souy  Eiver by the C. P, Iu
‘1 insisting upon 25000 bushels ca-
putity for stapdard olovator, wus
Lat tho clevator owners should Lo
s a position (havisg this amount of
« pacityl o provide space for other
ueyers, 50 thut, oven where thero
w ey only opao elevatar at apoint, there
weunld st be competition. Another
pont Insisteit upon was that efficient
ciantng wachitery should be  pro-
e in overy elevator, the contention
o1 the rallroad compuny being that
the graln should go out of the country
1 as clean u state as possible, und re-
fjeet credit, and not diseredit on Mau-
iwota and the Torritorles. The suv-
g of frelght on the dirt, by having
the wheat cleaned in the elevators is
very consklerable, runuing from ubous
1-2 a ccut per bushel to over 2 cents
in wascs whore the wheat is  very
airty. 1n sbhipping through flat ware-
louses or direct on cars there are 1o
facilities for cicanlug the wheat, and
the consequent loss to the farmer In
freight oo dirs, is In many cases equiv-
ajent to the tosal elevator cliarges,
as it 18 well kpown that very tew
farmers clean  thelr wheat before
bringing It to market.

Dr. Douglas goes on to say:

wiwo years ago tho owners ol flat
warehouses and men who had smatler
puftdings were notififed that they could
not do buginess longer through  that
medium, aud that thoy must ship thoelr
grafn through the stundard eclevator
systeny’”

lus, aguin, 15 entircly mlsleaulng.
ol the 1ust thirteéen years, at any
tate, anyoue puitiig up a ilat ware-
fouse 4G any potug on the €. 1. .
wits puriectly aware ol the conlivions
weser wiiteh sald Hat wareliouse was
erectad, vizo that such building could
be usid 50 long as no one erected un
elwvator of standard size at that
poms. Any owner of a flat ware-
nouse had the option at any time that
the market at that point would war-
rant it, of putting up a standard ele-
wator, or o1 changing his flat ware-
lhouse in suchh a way as to make It
of stundard  capacity and re-
quirencnts. When any per-
sun built an elevator at
such point, thie owner of flat
warehouses (3 any) were notified that
they must either crect an elevator in
piace of thelr flat warehouse, or re-
wove siaia building. ‘Che impression
conveyea by Dr. Douglas is, that it
is onty swmall dealers who own [flat
warshouses. This is not the case
Nearly all the elevator compunies are
aisu owners of {lat warehouses, erect-
ed at smali points where the supply
of wheat will not warrant the erec.
tion of a standard elevator. Wheo
thie buik of wheat becomes larger, ele-
vators tase the ptace of flat ware
houses, »aid flat warehouses general
ly being utilized In some way in con-
nection with the new building. The
rathway regulations in  this matter
do not aply to apny particular set of
men, but are applicable to all alike.
Dr Douglas goes on further to say:

“We can very casily show that the
men doing business In  these  smaller
bulldings had glven groat satisfaction
to the public generally, and when this
matter was bofore the house last sos-
ston, the honorable gentlomen will re-
member that we showed upon  sworn
testimony that the men engaged in this
lne of busincss were ablo to pay prices
ranging from 8 to 16 cents per bushel
moro than had been paid by the men in-
terested In tho larger olovators.”

1% is quite true that there have bkeen
cases ol this sort, but “one swallow
does not make a summer.” Dr. Doug-
lag can, nu doubt, give an instance
that occurred In his own constitu.
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ency, ol u small deater who puld at
& certain pownt ten cents per bushel
more thun the elevator companies
coula seht v wheat for. At the end
of the scusun suild small dewler owed
the farmers between four and {ive
thousana avllurs, and 1 understand
that he compcently continues to vwe
6. We Kuow of tickots issued for
wheat purchuses !n Southern Manld.
toba wnich have been out for four
or five ycury, and which are nv¢
worth one cent on the dollar. 1t is
very eusy tw offer largo prlees for
wheat if you do not intend to re-
deem your wheat ticketa.

Dr. Dougws Tekes great credit to
hunself tor uuviug arvaonged with the
C. P. &R, thuy farmers should be ali-
fowed tu juua direct on curs. It might
perhaps surprise the doctor to learn
that 1t was the elevator companles
who brought about thls change by
asking the ¢. P. R. to grant this
privilege. .

Dr. Douglas clafmed that the farme-
ors  wanted a salety valve, and the
olevator owners were only tov glad
thut they snould huve one, ‘Lne re-
sult bas quite fustified the anticipa-
tions of the elevator owaners, tlelr
oty regrot being that the farmers dia
nwt more freely vake advautage of this
priviiege. 1t would bave been o blg
saving i grades ana welghts to  the
elevator owners., Dr. Douglas fur-
ther claims as fullows.

“Ihen there are objectlons to tho uso
of the elevator system exclusively. C 2
of these is that grain for use for seed-
fng purposces in tne other provinces, can.
not be shipped through the elevator sys-
tom. ‘There are not u sufficient numver
of compartments (o keop such grain
separate and unmixed, so that it {s fme.
possible to-duy to tranship such grain
through these elevators o Ontario
Quedbee aud the provinces by the sea.”

