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Souris and Other Coals.

Mr. Cuckburn, of the Souris Coal Min-
ing Co. Is in tho city from the inlues
this woek. Mo reports business brisk
at their mines at Coal Fields in the
Souris dietrict. The capacity of the
minos hae been increased and the out-
put with the present plant could be
Increascl to 600 tons per day, if ro-

quired. Orders have been coming in
earlier than usual this year, which is
a good feature, as with the wheat
shipmente plling up, it is difficuls to
get cars for shipping coal. Tho Souris
coal is being quoted at tho same price
as last year namely $1.50 per ton on
cars at tho mines. Thero should be
a largor cousumption of this home
mined coal this year, on account of the
gharp advaunce in imported and west-
ern anthracite coals, cspzcially when
it ig selling at the same price as last
year, while anthiracite coals are $2 per
ton higher thian last year. ]
D. E. Adame will handle the Souris
coal in the city this year, as usual,
and tho price hero is the same as last
season, numely $4.50 per ton delivercd
to consumers. Speaking of the high
price of anthracite coals tbis season,
Mr. Adams says that tho cost of Penn-
sylvania anthracite at points of pro-
duction is now about $1.50 per ton
higher than last year, while the high
froight rate now prevailing further in-
croases the cost to the amount of
about 50 cents per ton, as compared
witht last year, making the cost laid
down here, on the presont basis of
prices ot point of production and
froights, amount to $2 per ton more
than & year ago. XLast winter coal
was solé at practically cost—in fact
loss than cost—in this market, owing
to &« local fight among the dealers.
Thig is o polnt further to ba consld.
ered in comparing prices with what
they were year ago. Notwith.
standing the high price of coal now,
tho margin of profit on Pennsylvania
anthracite is o very moderate one,
tho difference in price compared-ywith
8 vear ago, bolng largely made up in
Increased cost at the mines and higher
lako freight rates .
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British Columbia Fruit.

Manitoba bas not heretofore bheen
much of a markot for British Colum.
I frygit, tho trade not having et
reached proportions which would cn.
title it to be called o regular business.
This Is largely due to the lack of ex.
serlence on the part of British Colum.
vl growers as to how frutt should be
preparcd for shipment to this mar-
Ket, o drawback which will no doubt
bo rcmedied in timo. Some growers
of plums huvo malntuined 2 desultory
tradé with this market througn Wia-
nmipeg cuinmission houses.  Shipments
have becen mado in small qguuntities
again this year and the ouncome so
far is not all that could bvy desiced.
We Lave scen & letter this ‘veek frora
2 shipper in one ol tho piumn regions
of Bnitwsh Columbia in which he com-
plalne of tho treatment he recelved
iroy g commission house in regard to
o consighment of plume., ‘Che shipper
states thol he Is under rheo impres-
ston that his fruit was slaughtuced to
n:ako room 10r Californin stuff,The 1act
ot the muatter is his fruit was olfered
side by side with California and Wash.
ington fruit and Winnipeg rctall mer-
chants snuply rofused to bay 1t. Near-
1y the whole consignment was sold to
country merchants.  The Winnipeg
commisston houses have really no say
in such “mattors.  They offer the
good: for salo without any prejudice
one way or aunother and have not ghoe
slightest interest in  slaughtering
British Columbia or any other kind of
fruit, ‘They put the stocks side by
slde and let the buyers judge.

Busingss at Vancouver.
‘Vancouver, Sept. 18, 1899.

The stock of creamery butter pur-
chused before the advance in the cast

ig protty well dumibished and
new stocks are belug ordered.
on this account the price
of creamery butter 1Is  higher.

Tho same may be said of eggs. ¥resh
stocks of cheesc are also Weing ordered
from €ho cast, which cannot possibly
be so0.@ under 15 or 19 cecuts.  Oats
have stitfened a little as the best qual-
ities are found to b2 pot very plenti-
ful. IHay is coming in faster, sellers
wishing to secure the high prices pre-
vaillng owing to the reported short.
age. '

Bank clearings in  Vancouver this
week again break the record, belng
$1,196,621 with u balance of $1£3,-
116. For threz successive weeks the
clearings have been over the milifon
nmark. The movement of tho salmon
pack and the heavy northern sales
Lelp much to swell the returns ot this
time of year. s R

