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THE COMMERCOIAL.

Turmitb -Grain and Produoe Market.

Wheat.—Thr offorings of wheat are very
small, thero is & good domand, and the mar-
kots are very firm.  Cars of red wheat sold
to-day delivored to a mill west at 800, and
800 was asked for white wheat on the lines
wast, Mauitoba wheat is firmer. Carsof
No. 1 hard aro quoted at 80c asked grinding
in transit, and 780 bid; No. 1 northern is
quoted at 77¢ and No. 2 nard at 76c. No, 1
hard is quotel at 74y Midland and No. 2
northern at 78¢. O . 'Change to-day 780 was
bid for No. 2fall east; No. 1 hard was offered
at 743c on track Midlands, and No. 2 hard
was offered to arrive North Bay at 76¢; two
cars of No. 8 hard sold to arrive on track
North Bay at 7lc; No. 8 hard was offered at
700 Proscott, and 69 was bid for it.

Flour.—Therais an active demand for flour,
and the market i3 strong and higher. A car
of Qntario patent sold 04$3.75 Torontofreights,
and tho millers aro askiug $3.60 for straight
roller Toronto freights.  Manitoba flour is
firm and in good demand.

Miltfoed.—I3 in good demaud and steady;
cars of shorts aro quoted a% $12 to $13, and
bran at $L1 to $12.

Barley.—No. [ is quoted at 4% to 45¢, and
fancy No. 1 at47 to 48ceast; No. 2 is nominal
at 89 to 40c. east, .

Qats.~ The market is firmer in sympathy
with the advance in the othor markets. Mixed
are quoted at 224c and white at 284c to 24c
west. On the 'Change to-day mixed oats
were offered outside on a ten cont froight to
‘Toronto at 23}c, and white were offered at
233c, with 23}c bid. On the track here cars
were quoted at27c.

Butter.—Pound prints are in fair demand
aad sell easily, Largo rolls are plentiful and
sell at 18 to 1de, with a little wore for extra
choice. Fresh dairy tubs are quoted at 14 to
16¢c, and low grade aud medium are slow at
8 to 11c. Pound prints bring 14 to l6ec.
Creamery butter sells well at 20 to 22¢ for
rools and 17 to 20c for tubs.

Bgzos,—Pickled sold well at 14 to 15¢ for
five and ten case lots and 153c for singlecases,
Late gathered offer at 17 to 18c and cold stor-
oge at 15 to 17c. New laid 21 to 22.

Dressed Hogs.—Receipts were fair this
morning and prices steady. TFor car lots of
of select weights $4.70 to $4.80 is quoted.
Mixed cars soid at $1.60 to $1.65.—Globs,
January 28. .

Dnited Stateé?ron' Trade.

A more cheerful tone pervades the iron
trade, chiefly because the past week hagdemon-
strated that further demoralization in the
cruder products has been puta stopto. Influ-
onces powerful in the control of the two
principal raw materials, Connellsville coke and
iake ore, bave decreed that prices on them for
1893 shall not go back to the low figures of
1895, Those who purchase these supplies have
reached the conclusion that they have not
only the desire but also the abulity to do 1n
the near future what they have set out to ac-
complish. In the coketrade it is hinted that
further pressure may be applied. I ore the
girtgant.agcs of allotment are said to be

ed.

This heroic treatment hes already caused a
number of outside Bessemer pig iron workess
to stop work, some of them preferring to cover
their sales by buying iron in the open mar-
ket to making the iron themselves,

Qur statistics published elsowhere, show
how great tho need of a reduction of output is
all over the country. During the month of
December there wasan accumulation of about
100,000 tons of coke and anthracite pig iron,
outside those plants which make iron for
their own uso, Now it is knoww that s num-
ber of tho stecl works have accumulated iron
On the other hand, it is truo that some exag-

gerated roports havo been %iven currenocy,
Iiko those relating to the surplus purchases of
a leading concern'in tho Contral West, In
the past year the requirements from outsido
sources havo rison as high as 50,000 to 60,000
toas per month, Siuco tho amounts to be
recoived during the first four months of the
current year aro only 85,000 tons, additional
purchases may bo necessary bofore tho great
new {urnace plant of the company putsitin
a position to take caro of its own require-
monts,.—Iron Age.

Bounty on Agricultural Exports.

The Lubin project for a bounty nn ouragri-
cultural exports has been considered by some
ot the castern United Statos granges and re-
coived their approbation. The idea is that
tho manufacturing industries have for thirty
years been receiving the benefiv of a tariff for
protection, whermby the prices of things sold
to the farmers have been increased. The
farmeors have bornu this on the plea of ‘'in-
faut industries” and fear of *‘paupor labor"
till now, finding themselves in competition
with tho cheap wheat aud cotton producing
countries of the w._rld, tho enhanced prices of
the things they buy begin to tell on them and
they want the burden equalized by a bounty
on their exports, This bounty will enhance
tho home price of their product as the protec-
tive tariff does that of the manufacturers and
place them on an equal footing in thesupport
of the home market. ‘This is their argament
and the alternative they offer is absolute free
trade, Tho state granges aroconsidering the
subject; Pepnsylvania i3 the last ome to
speak. ‘Theconstitution forbids any bounty
on exports, o their plan can anly be carried
out by its amendmont, if at all,  Tho alter-
native proposition of free trade is what is ex-
citing tho attention of the protected classes.
Labin has found many believers among the
farmers, who sse in hisargument the explan-
ation of the general depression of the agrioul-
tural 1nterests for some years back,—Milwaa-
keo Jousnal.