Thiy agoela 1s entircly incorrect. The
standard elevator contalns geuerally
1 or 14 bins (the larger buildings con-
tainmng moany more, running all  the
wiay up to 46 bhins), and has proved 1t-
gelt in practics fully equal to handling
ail the grades marketed at any vone
point and of keeping separave any
shipments for seediug purposes that
havo been required., In the whole ¢x-
perience of the clevator compani.s, we
do uot know of one cowmplaint on this
score. We have ourse ves shipped con-
siderable quantities of sced wheat
tlus geason, quite in the ordinary way
0! pusiness, and had no d Liculey what-
ever i the matter. Dr. Dougias makes
the following astounding statetweat:

“It I8 perfectly safe for me to say that
the town of Moosomin, which is in the
centro of a large grafn growing coun-
try, did not this scason recejve 10 per
cent. of the amount of grain that was
grown {n tho district.”

Thne returns for Moosomin show that
over 200,000 bushels of wheat were
marketeu there last year. According
to Dr. Douglas tiie wheat tributary
to Moosomin must have been over 2,-
000,000 bushels, whkich, of course, Is
perfectly absurd. Tins 1s only one in-
stance out of many of tlie rashuess
with which statements are
made 1 this matter. By far
the largest marcket in the Perritovies
is Jndian Head, and eventhat market
has never produced one million bushels,
ict alone two. ‘The only case which
Dr. Douglas urges, to try and prove
that the elevator people are ta’ing
excessive profits out of the farmers
is the case ol Mr. Phiun, of Moosomin
Mr, Phinn lhad 2,000 bushels of one
hard wheat at Fort William, On Nov-
ember 23rd lie sold it for 71 1-2 cents
at Fort William, netting him 57(1-2
cents at Moosomin, “on the same day
the wheat at Moosomin was worth
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ouly 5O cents, according to buyers on
tho market. This case has been per-
fectly established and verified, und herc
:vt.;rc 71-2 cents gain on every bus-
el . v

1 have no doubt that this iy perfectly
correct and the explanation 18 so sim-
ple that i br. Douglas had known
anythmyg about the wieat busipess-t
would have occurred to him at once.
Wheat bought at Mooson'n on the
28ra. Novemuer, ‘48, could not be got
out belure the close of navigation, It
therefore had to be bought on anall
ralt bagis. The difference between all
rait and lake rates at that vime was
9 cents per bushel, so that 30 ceuts
at Moosomin on that date was 11-2
cents per bushet more than the wheat
wus worth, according to Mr. Phinn's
sule at 71 {-% ceuts rort Wiiham,

At that vey thoe we were buying
wheat at Lore Willlam at 71 i-2¢ be-
cuise wo cound get it out by luke.
Insuedintely navigation closed, the
Iort Whhiam price dropped to 62 1-2¢.

Probably the most amusing feature
of Dr. Dougtas’ speech was that re-
tevring to grain  clhutes.  He says,
*“Chis grain chute Is supposed to con-
tain trom 700 to 1,400 vushels, wuot
less ami not more, and it is so con-
structed that by the foree of gravity
of the machinery, the former can run
his gralu directly wmto the car andgo
tsrape the expense of three cents per
busher tor slnpment charged by the
clevator company.”

Ths is about the greatest farrago of
nonens: we have ever had the for
tune to cume across. Iu the first
piace pobwocy o the grain busiuess hao
ever heara of such a2 thing as a graip
chute. Dr. Douglas has asserted that
they were 10 use in the States. In-
quiries were instituted, and it was
dlscoverea vhat there was one place in
the Stawes where there was a grain
chute. This was at a particular point
where the tine ran through a  cut.
ting, aua vhiere was a long gradual
ascent wo the bank above the cut.
ting. On tne top of this bank u little
warehous: wus bullt. Ths farmer
could hiuul his load up the bank -and
from ghat position could shoot hiy
graip intw tue car. How it is pussible
in our flap prairie country to have
grain chutes ac all is & mystery. Just
as mysterous as that “'force of grav.
ity of the machinery!” We ivere not
Intlierto aware that machinery had
any force of gravity, but there s
something fascinating tn the idea of
grain Lheipiug itself to get luto u car.
In tlas swnement Dr. Douglas asserts
that three cents per bushel for ship.
ment are churged by the elevator com-
panies.

I3 it possible that any une who hss
studiec this matter for two years is
unawiare of the fact that elevator
chargess for recelving, clenning aud
loacing grain (including ten days
storage) s 11-2 cents per bushel; or
inclwiing insurance, 13-4 cents per
bash 2 Ty is the standard charge
without exception  throughout the
country. 1 do not for a moment
think that Dr. Douglug would make
any assertion that he knew to be un.
tree, and so am compelled to take
tiic oniy other alternative, and con.
clude that it is pure ignorance; but
fancy ¢ man posing before the house
of commons as an authority on the
grain trude and not being aware of
such an elementary fact as this. It
i like & mun posing.as an aathority
on literature without knowing his
a@lphabet. )

1t is tlme thut these baseless asser-
tions and scurrilous charges against
the clevator owners ghould cease, Last
year when the magtter was up belore



