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IE annaunicement that Mr. WValter
C. Nichai, editor ai The London

*"~ News, is retiring fromn active news-
papk' er work ta go into gold rliîiniig in

Brtish Columbia wis a surprise. As
one of the briglitcst af younger jour-

> ~nalists who hiad proved a success in
two différent onierous positions, it
was supposed that lie was a fixture an

'~the daily press. But a good chance
1iresented itsei and lie leaves for the West about the 24thl inst.
with Messrs. 'Marshall and X'oung, af H-amilton, ta visit the
gald nticds with the alluring prospect of sharing in the harvest of
fortunes that are iii process of making out there. Mr. Nichai
iuli be followed by the good wishes of a host of friends an the

press.

As indicated clsewliere, 'l'ie Ottawa Citizen Co. lias bought
the Ontario Printing and l3oolk-fljnidinig Co. of that city and ivill
arnalgamate it witli their own busintss. This includes The
L.aunger, a rnontlîly publication whicii will now pass out of ex
istence. The Citizen lias flot donc anything in these depart..
ments before, but with this purcluase ivill branch out and put iii
ani extensive job printing and book-binding plant. 1%r L,.
W. Shannon is a capable nmanager for an establishment like this.

Now that waî lias actuai> braken out in the Eas. ýhc- daily
niay sec lts way to preserit erýcl day a connected stary ai the
stirring events nowi being recarded. For wveeks past the tele-
graphi r,perator lias edîted the war news. 'lhle paragraphis camne
over the ivires datcd London, Paris, Constantinople, Atliens,
and l.ord-Knaows-Whiere, and are shovelled into the paper with
small caps, subheads, and a great flanier at the top. To
re*write the whale day s despatches is doubtless liard work. But
the resuits would bc more satisfactory. Unless the man aithei
Newv York end supplies a sunîmarized despatch, coverinLe the
main features ai the day, it is seldomi done in our awni offices.
Wutlî the morning papers it would not be impossible to re-cast
tic whole matter, give a better story, and probably save space
iii the aperatian.

l'he idea seerns ta exist that the Parliarnentary debates are
entitled ta an exhaustive sunînîary each day. he reports are,
an the whle, lengthV. Only at a ]aie hour in the night do the
trained experts in the press galler-, sumnmon uI) courage enough
tu say, «':Messrs. l3lank, 'Mucliofit, Longtongue aîîd Scrapbook
contiiîucd the debate." Their predecessors, having spoken early,
get tlîe crearni ftle space. As a rule, the Commons debates
get nmore space thian they deserve. The debators should be tauglit
to condense and the daily press alone can adnîinister the re-
quired lessan.

An outsider cornes ta the conclusion tlîat the Nova Scotian
papers have taken the political situation far tao seriously. The
controversies have been many and bitter, and, at tlîis distance
iroin the prii.c ring, it looks as if the politicians got the papers ta
say the bitter, nastv, ill.temp)ertd tlîings wliicli they don't like to
say for tlienselves. %Vhlo gains by tlîis ? Certainly nat the prss
which ,sacrifices fricndship, goo huvinor and decency af con-

duct for a set ai seli.seekers who care flot ane wlîit for the gaod
naine and fanie ai journalism. Besides, these furiaus disputes
do away îvith the finer wvit and satire which constitute the chier
chirm ai political writing.

l'le Montreal Star lias been printing sanie %vefldratwn
sketches af parliamentary oratars, represented in the act of
speaking irom tlîeir places in the Ilouse of Commons. The
likenesses are admirable, and cansidering the exigencies af tie
fast press nowadays, the wark is hîighly creditable bath ta the
paper and the artist.

'l'le Toronto WVorld hias laid in a fine new nieclianical out-
fit and its office is now anc ai the best equipped in Canada.
Aniother linotype machine is on the way, making seven in ail.
TFhe new Goss straight uine threc-decker press with Roc attach-
ment, will be ready ta roun in a few days. A specia) motar is
being made for it, and the stereatyping plant is aIl new. When
The %Vorld appears in its new dress, it will preserit a bright ap-
pearance that wilijustify the capital expenditure which Mr. W.
F. Maclean has wisely determined ta go in for.

MNr. John J. Foote, praprietor ai 'l'lie iMorning Chîronicle,
died at Quebec, April 19, after a short illness. Mr. Foote ivas
born in Tavistock, Devon, England, in 1832. He entered the
whlolesale tea trade in Dublin when a young man, and iças aiter-
wards in the same business in London, Ontario. Hie ivent ta
( uebec 35 years aga ta loin his brother Samuel in publishing
ýi'e Chronicle, ai which lie becamne sale owner in 1878. The
paper wil1 be continued as usual under the mianagement ai Mr.
Allison Jackson, business manager, until Mr. Trevor Foate,
deceased's youvger san, cames of age, in three years.

As this issue goes ta press Mr. R. A'. Kennedy, praprietor
ai The Hamilton imes, is seriously ill. It is understaod thiat
hie is tlîreatened with an attack af apoplexy, and his condition is
adi that it wvas deemed advisable ta send for his wvife and

daughter, who have been visiting fiends in New York. The
physician in attendance reports that his patient is a little better
to-day. The patient's ultiniate recavery is believed ta bc very
doubtful.

DR. JAKEWAY'S POENS.

Canadian journalists will be glad ta learn that Dr. Charles
E. Jakeway, ai Stayner, Ont., authar ai the faniaus ballad
Il aura Secord," IlDeath ai Tecumnseh," "'Capture ai Faort
D)etroit," IlDeath af ]3rock," and many other fine productions,
is publishing a volume ai bis verse. Hie writes in a lofty strain
and most ai his poems are patriotic and highly spirit-stirring.
They have been published, quoted, recited and sung widely for
many years, and have been highly spaken ai by the press
and by scholars and critics in this country and in England.
The book takes its title from the principal work IlThe Lion
and the I.ilies ; a tale ai the Conquest," in six cantas, which
ili be the nîast ambitiaus Canadian poemi yet presented ta the

public. The year ai fier Majesty's l)iamazud jubilee is an
apprapriate trne for the appearance afi this interesting volume.
William Briggs, 29.33 Richmîond street west, Toronto, the pub-
lisher, auînounices it will be ready this rnonth.
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