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‘T'o Cornrspoxpryts,—Letters addrossed to
cilher the Editor or Publisher, as well as
“ommunications intended for publication,
must, invariably,be pre-paid. Correspon
Gents will also bear in mind that one end
ol the cenvelope should be left open, and
at the corner tho words ** Printer’s copy ™’
vrilten and a Lwo or five cent stamp (ac-
cording to the weight of the communica.
tion) pliced thereon will pay tho postage

= Lasur. J. B, Vistse, of Vietoriy, is
our authorised Agent for Vancouver Islund,
British Columbia. As is also Caplain I, V,
Eoioxps for Now Westminster andadjicont
country.

# Major General A.Gorloff.military aftache
to the Kussian embasgy to Englind, makes
public the following: communication, which
ho bas received from his Government : ** fiis
Impaiial Hlighness the Grand DukeNicholas
Nicholwievitch, Inspector General of Rusian
Cavalry, recogunizing the incompleteness of
any existin treatise on cavalry history, and
considering that so important a service
merits the closest study, has determined
with the sanction of his Imperial Majesty
the Iimperor of Russia, to offer three prizes
of 5.000, 3 000, snd 2,000 respectively, for
thio three best essays on the above sulyect.
In order to encourage internationel scienti-
fiointercourse, his Imperial Highness has
decided to: throw the Russian competition
open to all foreign armics ; but non Rus:
siun compotitors will have their productions
translated into that language. Al come
peling essays must be handed in at S,
Petersburg on or before the 1st (13th) of
January, 1877, when they will be carefuily
exawined by a committee nominated by his
Imperial Uighness, and the prizes -ad:
judged.” The instructions sccompnnying
the ubove are too lengthy to be produced,
Lut I shall be most happy to impart them
to any intending competitor who will put
himseif tn comnmunication with me, -1 feel,
huwever,bound to indicate that tho essay n'
question wiil hiave to beof tho “"completest’”
cuaracter ;ugomg back to the carhiest times,
gradually descending to our own duy. and
cluborafely reviewing the présent employ-
ment of mounted troops:iu all the fuuciuons
of war.”

Y'ho foregoing parageaph from =2 contcm-
posary. will. doubtiess produce a clear and
comprehensive history of cavalry, as well as
throw some light on-its uso in ancient and

I

modern warfare. It is doubtless, owing to
the vory contradictory opinions held by
strategists and taoticians on the valuo of
mouuted troops in modern warfaro that wo
aro indobted to this effort of the Russin
Grand Duko to clear up tho doubts which
seem to cloud the reason of militmy men
on tho most important subject connected
with military organizition,

Tho opinious of military cuthoritics ap-
pear to be as followa : “‘That cavalry is stitl
a necessary arm of all military organizations,

and its efficiency as woll as uses havo not:

been impaired by modern tactics or arms,

% That it is no longor useful in line of
battle but necessary as the eyes of an army,
and for outpost duty,

¢ That it is wholly unnecessary and that
its whole duties could bo botter discharged
by mounted infantry.”

Thio first aud second divisions are chavacter-
istic of two pavtiesin theGerman or Prussian
sorvico.'Fhe first is held by thoso oflicers who
have had tho largest exporionce of cavalry
tactics in the field and who are of opinion
that the practical experience acguired in
tho war of 1870 was by no means adverso to
their views. ‘Thesecond opinion is held by
most of the Infantry leaders, by a good
many theorists and by some English ofticers,
while the lattor is supposed to be decided
by the event of the great internccine strug:
gle between the Northern aud Southern
States in1861-650n this continent. Whatever
the result of the Russian Grand Duke's n-
vosugation may be, it 13 safe to say that 1t
will not be in favor of mounted infantry—tike
solo example of the employment of such a
force is 8o exceptional in its naturo that it
could in no case establish a genernl rule
nor has it illustinted any general law. The
“Mounted Infantry® of tho United States
were only called into existence during the
Iast yeur of the strugglo when the cavalry
of the Confederate States (itself nevor
thoroughly disciplined) had ceased toexist
by the waste of war and could not be 1e-
crudted.

