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EDITORIAL NOTES.

A quill penmaker says that no pen will do as fine writing as the crow's
quill. ¢ requires tho assistance of a microscopo to make a proper pen out
of such a qui:l, but whon made it is of wonderful delicacy. The steel pocs
of the present havo very fine peints, but sowehow a finer point can bo given
to a quill than has ever beon put on a steel pon.

INTERESTING FoR THE HEN.—A curious method of fish hatching has
long been practised in China, where hens are not only tortured by hatching
broods of watei-loving ducke, bat aro ac-ually mado to hatch the spawn of
fish. The metliod is fo collect thoe spawn from the water’s edge, and to seal
it with wax in an otherxise empty egg-shell, which is placed in the nest of
a seiting hen. A fow daya of warmth will ripen the spawn suffic ently for
the next move. which is to empty tho contents of the egg into water. well
warmed by the heat cf the sun. A fow weeka of careful shiolding from too
great light, heat or cold, will clapse before the fishy offspring are quite fitted
for tbeir battle with tho oloments. The emotions of the feathored mother
on beholding ber finpy brood are not recorded.

Our Aportep Tearirorisd.—The statement that tho boundaries of the
British Empiro havo beon enlarged by over two millions of square miles
since 1581 wili not probably piss withoul challenge. It is indeed a start
ling statement, yet it is an exceedingly well-founded one., Nearly 400 g0
squaroe miles wero added by Gladstone in 1681-1882. Theso districts were
Rotumah, tho Tougs Isles, and Egyps. It shouid be noted at the tamo time
that the foreign policy of tho Gladsiono Government w-s far from vigorous
notwithstanding this creditable showing, for during tho samo period the
Transcaal, Zulu and, aud the plains of the Sou dan passed out of the pro-
tection of Great Britain. Iord Salisbury’s foroign policy bas beon both
far-sighted and popular with his British Constituoncy. Iu the two yoars
botwoen 1886-188S aver 1,790,000 squaro miles wera obtsined. Awmong
theso territorios are Upper Barmah, Royal Niger, Col Pahang, British East
Africs, B:it'sh South Africa and Now Guians, while tho superiority of tho
Salisbory Govornmont is attested by the fact that thero is no eorresponding
loss of territory to offset tho great gain of tho Empire. Itis a curious fact
that thero i3 but onc opinion in the British or Colonial mind s to the
acquiring of promising foreign territories, whilo at tho samo time the land
acquiring propensitics of othor nations araridiculed and ara held in disrepute
by sll Britons. Tho opithet of * land-grabbor” might as well appiy to the
Sslisbury Governmont a8 to the fartive a‘lompts of our less acquisitive
neighbors,

Waar WLt Tuey Do Avour It.—Onwing, it is supposed, to the heavy
losses sustained by the Engiish firo insurance companies by tho disastrous
firoat St John's, Nowfoundland, these companies has instructed their Halifax
agents lo advance the rates throughout Nuva Scotia from thirty five per
cont apwards, Thisadvanco would tax tho Halifax insured from $200.000
to £300,000 per annum moro than in provious years, and as tho now rates
would como into operalion on the firat of March, the matter hss created no
littlo excitoment in tho city. Tho agonts of tho British companies havo
done their best to obtain a reconsideration of tho order, but their offorts
proved futile. A crisis was reached a fow days ago when tho Eastern Assut-

2 {ance Company, through Manager Cory, withdrow from the Nova Scotia

Firo Insuranco Association, and declared that tho proposed advance was

2 | injustifiablo and unnecossary. Just what thoe British companies are going

to do about it does not appear, but if their Canadian corapetitors have suffic-
ient back-bone, they will have to listen to reason or be content to discon-
tinuo tho majority of their risks.

LiveLy ror THE Avustnavians |—Our Canadian settlers, aithough thoy
havo many hardships to endure, aro not compalled to wage the war of exter-
mination of kangaroos and rabbits, with which our Australian frionds are so
occupied. The sheep-runs are especially infested by tho kangaroos, and by
a smallor species of marsupial, the wallaby. In South Australia, notwith-
standing that hundreds of thousands of theso animals are slaugbtered yearly,
tho plaque does not seem 1o havo been stayed. The government offers a
liberal bonus for tkins of kangarous, and the local tanners keep up a lively
demand, but the kangaroo lopes along as unconcernedly as if no warrant
wero out for his arrest. Tho chief objection to the kangaroo i that ho
consumes the gr28s intended for the sheep, and that he frightens the flocks
away, but much graver objections are urged against his co-worker the wild
rabbit, who has beon the pest of tho settiers for the past twenty years. Tho
pair taken out by an English settler thrived famously, and their progeny
have th-ckly setted over the mainland. Duriog the past ten yosrs iho
government of Vicioria have expended £885,000 on rabbit extormination,
but as yet there has been no appreciablo result. In many patts of tho
country they havo increased so rapidiy that co’onists with their flocks and
herds havo been forced to movo to more rabbitless portions, and to give up
tho strugg'e of extermination.

Forerex Misstox Wonrk.—Thero are perhaps few peoplo in this world
of trouble who have moro snnoyantes to put up with than those who have
devoted their lives {o the sorvico of God in tho field of foreign mission
work. Strangely opongh, the chief troublo is not from the heathen for
whose enlightenment they have given up so much, but it is caused by tho
willful action or the c'ouded vnderstanding of the nominally christianized
men and women who should #id in the mission work instead of thiwarting
it in every direction. Missionaries in China and Japan testify that the
European and American residen:s do not heighten tho tone of civiization
in theso countries. On the contrary they frequent'y throw off restraint,
and although nominally Chris‘ains, lead a keathen life in a heathen com-
mupity. Nor are many of them content with this  Men who haveacquired
the language. write taking articlos for the native publicitions, in which tkoy
maka statements, which, though absurd to us, azo yet taken as gospel truth
by credulous natives. For instance one writer, whose sssurance must have
been considerable, has for tho past yesr scoffed at tho missionaries snd their
efforts, by ropeatedly stating that Christianity was in voguo only among the
lowest class's in America—thay it was an out-grown faith—a cluster of
snperstitions. Tho missionaries are sont to engego in active personal work
—thoy are not in fureign lands to ongago in ondless controversy with men
of their own country, and tho lies are permitted to go unrefuted. Another
serious grievanco is that the missionzries aro frequently misonderstood by
tho members of the churches who support them. Not knowing the insuper-
ablo obstacles in tho way, thoy consider that the work snould progress moro
rapidly, and st less expense. A cortain hard-working class of our peoplo
have the idea that tho missionaries Jive in Juxury becauso thoy hear of tho
servants kept for their use. They forget that tho custom of tho eastern
countries entails attendants, and they forget also a distinction which is
vast!y woro important betwoon varietios of labor. If thoy wish to support
a miss, avry, ha f of whoso enorgies aro to bo oxpondoed on dish-washing and
house-hol« :abor, let them do 50, but if they wish that tho full energy of tho
missionary ia spont in evangelistic work, then lot them provide for that
purpese the tnivinl sum which will suffico to emproy tho necessary attend-
ants The timo of tho missionary is incalculably valuable, and should never
be wasted in sorvile or unnecessary labor, which can be choaply performed
Tho noble band of devoted moen and women from our Province aro slready
in the mission-fiold, and every offort should be made by their follow-m:n
and women to advanco and not noutralize their efforls, .