Report on F'arm Animals.

The Orange Judd Farmer this week pub-
lishes the results of an investigation, made
through local agents in the different counties
of the country, relative to the number and

values of farm animals in the United States.
The total value of all classes of animals is
estimated ot $1,864,420,000, or $62,189,000
less thon » year ago, This is the lowest
you reached since the decline began in 1893,
when the total value of farm animals wasre-
ported at §2,483,083,000, a shrinkago in this
ono one item of farm property in threo years
of $322,663,000, or 25 por coat, The heavy
decline in the past year has beenin horses and
mules, tho lossin value amounting to $189,
000,000. Mzilch cows have increased substan-
tislly in numbers and hold their owa in
price, while other cattle show a little enlarge-
ment in numbers and decided improvement
in price.

T'he total number of hogs is loss than two
per cent smaller than a year ago, loss from
sickness in some districts being offset by sub-
stantiel increase in othoerg, notably the South
and tho districts that suffered a corn failare
in 1894. The slaughter of sheep continues,
this class 0 animals showing a farther
shrinkago during the year of nearly 3,000,000.
From 1889 to 1893 flocks increased by 5,000,-
000, while {rom 1893 to 1826 tho average
decrease has smounted to that fignro each
year, while those remaining show ashrinkage
in value of 91c, or 84 per cent per head.

Tho total number of farm animals on
January 1 are estimated as follows: Horses,
15,867,000; maules, 2,810,000; cows, 17,787,
000; other cattlo, 82,602,000 ; sheop, 82,818,
000; hogs, 46,802,000,

Pork Packing and Provisions.

‘Westorn packing shows a total of 880,000
for the week, compared with $410,000 the
procoding week, and 460,000 for cerrespond-
ing time last yoar, From Novomber 1 the
total is 5,180,000 against 5 265,000 & yoar
ago.. While tho quality continues good in
some of tho marketsit isdooliningsomewhatin
athers, which fact is +being taken by dealers
as an idication that marketable stock is now
closoly dispossd of, It is not plain yot, how-
oyer, that tho lessening of supplies at this
time is entiroly or even maivly due to the
near approach to the end of liberal numbers,
but is likely the result at least in somo dogres
of the effect of an advancing tendency in
values, which naturally encourages delay in
ghipments. Tho recont speculative interest
in the product and decided advance in the
merket from the especially low point provail-
ing have given assurance of better prices for
hogs, which fact with the wide margin of
profit in feeding oporations at ocurrent values
of corn, should bo expected to serve as a tom-
porary check to marketing operations. It
seams ronsonable to regard the situation as
one influencoed moro by prices than by scar-
city of animals. At tho closo the average of
western markets i3 about 80 cents 100 per
pounds bigher than a week ago for hogs, the
gonoral average being aboud $1.00.—Cin-
cinnati Prico Current, Jan, 28,

Gansumptidn of Coffes.

A house in New York has just completed
statistics for the year, in which it isshown
that the total sales of coffeo of &': kinds in the
United States during 1895 was 272.506 tons,
against 268,274 tons in 1894, and 247,717 tons
in 1893. The receipts of Brazilians into the
country were 8,311,604 bags, and the distri-
bution from the seaports, 8,230,660, comparing
with 8,169,028 in 1894 and 8,208,042 in 1893,
These figures are significant in showing good
full average conenmption, but in their appli-
cation to present position must be taken in
conjunction with the factthat on January
1st the world’s visible supply of coffes was
much.in excess of last year; the quantity
available for this country was then and has
since shown an amount very much in excess
of January, 1895, and the absence of apy hints
of damage to the growing bean is strong evi-
dencs that previous liberal estimates of noxt
crop are not now assailable, Cocoa has been
marked down fractionally since the opering
of the year, and the shading on cost served as
o momentary attraction for o little more de-
omand, but nanufactorers are againin an in-
different attitude, The supply, however, is -
held fairly well, as desirable cocoa is unques-
tionably cheap and ought to secure greater
attention,

Grain and Miﬁng Notss,

The barley crop of 1895 was by far the
largest over grown in the United States being
87,378,000 bushels as against §0,000,000 in
in 1891, and 70,000,000 bushels, the average
for ten years back. The average crop for
the past twenty yearsis 52.500,007) bashels,

A Montreal dispatch says that the Canadian
Pacific Railway Company will build at Fort
‘William, the coming summer, another mam-
moth elevator of as large capacity as those
already thero. A mammoth flour shed, 500
by 75 feet, will also be erected. This state-
ment is no doubt true, as the elovator is
needed, the wheat production of Manitoba
having exceeded the prasent elevator capacity
at the Lake Superior ports, though it is not
likely & start will bo made on the clevator
until it is scen hew the next crop is likely
to turn out.

The total recoipts of wheat at the four
principal United States winter whoat points,
Toledo, St. Lous, Detroit,. and Kanses City,
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