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been more or lees difficulty in obtainiag cavs.
Merchants here have had their importations
ficquently delayed in transit heyond all endur-
ance. And all thiz from the vailway company
which claims the sole right to the carrying
trude of the Northwest,

“The Dowminion has built a railway to the
Northwest, at the cost of untold willions and
before it is completed or has a quarter of the
business it could do, theve ave people in Mani-
toba who ask that it shall be exposed to com.
petition which would divide even the tiaflic
which it enjoys.” The above precious para-
graph is from the Yonctary 7unes, It 1s the
old, old story, which castern people and the
castern press will never cease to harp upon.
And because the ** Dominion has built a rail-
way ” and handed it over toa monopoly, there.
fore the commercia® interest of the Northwest
must be strangled, and the country placed under
the heal of 2 monopoly which greatly retards
tts development.  Patience fo: bids further com.
mend upou such an unceasonable argument as
is contained in the paragraph quoted.

A meeting of wholesale dry goods dealers was
held in Mountreal, fo: the purpose of discussing
the proposed changes in the tariff. The mat.
ters taken into discussion were the duties on
certain articles vsed by milliners, hatters and
furriers, iaclnding gimps, cords, braids, bind-
ings, ribbouns, cte. These svticles, when impor,
ed by manufacturers, for use in tueir establish.
ments, are subject toa duty of 15 per cent ad
valorem, This givesa discrimination of abont
I3 per cent i favor of manufacturers, as against
wholesalers and others who import to re-sell.
The wholesale dry goods dealers considered that
this arrangenent was urfair to the genera)
tiade, and that it would also leave a door open
for smuggling and shap practices. It was de-
cided to confer with the tizde in other parts of
the Dominion with refesence to the subject.
Messrs, H. Shorey, J. Hodgson, S. P. Cleghorn,
and S. Carley were appointed a committeo to
confer with the Finauce Minister and cndeavor
to have the matter re-cousidesed.

Commercial Summary,

Special telegraws to Bradstreet's report a less
satisfactory condition of general trade thun last
week, due ia large part to the continuation of
strikes at various industrial centers as well as
to theinterruption tobilway traffic in the south
west.  Floodsin the central, sonthern and west-
crn states have helped to depress trade through
the destruction of lridges and overflowiog of
country roads. At large castern cities the vol.
ume of mecchundise moviug is of ouly moderate
proportions. At western ceuturs the demands
are quite azmuch for ncar-by wants as they
werea wecek ago.  In general it may be stated
that the progress made thus far during 1886
has been disappointiug, though at Chicago and
some other cities the total sales of staple goods
for the first quarter of 1856 are said to fully
cqual thcse of the first quarter of 1885. Bad
toads are very generally reported throughout
the country, aud collections from interior
traders are slow. In Kaneas and Missou;i col-
lections are not expected to improve until new
cyops are gashered aud sold, Meney is jn only

fair demaund at somo puints, and the wmarkets
rule ensy at unchauged rates. Improvement in
general trade is mentioned at St. Louis and
Kansas City, due to resumption of traflic there.
The ivor industry continuves depressed by the
check to industrial enterpise -avsed Ly ox-
tended strikee as well as through enhanced cost
of fuel for furnaces, Antlnecite coal is firm at
the advance and in beiter demand, ‘Flhe coal
pool hae not arranged percentage for 1886 yet.
‘The industrial situation is Letter in spite of the
molungaltion of the fight agaiust the railways
by the Knigits of Labor at ihe west. The
knibting mill stiike at Cohocs aad New Rritain,
Cona,, the boot and shoe strike at Beverly,
Mass.,, nd that among thie suit malers at New
Youk, have largely disappeared, patting 19,000
operatives at work and cutting down the total
striking from 52,000 to 33,000 within a week.
There is, however, a possibility «f anothet out-
brezh at Cohoes. Light cousamptive demand
continues to deprese sugar prices, but mild
coffect are higher.  Only fair sales of day goods
are reported, thc movemert being smaller.
Stocks in first hands are small and prices, with
few cxceptions, ave firm. Priuts are off 1-16¢.
to 3ic. for G4s. The wheat market is only
moderately firm, despite the freer sales for ex-
port. late takings Ly Italy, aboui 200,000
bushels, are sigrificant, as our grain shipments
thither have heretofore been chicfly Indian
corn.  Bradstreet’s reports of visible supplies of
wheat cast of the Rocky mouutzins, March 27,
show a decline of but 6,257,000 bushels since
Japuary 1, against 8,657,000 bushels decline
repocted by the New York Produce Exchange.
Visible stocks of flour amount to 1,784,000 bar-
rels, or 10,000 barrels more than on January L
There aic no antlentic reports of damage to
winter wheat yet. Not much spring-wheat
planting has been done. Cash No. 2 red at
New York closes at 93¢, against 93}c a week
ago. Hog pioducts are quiet and steady, with
light demund.  There were 200 failures ia the
United States veported to Bradstreet’s this
week, against 191 last week, 225in the first
week ending in April, 1885, 143 in 1884, 190 in
1883 and 129 in 1882, Canada had 1§ this
weck agawmst 30 last. The total number of
failures in the United States from January 1 to
April 2 is 3,339, against 3,911 in a like portion
of 1885, a decline of 572, against 3,190 ir 1584,
3,160 in 1883 and 2,146 in 1882. Canada had
360 in three months of 1SS6. against 437 ina

