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them, pray fordhem, and zeck to reclaim
ithem, In a1l cages of unchristian conduct;
ss3 whon o baptized young person negleots
nblic worship babituslly, falls into she
gnbit of sweating, orusing indecent lan-
guage or is.guilsy of the sin of drunken.
xess, or fornieatian, or wilful dishonisty,
it#sthe, duty of the Church in which
such person has bben baptized, immed:

ately to take:cognizance of such-corduct.
Timay be said, “the young will not
gubmit.” No manhsa a:xightto say the
Jaws.of God-will prove ineffectun’ svhen
properly applied.  The! result could be
no-woras- than at present, where mum-

‘borg:ofjyoung men andavomenseem bound |

_.todestruction. Who will undertake to
.sny ‘that:if the Church had:doneits duty

. ‘hy:suchspersons, theitcharacker and pos-
ition-would not be:- very different from
swhet:they.ava to-day? - ° «

As pavents arethe natural guardians of
theirfomilies, and responsible for their
children; if the person is still. under the
;jnspection and authority of his parents,
ib:giproper in-the fitat instance 0 ap-
qgmuch im throngh His patehts, who

.bave solemnly vowed to teach and re-

. sbrain theii-childrew; but if they Wwill not
do.so, then Fhold the Chureh hass vight
to.denl with such-parentsfor a violatibn

.of theirbaptismal vows. Should ho¥-
éver the pavents fail to do their au%,
that is an- additional reason why the
Church-should do-its daty. A% duty will

- alwaya-vary with citcumstances, the tge
- of & Person, and-the nature of the offente,
it is impossible to state beforchand the

-gouzrse to bepursted: Asa, genergl-prie-
cipledt is-evidently tho-duby of those in
authority,viz: _ministers-dnd elders, to
. confer:ith-the offender in prifate, and

y-overy christian sotive, but especinlly
. ‘his-covenant-relation to CGlod, to bnndg
- him to'repentancd. Should-they stdeged,
-sgutmay-he ‘eaved, and their labours

il redoitnd to the glory of God, |

.. If:by:employing all:proper means:int i
_affectionate manner, 1o good .impression

. ean bo.mage,and no penitencomanifested,

dut.the offendér "continues %o pursue a

- #gurse of opén, flagrant sinping; which a-

.- .mpunts to s renunciation of:the sithority
. of the Chureh, snd-go .»hsxg,e of a&.meud’j

hent remains; it is then the }

-of the:Church,.in-its uthoritative apa-

&ity, to remove Auich an, onefrom.all con-

nection .with $he Churoh, fhak others
ahny fesr. Suchisthe law gslaid down

- by Paul. - -*#u the -nanie of ouf Lord

Jﬁ%&zg Qh:i%b, . g_zhgt;;gée:ai‘qéf?{;e:e& to-
gether, andmy epirit, with the power
of the I.-br&-fesng, Christ, to deliver
guch an ongunto Sstan; for the destrue-
ST Lo

clear duty,

tion of the flesh, that the sgix‘it may be
sav.:&s ih the day of the Lord Jegus, I Cor-
v, 45, ,‘
"Some imagine, that & society fis now
donstituted, if those who mre baptized
fdll-into sin irreclaimably, and reounce
their baptismal covenant, it would bo
bether toallow them silently to withdiaw
from-the.Church, than by an act of the
Chluréh to 8xelude them, ~ It is greatly
to be lamented that this prectico, which
is at variance with ‘the law of Chtist,
prevails’ 8o extensively. The Apostle
Paul tells 1, there aré many things
‘which are lawiyl, but which'aye not ex-
pedient—thingd: 1w'.i6h may b done, but
whxé}ifaigayg:;’t\ ¥h “wiso mor “proper, in
some cases€o 47 Bt theh we hive no
right to substi:ute expedioncy. iere
there is & positivs law requiving o thing
to be done, God; the great law giver hae
sottled it, ind-mans opinion connot altet
it. Now'the eul of discipline is the re-
formation of the ¢Tender, and the purity
of the: Church; “These end. caumot bo as
well obta.inid by allowing peisons {o with-
draw from the Church, w\gxen, and how,
they .glease.; as hy public reprehension.
%t iy by-acting in this way—neglecting-
to apply the law of Christ’s house—that
so many of the young in our Churches
have cdine to regard themselves as not be
longing to-tha Church, or subject toits
authority. ' They believe they are af Iib-
etty to act ad they please. The line by
hi¢h God &esxfzins‘ to digeriminate, be-
‘téen the Church and the world is blot-
ted out, and'baptism becomes an ubmean
miéz‘ofémon‘ a D
et no one supposeIadvocate the ne-
cessity of hasty exclusion, No, but
what T do pdvocate is, hagty application
of means to reclaim; and slow expulsion.
There may be, and doubtless are, many
cases, where the Church must wait for
years for indications -of repentance; using
prayer; the preaching of tite Gospel, vist-
tqtipg,.gg%}lhgﬁhér meand to secure‘if;
_aud eyen then allow denth-to remove the
individual. But thess persoms arc not
,sngix,gs,are“giilg of flagrant sins, ruie-
_oug to themorals of the young. They
-areto.be looked upon.as wanderersfrom
-the fold of Christ, of whbsaretirn-strong
hopesshoyld be cherished, and for-whom
snawearied interosssion to the GreatShep-
herd, ghould -bexiade, 7 S
.1 .One,: ond perhaps the chief capseat
 difficalby ip the way of the Church:deal-
.ing with-its yéung oiembera. ds.the ng.
glogt of %:;zgnt,a; to instruct, and.restrailx
"them.. When welook intothe history of
the Church under the firat dispensation,
‘we.find that not only were the parents




