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however, causcd & restoration of Loudon values
and all English securities show a warked ad-
vince. This of course produtees a loss of the
stimulating effcct which the English decline
had on the Ametican warket, which is appac-
ent in the latest quotations.  The namber of
reported failutes remains nbous the same fiom
wecek to week, but 1t is a table that is catuly
misleading in 1cgavd to business piospenty.
More than nine-tenths of the failmes roted in
the commercial veports ave for trivial amounts,
do not produce a ripple iv the trade, sud ave ro

indicacion of the situation.—Chicayo Journal of

Commerce.

Overproduc'tion Theory.

Every labor saving invention euables one hu
man want to be more cheaply supplied, so that
a part of the numan energy expended msatisfy-
ing it can be turned to the supply of other
waute, The everproduction theovy, except as
limited to a very limired field, and within a
nartow compass of time, is altogether without
foundation. The human raceas & whole does
not suffer because its powers of production ave
increased, or because its wants can be more
easily or cl.eaply supplied, or because things
needful for buman comfort and use are more
abundaatly produced. Temporaviiy, and with-
in somne particular market, production may at
times so far outran the demand that a disturb.
ance results. But that is not the phenomenon
toat we are now witeessing. The distutbance
of industry in these days aftects many coun-
tries, though in a different measme 3 and while
it would have affeeted this conatry butlittleaf
at all, but for the disturnance of the taviff ques.
tion, and has affected us only within the past
year or two, it has contiaued in Great Butain
and other countiies with increasing force for
nearly ten years. The pailosophers who preach
of overproduction have not yet deteeted the
cause of the cvil. —Chicayo Jouwrnal of Com-
merce.

———

Postal Cards Envelopes on Tap.

A curious invention called an antomatic pos.
tal box is being exhibited by the agents of its
inventor at No. 145 Maiden lane. It iy 2 de-
vice to supply postal cards or stamped envel-
opes and paper from a 1eceptacte to be placed
in all public places, sticets and 1esorts, by
means of mechaniam operated by the coin
which the purchaser drops into the muchine.
The inventor of this contrivauce is an Eunglich.
mun, and he has made 2 successful experiment
in introducing it in his own country.

The apparatus consists of a box, somewhat
larger than oxdinary lamp-post lettes-box.  In
1t are two compartients, one coutarnng pust-
al cards, the other, stamped envelupes with
sheets of papers inclosed in it.  Benmd these
is a compartment inclosing the maechinay. In
the lid un the top of the box is a slot over cach
compartment. When u coin of the denomina-
tion (involving a certain size, thickness and
weight) for which tne machinery has beea con-
structed, is dropped into the slot, the lock of a
drawer 1 the bottom of the box 18 released,aud
on the drawer bemnyg pulled out a posial card or
stamped envelope is found in it.  Any other
thau « proper coin will not release the lock,but

runaing thiough the machine, is erpelled upon
a board at its base.  If the coin is bad, it is ve.
tained in the machino and the loex is kept fas-
tened,  When all the emds ov envelopes have
been sold a plete rises over the slot marked
“ empty,” aad nv more coins caa be put in.

I'he machinery of the box may be adapted to
the delivery of avadety of such articles, sach
as theatre tichets,ferry tickets, prize packages,
or faney cards, and it is expected Shat it will
be employed by many of the lavger shops and
hotels for this kind of delivery.
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Vegetable Leather.

‘The Londouw Merchants' Magazine states that
there are vciy expensive works at Stepney
Green, Loudon, in wiich great quantities of
artificial Jeather are manufactured.  Inappear
ance it.resenble common leather, aud it is only
Ly a very close serutiny that the distinction
hetween them is detected. It is manufactured
in webs tifty yrrds in length and fomr and a
half in breadib,and is now much used forbook-
binding and several otier purposes for which
tanned calf and shieep leather are cemployed
by us.

It is also uscd by saddlers for mawing har-
ness, and it may he made of any thickness de-
airable, and is capable of heing stretehed and
cemented.  India-rubber is the principal sub-
stance of its composition, but theie are other
ingredients mixed with it wheieby its leather
qualities aae scemed.  The method of making
it is kept sceret, but that such a svbstance is
manufactured, «ol@ and used in large quanti-
s1es 13a fact of tuo great importance toLe over-
looked.