like share of 1883, a decline of 67.—Brad-
atreel’s.

Selec'tions.

The national board of trade in session at
Washington lately, resolved that a uniform
standard of grain mcasure for the United
States aud for other countries, especially for
su h a8 export or import wheat, as an intcrra-
tional standard, shonld bhe cstablished and is
lherehy 1ccommended ; and that the cental sys.
tem current ir Liverpoo) and the Pacific states
of this country, representing 100 lbsavoirdupois,
is hercby approved and recommended for gen.
eral adoption by this and other countrics asa
standard for grain measure.

The new railroad construction in t1e United
States durjng 1885 aggregates 3,113 wiles, or

700 miles less than iu 1884. Tho auvuual aver.
ago for the last ten years has been 5,478 miles,
The total railroad construction at the end of
1885 wus 125,500 miler,  Tne Railiray age be-
lieves that during the present yecar there will
be *a large increasc of construction,” as com-
pared withh 1885, The United States, with an
area just about equal to that of Europe,
already contains 10,000 more miles of railvoad,
and wiil ateadily iucrease its superiority in that
respect.

Gueatamala is endeavoring to increase her ex-
port. trade, and inso doing, goes even farther
thun the Goveinment of Mexico has been asked
to go Ly the National Chamber of Comwerce.
For example, Guatamala not only takes off the
export duty on sugar for a period of ten years,
but gives a bonus on every ton sent abroad.
Coffee has keeu relieved of all internal taxation,
and native wines and vineyards are freed from
iuteinal texes, while in additioa wine o ev.
empted from e<port taxes for {wenty years,
Mexican coffee growers will see in the action of
the Guatamalan Government cause for appre-

hensions. It is well for the Government of the
coffec-growing states to relicve planters as
much as possible from every form of taxation.
It is evident that public gentimeut must be
aroused to that point which will bring about a
radical refoin intazation, which now rests too
much on the active and industrious production,
Let the Jand bear its proper share of taxation,
— Mexican Fincucier.

WM. SIMPSON,
Gommission Merchant,

—aND—
GROCERY IIROILKIT ! ¢
Mrvicr.:

120 Princess St., Winnipeg.

ASSOCIATKD WITH—
Jas. Simpson & Son, fanilton,
Jus. Simpson, Jr., Moutreal.
Simpson & McIndoe, Toronto.

AGeNT--V'aul Heinemamn, Japan ‘leas, New
York; burtridge, Pritchard & artiott, Tcas, Loudan,
Eng.; Walkerton Grape Sugar Refining and Starch Co.;
F. W. Feannau, Mcats : also Canncd Fru-ts and Sundries,

OFFIGE LABOR, SAVING DEVICES
The Schiicht-Field Company, Limited

Maseracttrers, TORONTO,
Have opencd a Branch Otlice at

259 MAIN ST, WINNIPEG,

Where they have in stock theie

HH 3 lifferent sizes, from 12
Shannon Biling Cabinels, fo%: oy tohiing
Letters, Invoices, Receipts, Telegrams, Dralts, etc., cte.

Dominion Letter Files and ‘Lramsfer Cases,
Dominion Document Files & Ve Morteexe
Schlicht Standard Indexes ox o 500 o 250,000

their new

Patent Rapid Roﬁ‘;f' Damp Leaf Letter Copier

will copy 100 letters in three minutes.
FILING CABINETS may hereen in practical uscat Messrs
McBean Bros, Grain Mcrchants; J. Elliott & Son, Agricul.
tura) Impr. Mants., He «derson & Rull, Wholesale Grocers.

Calland examine or sddress for particulars
J. GMELIN, Ayt tor Manitoba and N.W.T.,
259 Main St., Winnipeg.

Offico Hours, § to 10a.m. and 8to6 p.m.




