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EDITOIRJAL NOTES.

A quili péninaker says that no pen will do as fine ivriting as the crow'a
quili. iz requires thé assistance of a microscope ta make a propér peu out
of such a quiJ, but whén mnade it is of -,onderfnl delicacy. Thé steelp~ocs
of the présent have very fine points, but sointihew a finer point cau bo given
to a quill than lias tyer beun put on a steel peu.

INTInU.TINO; FOR TUE ITsE.-A curlous Method of fish 'hatching bas
long heen practised iu China, whcre hieus are not only tottured by hatching
broods of wateî -loving ducke, but arc ac-ually mode to hatch thé spawn of
fish. The nxethod fi to collect the spawn, frein the waters cdge, and ta seal
iL withi wax in an otherwise cznpty cgg-shell, which ia placcd in the niest cf
a setting lien. A fow étaya of ivarmthi iill ripen the spawn suffie cntly for
the ncxt move. iwhich is to cmpty thé contenta Of thé Cg,- into *water. wvell
wariued by thé béat of the sun. À féw wceka cf careful shiclding froni to
great light, béat or cold, will clapse before the fishy offspring aro quito fittcd
for tteir batLlé with tho cléments. The émotions of the feathored mether
on bebolding ber finny biood a-te not recordéd.

Ouat ADorrro Tnnxonis.-The 8tatemout that thé boundaries of thé
Blritiah Empira hava beon enlargcd by over two millions of square miles
since 1681 wili net probably p tas without chalenge. It is indeed a Etart
ling stateinént, yet iL is au esceedinglv weli-lounded one. Noarly 400 ()D0
square miles were added by Gladatono in M381-1882. These districts wore
flotumah, the Tonga Iles, and Egyp' IL shoutd bc noted at thé ramé timé
that the foreigu policy of thé Glads:onc Governinént w-s far frein vigerous
notwithstanding this creditablé aliewing, for during thé samoe périod thé
Transaal, Zuin and, and the plains o! the Sou dan passe out of the pro-
tection of Great flritain. Lord Salisbnryls foraign policy bas beau bath
far-sighted and populat wilh bis Btriish Consîitnency. lu the two yoars
botwean 1886-1888 ever 1,790.000 square miles wore obtsined. Among
theé territeries arc llpper ]lurmah, Royal Niger, Col Pahang, Blritish Ea.st
Africa, fl:itah Soutb Africa and Noir Guisaa witeil thé superiority of the
Salisbur.y Goverument iit attested by the fnct that there a ne torresponding
lots of terrizoty ta offset the great gain of thé Empiré. It la a curions f.ict
that thora is but eue opinion in thé ltritisbt or Colonial mind es te thé
acquiriug of promising foreign tetritoriea, irbilé nt thé saine urn thé land
acquiring propenaitica of other nations are ridiculed snd ara held in disropute
b>' ail Dritons. Tlio opithet of 1'Iand-grabbér' mnight as irell apply ta thé
Salisbury Geverninont sa Le thé (uttivo atompts o! our lesa acquisitivé
noighbors,

WIIÀT WILL TuEr Do Anour Ir.-Owing, iLte asuppesed, te the beavy
loases subtained by thé Engtisli fic insuranco comnpaniés by thé disautrous
fire nt St John's, Néwfoundiend. these cempanies bas instructod thoir Hlalifax
agents to advaucé the rates threughout Nuva Scellé fioni thirty lire per
cent upvads. This sdvancé %vould ta% thé Halifax inuteîd frein $200,000
té $300,000 pet aunuin more than in previeus ycars, aud as thé ncw ratés
weuld came into opération on thé OiraL of lMatch, thé maLter bus crcatod ne
litt!e excitémeut in thé city. Thé agents of thé Blritish comipaniés4 have
donc their béat te obtain a reconaideration of thé aider, but théir efforts
preved futile. A criais iras reachéd a féw days ego when thé Eastern Assur-
sucé Company, throughi Manager Cory, %vitldrew frein thé Nova Scetia
Firé Insurance Association, and dcclamad that thé proposed advance vas
iDjustifiab!o sud unneccaaary. Just irliat thé Blritish companies are gain,-
te do about iL doca net appear, but if their Canadian cexupetitora havé suffic-
lent back-bone, théy will have te listen te réason or hé content te disccu.
tînué thé majerity of their riske.

