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-of the world cannof possibly be off ected by
preachizig the gospel either te tribes, or
comnîunities, or nations iii the nass. It
must b. effected by the instruction, illu-
mnination and conversion of iiidividt ulis.
TIhe truth has tu be brought to bear upon
men one by one. Successful evangelization
is the product of effort with individuals
rat'.er than with niasses. Nu douht, the
lines of faniily, (if kindred, and of nation-
ality are those siong wbich the work nust
be conducted. But after ail umen are not
,evangelized,anid they cannot be evangelized
as whole famnilles, or tribus, or nations, but
as indix-iduals. .Availing thumselves there-
fore as far as tossible of the advantages of
<lomestie, social and national influence the
heralds of salvatieni inuat go personally,
.and preach the gospel pérsonally as well
as repeatedly te every crcature. How
inuch of toil and effort; aud self denial are
involved in this will beconie et leaat d ixnly
apparent when we consider the enornious
proportion of the humant fanxily which has
aiever yet liperd the gospel. If those wlxo
have the bea riglit to speak with author-
;ty upon this point are correct in their
so.,tement fluet of the 1,500,000,000 of the
,Wcriùi, population at the present tilne, I,-
4)0,000,000, or two thirds of the whole
.nunxber, are as utterly ignorant of thxe
gospel as if tuis commission had noever been
given, what an affectinig view this one fact,
thoughtfully considered, opens up with
respect to the enor'ious magnitude of the
wOrk.

But let us look at the niatter in anotmer
aspect. Christianity iras neyer se widely
provalent as it is to-day. Missionary ef-
fort has seldoim or nover been put forth
'with more intelligence, zeal, or devotion
thiat at the present time. Yet motwith-
standing the present prevalence and power
cof christiauity ini se many parts cf the
ivorld, in sjuiteoef the almnst unparalelled
nxissionary activity of the last one hundred
years, there is reason te believo that neyer
at any period in the pat were ttLere su
znany people in the world destitute cf the
knowledge cf the. gospel as there are te-
day. The author of the now celebrated
article on "A Century cf Foreign Mis-
sions " aflirmi that the heathen and Mo-
hammedan population of the world is more
by 200,000,000 than it. waa one hundrud
yesr ago, while t*. - living converts to
chuiatianity and their families do net
ameount to 3,000,000, and h. draws this
startling ad impreasive inférence, that,

even during the boasted centmyry of Pro-
testant Missions, the increaue of the un-
evangelized popu!ation of the world is nu-
merically about soventy tines as great as
that of the converts te christianity. Now
if this view cf the maitter bu correct, if
with ail the miasionary activity cf this age
the clmurch is overtaking cnly one iii 70,
nut cf the heathen population of the globe,
but on.îy cf the increase cf that population
a conipared w ith a century ago ; or to put
it more broadly if with ail the miissionary
activity of this age the church is reaching
oilly 3,000,000 out cf 1,000,000,000 ; iii
other words, only one in upwards of 3W0
cf those whoîn she ùught te reach, whom
she would reach if ahe carried eut hier coni-
mission fully, it mmust be painfully appar-
ent how colossal is the magnitude cf the
task which has been inxpressed up-;.n hz'r.

But <onuelmcre, if we are te bu ad equa1-c-
ly irnpressed witlu ifs enornious muagnitude',
wu need te bear in nxind Lliet each onu cf
these unevangelized mnilliomns has within
hinm the teint cf moral and spiritup 1 de-
pravity ; a taint wlmich nu hunan power
eau ranove ; a taint which even the truth
of the gospel apart frei the power cf the
Alnuiighty arum that wields it is unable to
reniove ; a taint Ai hich inveriably ensurffs
indiffuronce aud very often bostility to tlae
truth. We need te remomber further
that that taint, bas been nmade infinitely
harder tu remoî-e b>' the evil habits whicm
have been acqluired under its influence.
Nor ouglit we txe overlook tîme fact that the
great nmass. of the heather., in addition te
their native depravit>' and hioatility tu the
truth, iii addition te, the evil habits which
they have foraned anmd the vile custona
which the>' hamve practiced, are under thu
influence cf organized systema cf super-
stition and errer which exercisean immense
influence over theni, systenis which bave
been haldlowed hy antiquit>'. auid rendered
sacred in thbeir eyes by their national tradi-
tiens, and b>' the vemeration cf their an-
cestors, systenis somne cf which are older
than chrixtianity itaelf, and a few cf % lich
have sacred bocks whichi have been studitd
by sucuessive generations for ages.

Whether therefore we think cf the coni-
prehensive sweep cf thxe great commission;
the vast number cf persona which it re-
quires those who are charged with ita exe-
cution ta reach or the uumber anmd power of
the. hostile forces with which the attempt
toe execute it brimugu them nta collision,
we cannot fail to e hoimupressed, with the