The governmment has declined to
chango the cchoc salmon season and
fishermen arc making tho most of the
short .terin. The northern canneries
as well as the Fraser salmon pack hay
been very large this year, but the
northern canners will win out better
28 the fishermen did not got the en-
ormous prices that prevalled on the
Fraser. The deep sea fishing has
commenced very auspiclously. This
lucrative industry is in the hands of
United States partics, who, season
after scason, are lishing our halibut
banks dry. The New England Fish
compapy’s steamer New England ar-
rived from the banks yesterday with
120,000 pounds of halibut, wlich rep-
resenty two days’ flghing., Tlie Brit-
ish Columbia halibut banks have prov-
ed o veritable Le Roi gold mine to
this company, It i{s claimed that
ghould a Canadian firm attompt to go
into tho business thoy would simply be

67

boycotted in tlio New England mar-
kots—tho ounly profitable market for
thase Ilsh, where a tasto for nallbut
has been cultivated by the fish im-
porting tirms.

Tho ship, Star of Italy, has left the
ways in victoria, having comploted ber
cleaning. sShe now goes to Chemalnus
for u lumber cargo. .

‘Tho ship, LElwell, arrived in Royal
Rouds os Thursday, snd will procend
to Chemainus, vhere to tako lumber tor
Australia. .

Tho barques, Silo and Yosemite, have
been chartered tor lumber from Che-
mainus, the former for the United
Kwmgdom, ut 72s 6d. This ls a  very
high tigure. Owing to the extreme
scarcity of tonnago (ancy prices rule.
‘Tho Norweglan steamer, Aker, now, ot
Port Townsend, is also to varry lum-
ber. her charter being for Buenos
Ayres, at 78s Gd.

Visible wvheat Supplies.

Asido trom a still fursher enlarged
€NCess 01 Visiiie wheat scoeks held now
as compared with owne or two yeurs
apo, there 1s little that Is néw w re-
PUrt o uhis dairection.  Comparing, as
curient bgares do, with erivically sita-
ated wheay supplies at this vime one
and two years ago, present supp.ies
nasurally snow heavy inereases. \When,
however, cumparison ts made wath ears-
1er periows, wheun what was tuen re-
garded as pormal stueks were held,
the sitvation of supplies Is not nearly
&0 8N, Summed up briefty, in
lzet, we siwuation is oue of liberal
presens noiammgs, but these holdings
have TIrequenttyy been exceeded in
cther years, and currvent trade esti-
mates ol Iuture requirements would
scem wo poiny w these aforesaid Jiberal
supplies ati being “timately needed if
Treserves are wo be kept at a point con-
sonanv witn provainng prices. ‘The
foirowing tabio shows the steeks of
wheat held 1 the United States and
Canaaa on september 1, for eleven

Years past: i .

September 1, 1899 .. .. .. 54,369,000
September 1, 18U8 ..o e e 14,584,000
September 1, 3897 .. .. 25,013,000
September 1, 1896 ... .. ... 61,000,000
September 1, 1895 .. ... .. 53,631,000
September 1, 1894 ... ... .. 88,338,000
§c;ulox|xbcr 1, 1398 ... .. o e 70,447,000
September 1, 1892 .. .. .. 40,464,000
September 1, 1891 .. .. ... 28,451,000
Scptember 1, 1890 ... .. .. . 27,710,000
September 1, 1889 .. ... .. 27,398,000

From tho abuve table it wili be seen
that the sweks of wheat Led in this
country anc Cvanada on Sept. 1, 1299,
aggregated 54,365,000 bushe.s, nearly
lour tmes what they were at this
t.me & year ago, when low-water mark
was reactied i wheat stocks, more
than twice what were held on Septem-
ber 1, 1897, vut over 6,000,001 bush-
¢’s smaller than the stock neld on Sep-
Yomber 1, 1296, about the same quan-
tity as was neld at this date in 1893
and 34,000,000 bushels smaller than
the quantity held on September 1,
1594. t

Tho total European stock on Sep-
tember 2 was 62,800,000 bushels, an
increase of 25,000,000 bushels over the
quantivty he.d one year ago, of 19,000,-
000 busncis over 1897 and of 16,000,-
000 bushe!s over 1806, but 15,000,000
buehels smaller than in 1893 or 1894,
30,000,000 hushels smaller than in
1§98 and 13,000,600 bushels smaller
than in 1892.

The aggregate s{ock held in Amer-
fcae and Europe on the first of the
month was 117,369,000 bushels, an in~
crease of 64,000,000 bushiels over that
held at this time a yeur ago, of 419,
000,000 bushels over 1897 and of 10,~
00,0000 bushels over 1596, but a de-