LIVELY DRa TUE AUSTRA&LIANB 1-Our Canadian, settlers, although tbéy
have mauy hardahipa te enduré, are not compolled te iagé the war of exter-
inntion of kangaroos and ràbbits, wvith irbicl ont Australian friends are se

occupied. The aheep-runs ara cgpecidly infested by thé kangaroos, and by
a smiller species ef marsupial, thé wallaby. In South Australia, notwith-
standing that hundreds cf thousands of thèse animals ara slaugbtered yéarly,
thé plagué does net sceute ho avé beau, stayed. Thé gaoéumeut offers a
liberal bonus for ekina of kaugaroos, and thé local tanners kcep up a livel>'
demanid, but thu kangaroo lopes a!eng as unconceruedly as if nio warrant
mère out for hia arrest. Thé chie!f ebjection te thé kangaroe is that hé
consumes thé grais intonded fur thé sbeép. and that hé ftighiteus thé flocks
away, but much graver objections are urged against bis co-irorker thé wild
rabisht, who bas bc-en thé pest of thé settiers for thé past twénty years. Thé
pair lakeon ouL by an Engliah s.-tt!er thrived famonsly, and their progeny
havé th-ckly sett éd ovor thé niaiuland. During thé past ton yosra 'Zho
governmnt of Vic:oria havé oxpeuded M85.,000 on rabbit extermination,
but as yct there bas beomn ne appréciable r(suIL In many patta of thé
country they havé increased se rapidly that ce!oniats with their fleéks and
bords havé been forced te mové te more rabhitless portions, and te givé np
thé atrugg'e cf extermination.

FoRi:ioY, MissioN Wý%onr.-Thero are perbaps feir people in this morld
of trouble wrho have more annoyantea te put up with than thosé who havé
devc>tedl their lives te thé service o! God iu thé field o! fereigu mission
viark. Strangel>' enortgh, thé chie! troublé is net freint thé hoathen for
irboso enli-htenment they have given up se much, but iL is caused by thé
%illful action or the c'ouded understanding of thé nomiually christianized
men and wmen irbe should aid in thé mission isork instezd o! thwarting
iL in évery direction. ",Issionarius in China aud Japan testify that thé
Europesn and Ainerican rcsidcn:s de not hcightcn thé tm)né of civieizatien
lu thèse cou-itries. Ou the contrary théy frequent.y throir off restraint,
and although nominally Chrisains, léad a beathen lite lu a heathen cein-
munit>'. 'Nor are min>' cf thein content %vith this bMonwirb avéacquircd
thé langoagé. write taking articlés fer tho native publicitions, in which thoy
mako statemeuts, which, though abaurd te us, arc yct Laken as gospel truth
by credulous natives. For instance eue irriter, wirose assurance mnuit hava
been considérable, bas fer thé psst yésr scoffed et thé missienariés and their
efforts, by ropeatedi>' stating that Chriatianit>' was ini vogué ont>' among thé
lowest c!aeas.s iu Amorica-thai it iras su ont-grown faith--a cluster of
superstitions. Thé misaienaries arc sont ta éng #go in active pérsoual irork
-th>' arc not in fureign lands ta engage in ondlesa contteversy with mués
of theîr own country, and thé lies are permittédl to go uurefuted. Anothér
serieus grievancé is that thé missiona-ries are fréqueutly mîanndéralood by
thé members cf thé churches whe support them. Net kuoiing thé inauper-
ab!é obstacles lu thé ira>, thoy conulder that thé work. enculd progreas more
rapidly, aud ut léea expénse. A certain hsrd-working class cf out people
have the ides that thé ruissionarlés live in luxury because they béat of thé
servants kept for their use. Théy forget thit thé custoin cf thé oaatern
ceuntries cutiila attendants, aud they forget aise a distinction which la
vastly u<arc important beticoen variaties of labor. If th>' 'wish t-o support
a miss& ai ry, baif cf whoso anergies are te hé expoudéd on dish-wasbing aud
house-holL .abat, lt Lhem de se, but if t-boy wish that thé full onergy cf thé
missionary i:c% spent ln ovangelistie irork, thon lot thein provido for that
purptae, thé trivial suin vwich mill suficé te emp:-oy Via xiccessary a'btend-
ants Thé Limé of thé mifsiouary la iucalculably valuible, .ad aboula novor
bé irassted lu aurvilo or unnecessr>' labor, wbich eau ho choaply pèrformèd
Thé noble baud of dévoted mén aud wmon frein our Province arc alroady
in thé mission-fiéld, aud évery eflort aboutd bc made hy toir felow-mm.
and women ta advaxico nd net neutralizé taoir efforts.