The mounted infantry or irregular horso
did good service during tho last campaign
in the operations before lichmond, there is
no manncr of doubt, but that it could have
effentually done anything in o less wooded
region there are very grave doubts int
deed. .

‘Taughs only to fight on toot, and that in
mere Indian style,if brought within the blows
of a regular traived cavalry and compelled
to ratire of what advantoge could. their
horses boto them, for it.must bo conceded
that the animals should be out.of the range
of fire—in this case it should be at least 800

ydsin the rear—pressed back over that. dis.

tance by & trained foe what possibility would
theie bo tliat a man of them would evor
rench tho horges, and if they did, it is caaily
to concervo what would nappen.

Now, the historian of the;.civil war has
sLosn that something liko what we have at*

templad to describolins happenod more than
onco or twice, in a olosely wooded couniry
too, but what in an open,such as most Lu-
ropoan contests aro decided on.  Whileall
duo oredit must be given to tho great sol
diera that led the United Stales armies to
victory, for all the qualities that make good
generals thore is none s0 conspicuous as
that readiness of resource characteristio of
real genius that enabled them to provide

xtempore means to meet:all possible con-
tingoncios of an excoptional character, and
the organization of ntounted infantry was
ono of those happy inspirations of gentus
for shich time,conditions, and place afforded
opporlunities. If somo enterprising soldier
will give the world as complete a history,
ancient and modern, of infantry, as the Rus*
sian Grand Duke proposecs of cuvalry,he will
bo doing a great work for tho coming raco of
military students,

| ——————— .

Tus following article is taken from the
United States Army and Navy Journal of
28th November, It rofers.to the forpedo es*
pecially manufactured for the British Gov
e\’n‘mont, and is a valuable_addition to the
koowlodge already current obwhat is 8u,-
posed to be the most valuablg aud effective
weapon of offence or dafenco.. ‘

% The Bureau of Crdnanco "lms receiv ..l
through Rear-Admical Case, command..g
U.S. naval force or. European station, finm
the U.S, steamer Jhnigla, Captain D L.
Braine, the repor! of a number of officurs
who witnessed tht, trial of the Whitui.ad
torpedo, from which the following ac-suat
is compiled.

** The torpedo is segar shape and ow.l.
of one-eighth inch steel, ninetecn feg: tong,
tho greatest diametor being fiitcen inches.
It is fitted with a six~bladed gerew, expend:
ing pitch ten inches in diawmeter, and pro-
pellod by engines driven by compressed air.
It bas four Trianglo pieces runiiing abous
three-fifghs of its length, which are used. for
rosting the torpedo in launching.  The in-
ternal parts were not permitted to be sean,
It is very sharp forwaxd, and it is exploded
by striking an object with its sharp spur,.or
by three triggars which are plicéil one above
und one on each s'de of the spur, commg in
contact with thedide.or bottom of a ship.

¢ By simple in'erndil machinery it can'bas
made to explode after having run a givén
timo,or can be made to sink after:its motive
power is exhkausted. The operation of pre:
paring the torpaco appears rapid and.sim
ple. The torpede i3 placad ir.an ifon pipe,
susponded on the surigge of tho:waterwith
a tacklo at onch end, and. is, hiold there. by
two bolts, while the sir is pumpediin-from
the stern. At the poiut or,bow,a.small-ps-
tol ig attached, which'is fired by concdssivn,
The chainber will ¢ohitain sixly six pounds
of powder. The torpedo has ng steering
apparatus, and can congeguehtly travel only
in the divection as given 1t'by the * direct-
ing ship” at starting ;-but. when' orige ‘dis-
charged from this tube-theré is'no deviatioh,
Cie after-part is fitted awith o thresiinch gas
pipe, which communicates withl.the -dir
chamber of the torpedo; and. receives tlie
compressed-air from tha ‘resorvoir.on ‘o
dock. The connectiong being made, no more
was allowed to be scon.  ‘The charging be*
‘ing completed it was arranged..to run the
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