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EDITORIAL NOTES.

We presume all congratulatory telegrams to the Emperor William wete
eithet franked or prepaid, otherwise the old Kaiser will not regard Ins birth-
days as in all respects sausfacwory,  During the late anmpversary the Fmpe:
tor was deluged with 1,643 congratnlatory telegrams, all of which had to be
read by lus—sccretaries and promptly answered.

The New York Herald, in discussing the fisheries question, bemoans the
fite of the peor Newfoundlanders, who, through the actior of the Dominion
government, have been prevented from selling tharr ba to Amencan <kip-
pers.  Apparently the geographical and poliucal knowledge of some Amer-
ican journalists is himited to the great Republic.

A new telephone, it is said, has been invented, which presents some
strange features.  Insteald of talking into a telephone as at present when
sound is to be transmitted, there is a httle button attached to the wstrument,
which is hield against the neck, throat, chest or top of the head of the speaker,
and the vibrations caused by the voice are transnutted distinctly.

During 1886 the United States imported from Greenland about 8,400
tons of cryolite, or ice-stone.  This is the Leautiful white matenial used
the manufacture of porcelain-ware, door-knobs, p1ano-keys, and clock-dials.
It is likewise used in the manufacture of alum, lye and soda. One Ameri-
can firm in Philadelphis, which has seven barques engaged in this traffic,
entirely controls this business.

. Sc.ver:ll artesian wells have recently been sunk with remarkable success
in vanious parts of Algeria, and onc of these, in the region of the Shotts,
yields as uch as 8,000 litres per minute of pure water, ata temperature of
25 deg C, forming a lake of c msiderable size, and more than 30 feet in
depth.  Large areas of waste land have been reclaimed by means of the
water thus provided, and similar results arc hoped for in othor regions v hich
have been hitherto quite unavailable for agricultural production.

Mr. John Herbin, of Acadia College, bas just published a pratty Jitde
poem entitled ““‘The Piper's Pond.” To those familiar with the Clifton
grounds at Windsor, which formed part of Sam Slick’s magnificent property,
Mr. Herbin's poem will recall the dark, forbidding, shaduwy puol, which
was almost completcly shut in by the thick foliage of the cvergreen trees.
The tradition that a Scotch piper was drowned in this pond while attempt:
ing to take a bucket of water, and that his body, owing to the depth of the
pond, had never been recovered, has beer. familiar to cvary Windsonian
school boy. Mr Herbin in this poem gives promisc of talent that may yet
mark him as ¢he bard of Avon. .

Newspapet men in Germany ' s to be very careful about punctuation.
The Hafer Tuagellalt a short time ago said that a decoration had been con-
ferred upon Count von Holstein. By an oversight an exclamation point
instead of a perivd appeared at the end of the sentence, and for this the
authorities seized the whole issue, and iustituted a suit against the eduor for
atrocious libel.

Lord Salisbury is one of the holdest men of his age ; he has undertaken
to covrce Irishmen to do that which Englishmen could not do were they
placed in a similar position. Through coercion the Irish peasants may be
driven from the land, but they cannot be made to pay exorbitant ronts for
potato patches.  Laws must be bad indeed when they require special
cnactments to have them enforced.

—

The United States have by law declared that no foreigner, be his calling
professional, mechanical or otherwise, is now allowed to enter the Republic
if, before entering it, he has contracted to fill any post. ‘T'his is protection
carried to the extreme ; how it will work remains to be secen.  If, through
it, the pauper labor of Europe is prevented from competing with American
labor upon American soil, its promoters will be happy.

‘Fime was, and not so long since cither, when in our country districts
the entire family down to the baby turned out to church on Sunday. But
the youangsters are now gencrally left at home antil they are old enough to
know how to behave themselves during service.  Up in Lapland the baby
Lapps, well protected in their deer skin wrappings, are buried ‘n the dry
snow in *he churchyard, and allowed to sleep a peaceful sleep, while their
clders attend the services within the charch. Baby Tapps have the advan-
tage in this of lap babics.

We often hear surprise expressed at the number of aimless, apathetic
men that we daily come in contact with ; but, for our part, we are surprised
that there are not more of these ea.y going, vimless persons in the province,
Mea are Lut beys grown up, and if Loys aie allowed to idle away one half
of their time i cluldhoud, they will probably do the same when they come
to man's estate.  Men are creatures of habit, and if the boys are trained to
be studious, industrious, persevering and energetic they cannot make failures
as men. By ali means train the Loys.

The proyincial government could not have acted more wisely in its
choice of a memorial to mark the jubilee year of our beloved Sovereign
Iy changing the name of the Provincial and City Hospital to that of the
Victeria General Jospatal, and  through the legislative appropriation of
820,000 towards the crection of a new wing, the Nova Scotian Jubilee
Memenal will be one worthy of a layal people. Mr  Fielding and his
associates deserve credit for having et the public demand for increased
accommodation with such promptness and liberaiity.

The death of Capl. James B. Lads deprives the world of one of the
greatest engineers of modern timee,  Elis name will be identified in history
with three great undertakings, two of tham succes-fully carried out in the
face of great discouragements and scientilic predictions of their failure—
the Dbridge across the Mississippi and St. Louis, and the jeuies at the
mowth of that stream, which have wade New Orleans accessible {or deep-
draught ccean steymers.  The third scheme, the daring project for a ship
rarlway across the isthmus of T'ehuantepee, making Mexico literally what
Humboldt predicted it would become, * the bndge of the commerce of
the world,” is as yet unexccuted. Stupendous as it is, it has been pro-
nounced entirely feasible by many other eminent engincering authorities,
who belicved it to be the only practicable solution for surmounting the
barrier between the two oceans.  Capt  Eads has left the details for this
work so perfected that it is said to be casy to carry them out.

During u.c jubilee year building operations in Halifax will be very
active. Among the improvements pronosed, or now under way, arc the
new wing to the Victoria General Hospital, Dalhousie College, the City
Hall, and probably the Church of Lngland Institute. A new Church of
England Cathedral is also projected. With respect to ihe latter an inge-
nivus scheme for raising money is now in active operation in the city
churches, and on all sides ladies are declaring thenselves as D, F or G, as
the casc may be. A church dignitary st- led A contributes ten cents towards
the cathedral fund, and secuies a hike contribution from four other persons,
who aze styled B.  These four B's cach secute a similar subscription, and
so on until the letter I is reached. Each I, not having to solicit further
subscripidons, contributing twenty five instead of ten cents towards the fund,
If the $18.568 50 are raised in this manner, subscnptions will be obtained
frum 97,351 pusons.  Fortunately the promoters »f the scheme limited the
progression to the letter I Had they gone on to Z they might have bought
all the cathedrals catant, had them taken down aud rebwilt in Hahfax, and
stist have retained a sufiicient surplus 10 endow them handsomely, that is,
provided they had raised the money.  After thus, the story of the man who
paid for the shucing of hus horse at the rate of one cent for the first nail,
and so on by arithmetcal progresston until the thirty-second nail was paid
for, will be thrown into the shade by the new cathedral progression fund.