——— ——

Tng Portage la Prairte vat meal mi'ls will in
future be carricd on by the Owen Sound aud
Nortirwest Milliug Co., a chartered company
with a paid up capital of $10,000. The com-
pauy will also operate flour millgat Qu’Appelle.
Mr. D. Johnson will still mianage the mills at
Portage la Praivie,
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Recent Legal Decisions.

Customs Drries  MeaNine oF ** Hovse-
HoLD ErFners. " A caniage in nse abroad for
a year by its owner, who brings it to this coun-
try for another person, nor for sale, is ** house-
lhold eifects” under section 2,505 of the United
states Revised Statutes of 1874, ard is free
from duty, according to the decision of tane
Uaited States Supreme Court in the case of
Arthur vs, Morgan.

Ramroans -TrassrorTaTioN-—-Cestom -- .\
rule or custon adopted by a cailrend company
cuncerdiig its cuntracts with its pationsfor the
Gansputtativn of gidda wanut operate upon
those of its patross who have no hnowledge of
the custence of such 1ale, ard such persons
wit? not be legatly bouad theehy, according to
the decision of the Supreme Court of Nebraska
in the cssc of the Atchison & Northern Rail-
road Company ve. Miller.

RAILROAD- NEGLIGENtE OF CoNDUCTORS—
DaMauks —A passenger who, through the neg-
ligence of one conductor on a railvoad train is
not feimshed with & stops over tichet to which
ke is entitied, and who, on attempting to re.
sume his journey after o stop, is required by a

sceond coaductor to pay additional fareo- leave
the train, may oleet to leave the tiain, and §,
that case may tecover from the vailtoad con
pany not merely the amount of e wddering)
fue which he is subcequently obliged to pay
order ‘o 1each his destination, but 'l danw.
sustated by him as the dbveet amd Butmal ooy
sequence of the faull of the tirst comdncte
Yorton ve. Milwankee, Lake Shore & Weay
Railway Cowapany, decided by the Suprews
Coutt of Wiscousin,

Removarn or Cavsks - Procrbrrr Ty, |
matter of Fish, petitioacr, decided by the x.
prewe Court of the United States on the %)
inst., involved the question whether, ina cinl
suit temoved fiom & state to u federal coun,
thie fatier could continue and enforee aun ordg
of the state comt requiring the defendant
submit to examination 28 a party before ti)
upon penaliy of fine and imprisonment,  The
Suprerse Comt held  that the  petitiony,
having removed his case into the Cirenst Coun,
bad @ right to have its further progiess go
crned by the law of the latter comt, and ad
by that of the couit from which it wasiemored
and that if one of the advantages of this
moval was an escape from the examimation ke
had a right to that benefit if his case wasiight
fully removed.

MeaxiNe ofF Wonrbs 1IN Cuarter Parn.-
The words **about ready to sail,” used in g
chaiter party in 1eference to a steamship,img'y
that she has begun her preparations ‘o g
veady Lo sail, according to the decision of the

United States Distriet Court 2t Baltimore, i
the case of Robeits ebal. vs, Gill et al.  Thy
wes 2 libel biought by the plaintiffs agamsttle §
defendants for the violation of a chaster paty
T'he steamship in question was descrited ina g
gvain charter party, dated Angust 8, 1584, u §
“¢about ready to sail in ballast,” and wa. a §
ghat day ‘n the dry dock at Shiclds, on i
Tyne, England, being repaied.  The stez §
ship had not in fact begun her preparations @
the $th.  As this was a substantial patt of tie §
contract, and this delay wrade her a Septemles §
instead of an August beat, the court held the E
the charterers did not get what theycortraddd [
for aud what they agreed to pay for. Thy 88
agreed to pay the priee demanded for an Ay ¥
ust boat, which was higher than the martd
rate for u September boat, but the delay & &
feated their object, and as the stipulation wa
Inoken they were not obliged to tahe th J&
teamer when tendered.

TerscrAPH COMPAXY STIrULATION 1N Cov B
TrACTS. --In a receat case, where it appesn! By
hat oue of the pinted blank forms 1 use tra 5§
tclegraph company contained the followi B
condition, * No dJaim for damages shall b Bk
valid unless poosented-in writing within thig
days after sending the .l\c§sngc,“ and benetd
the blank space for the message and place <
signature was printed in laege type, ** Resdth
notice and agreement ad the top,” tie Suprext
Court of Miaesota hield that one whoiilled 9
and signed a message upon such blank i3
wag presamed to have had notice of such o
dition, and was bound by it as par. of bis o
tract with the company, and that the stips¥
tion therein contained was reasonab'e and #



