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THE CADET CORPS.

The great problent of coonomical and tho
vough colonial defence wluch has hitherto
given so much trouble {o Provincial states-
men, must, we believe, sooner or later,find
its solution 1 the intreduction of military
training into the recognized educational
institutions of the country. The advantages
of asystem of military exercises earried ont
mn every section of the Duminion, woulid he
attended with numerous advantages, not
only to the country at large, but to the
youth of the land, and would evidently pro-
duce a militin force, which for cheapness
and efficency could not possibly be egual
led. Every hour devoted to the purposes
of military training, throws upon the coun.
try a non working and non prodneing elase
of men which must be supported by the
productive labor of the balance of the pop-
ulation, In the old settled and densely
populated countries of Europe the burden
of ymaintaming trained bodies of men for
the purposes of war has been for years o
continual subjeet of complint, and in a
newly settled land like Canada, where lahor
is always in request, and where workmen
can command high remuneration, the ex
pense for military organization becomes
doubly oppressive. That a large, well dis-
ciplined body of men must alwaye be held
in readiness by the people of Canada,is what
is universally admittad by our people, with
the exception of the few Utopian dreamers,
who look for & perpetual peace, and the still
fewer craven disloyalists who believe in the
ultimate absorption of these colonies by the
American Republic. IHaving acknowledged
the necessity which exist for the mainte-
nance of u military force in the Provinces,
there is nothing left for us to do but tosub.
mit to the requiremenss of the time, and to
organize on the most economical system,
our defensive forces always bearing in mind
that in military matters no real cconomy
can exist without efticiency. The first point
aimed at should be 1o secure the services of
the population at that period when they
are of least value for other work, if they
can then properly receive the education of
the soldier.  Tor this we naturally turn to
the period of childhood as under all circum-
stance the youthful portion of the popnla.
tion must bhe maintained by the adult.
Their time is then worth almost nothing,
except where it is applied to receiving edu-
cation. Thanks to the glorious educational
establishments winch the Government has
spread like a network over every section of
the land, there nead helittle extra expense
in keeping the juvenile population of the
eountry together for diill; for according to
the report of the Superinlendent of Educa-
tion, last year over ninety per cent of the
vouth of Western Canada was in attendance
at some one or other of the cducational in-
stitutions.  The teachers of our public
schools are very many of them cdueated at
the publie sclionls for the position of instrue-

"tor, and of late every facility has been af-
forded them: to fit themsolves for imparting
;miliuu'y instruction to their scholars, nnd
many areavailing themselves of the advan.
tages thus opened to them. In this point
'what has hitherto been considered to a very
great extent optional, might without any
great hardship, be compulsory with young
men seeking employment as school teach-
ers, From this it is plain that with very
httle additional expense to that now incur-
"red"far the support of the common schools,
'means could be provided to gvie almost the
“whole growing population of the country a
'knowladge of the duties required of a sol-
"dier That this would be the cheapest, if
efficient, way of training our poplation to
iarms, no one can dispule, and its efliciency
xc:\n be shown to be fully equal to its econo-
my. Youthis beyond doubt the best sea-
son for education of every kind. The juve-
nile mind unformed and ready to reccive
almost any new idea, is more easily impres-
sed than in after life, while the schoolmaster
can exert an authority and enforce an
amount of attention from his scholars,which
the drill sergeant often finds great difficulty
in exalting from grown up volunteers.
Another great difficulty with which the
present volunteer force has to contend, is
securing the steady attendance of mem-
bers at drill for half the value of military
cducation is its being steadily imparted for
some continuous length of time. Iere the
value of imparting such knowledge at
echool becomes apparent, for there month
after month the master has the opportunity
of giving daily mnstruction to the same scho-
lars. The great duty which a soldier has to
learn is implicit obedience, and no better
place to impress this on the mind of the
recruit, than in the schoolroom. The train-
ingis of such a simple nature ‘hat it can be
imparted easily to anyintelligent schoolboy.
The cheapness and efficiency of the system
is then, we think, proved beyond ques-
tion,and cxamination will show that the ad-
vaniages acruing to the boys in receiving
this training, are fully equal to those re-~
ceived by the conntry which pays for im-
partingit. By frequent and continued mili
tary drill habits of steadiness, exactness
and obedience are engendered, which can
not fuil to prove of the greatest servicafo
the boys in after life, and a familiarity with
fircarms and a knowledge of their properties
bestowed upon them, which we believe
would materially lesson the number of acci-
dents which now occur from their being
handled by ignorant or carvcless persons.
But the main benefit which both the coun-
wry and the pupils would derive from such
training would be the improved physique it
would producs throughout the country.
For some time past it has been conceded
that mental cducation for youth is only
giving him half the armor to fight the bat-
tle of life with and that such physical train-
ing should anlso be given as will as faras

possible give that healthy constitution and

physique, without which the body wears out
under the working of the bLrain. To pro.
mote this physical training has long been
a favorte project among the educational
leaders of the world, the ablest among
whom sirenuously object to eramming the
brain and leaving the body to take care of

<itself, but who advoeate the simultancous

education of the two, Pure air and plenty
of exercise are just ag necessary for the pro
duction of an intelligent population as the
instruction of the schoolmaster. In Eng
lan@ the encouragement given to Loys tv
indulge heartily in athletic games of every
kind, has most materially conduced to the
development of that physique for which
Englishimen aveso justly celebrated, and the
¢durance and dogged resistance that has
defied defeat in every portion of the world,
has to a great extent been learnt in the
play gronnd of the public school. The
wisdom and necessity for encouraging a
taste among schoolboys for active out door
sports, has induced many of the teachers in
this country to erect gymnasiums in connee
tion with the schools they superintend.
These places, however, form but a smali
proportion of the sohools of the country,
and are principally in the large towns, or at
most, in thickly settled places, but do not
affect those country settlements in which
the bulk of our population resides, and in
which the great portion of our common
schools are situated. To supply gymmna
siums for the public schools throughout the
whole country, is more than could be ex-
pected from the Government, but we are
sure they would find it highly advantageous
to the Provinces to provide every school
with the appliances for imparting military
instruction to their scholars. Of the apti
tude of the Canadian boys to receive such
instruction, no one can have any doubt whe

has seen any of the Cadct corps which have
been for any time in existence, We have
no hesitation in saying that those we have
seen have as good a knowledge of their
work as slmost any Volunteer corps in the
country, and the scores made by themat
three hundred yard ranges, after compara
tively short practice, not one bit inferiorto
those of older members of the force. These
boys, trained in_youth, will never forget
what they have icarnt, and to them three
days drill at at any future period of life, will
Ve of more benefit than tha same number of
weeks to a man entfering the force as araw
recruit.  The success which has hitherto
attended the establishmeut of the Cadet
corps. ‘The aptitude of the scholars and
their fondness for the work, the physicsl
advantages they derive from it, and the
small cost it would entail on the countrs,
makes us hope that the Cadet corps wll
before long become a national institutions
and bo regarded as the main training
ground for our army of defense.—Cox.

Cognr Martiat.—A Court Martial wy
held here lately, upon six men of the I
Batt. Riflo Brigade, for stealing wine fron

the officers mess. The singularity of the
trinl, consists in the whole six heing trid
in the lump' and not seperately as1s the
general custom.



