaux it was
cousidered a compliment tu pull a man's
note, and iii s, me tribea it wais deemed a
gractus salute te) apply tho thumb te the
nose. The Cinesfe he-Id it a thoughtful
action to pre:ient atà ailing rc1ative with a
co'hit. The " miedicine Enni *' uong
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