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JHE VOLUNTEER REVIEW.

RIDING DRILL IN THE PRUSSIAN CA-
VALRY.

{From the Rovue Militaire de L'Etranger.})

I Prussin the regulution for riding drill
is divided into three parte, which may be
distinguishid Ly the following names—
Elementary instrgption, secondvyy instruc-
tion, nd agvanced instruction,  The first
pory af thig reguldtion /is itdhded fpr the
wstruationvof thdde wen wthd/utb;ony en-
listed for threo yenvs. 7 e. those of The first
cinss, .

Tho second pert includes, in addition to
the first part, supplementary lpssdns, whose
object is to develope the instruction of
those non‘commissioned oflicers and men
who are intended to drill the recruits
and trsin tho younyg horses  Those non-
commissioned officers und en constitute
the second class.

‘The third part, or instructlion of the third
class, includes the leuvsons which nre given
in the schoolsof equitation. This third part
of the regulation, which comprises all the
difficulties of the menaye. &o., i3 only taught
to the officers who are going through a re-
gular coursa of instruction in tho riding
schools. anq to.those non commissionod offi:
oers who havo been sent to t)jose schools,
and who areintended to o throuyh a year’s
lurplemenmry coutsn, Owing to the diffi-
culties attending the -leaspns of .this tlurd
pact, they are never-(o form .patt of the
regimental instruction.

‘The instructions contamed in this regula-
tion are thoroughly in accosdante with the
military organizdion -of Germuny, and at
the same time fullil the necessary conditions
for insuring upiformity of iustruction in
every cavalry regiment. The cavalry, in
reality, hiss not only to superintend the in-
struction ot its men, -but it has also to trawn
its horses.

Now, amongst the men, some only 1emain
three years with the colours, whilst others
engage to remain afterthrea years of service
are finished ; these are -** the capitularies.”

From this Jatter category, a great part of
the instructors, and-of the men wtended to
txain the young horses, is furnished. The
instruoction must, therefore, bo carried to a
certain-dogree ot perfection, whilss thut of
those men whoouly remn their thyee years
18 limited to all that isabsolutely necessary
to form soldiers, #ho are skilled in the man
agement of their norses and 1a-the uyo o.
their armg, either in percs or in war,

The former are taught by the oflicers, the
latter by the non commissioned officars
of the squadron under the direction of their
officers, 1t may not be-amiss to menti n
hers, that in Germauy- there 18 10 such
thing a3 a nding master 1o a cavalry
regiment ; the.absence of this oflicer 1 tho
compositian of the cadres of the German
Army 1s the evidant result ot thisjprinciple.
that esch mok shoald, be thoroughly able
to porform those duties whigh are incum-~
bant upon his position ; and 1t appowrs dif-
fioult thus we should refuse to ndmat tlus
fact; fortu an army powerfuily constiiuted, is
there any doubt bus that the duty which
i1t 15 most unperious that every rank; no
rtter wbut his position in.the mutary
hterarchy may b:&-hould wr{l
1w wstructingand moulding the instrument

which ho mustknow; that.-he. .will. bave to,
] 8ix metres of interval bouecn them.
hfe? Thoe expertence.of tho results which!

turn to account 1o every- phase of muly

have besn obtained, not only in Prussia but

aito 1n Austua, in all--that. copcerns tho
lastruction of the cavalry isoldier and: the

truning of the horges by. .the .indizidusl
squadron officers, with a length of service
reduced toaxminimum, proves in the most

out, consisis;

ovident manner that tho applicntion of the |
principlo which we have sot forth succewds
perfectly when put in practice. Vo will
add, that without spenking of tho influenca
which it exerts upon tho pawerful constitu -
tion of the squadrons, it contributea to form
an homogeneous corps of oflicers ie., nll
thoroughly instruoted,, vigorous, nml notjve,
the first congdition cssential -for overy gbod
mounted dorps. . ‘ T

As has been nlrendy remarlted, vy the |
Prussinn cavalry it is the non‘commissioned
officers who, under the dircction of. the.
oflicers, instruct the mwen of the first.cluiis,
We are alio aware that these instr.ctors,
who- constitute the second claus receive
themselves from their officers the thnoreti
cal and practical instruction necessury for
teaching the recruits and tinmmg the
liorses. Generally this secomd class works
under the orders ofthe officers whio ato best
instructed ; this work includes, besnles the
lessons of the first part, ull of those which
are comprised in the sccond purt of the re
gulution, and which concert morw  prirti
culatly the training of tho himees.  The ohy
ject of this work, which iy curried on by
means of the old horses, is not auly to pa-
paro all the men who form part of the
second class to train the young horses,which
have to commence their educition in the
month of Uctober each jyear, methodi-.
cally, but it is intended, liesnles, as we
shall see further on, to freshen up the old
horses who, at the end of the general man:
®uvres, require suppletucniary stiue
tion.

Instruction of the First Cluss —According
to the instructions for riding dull, it onder
that a trooper of the first clars tmay bie con
sidered a3 an effective unit in  the working
togethier of the squadron, 1t s not sutht ient
that be should have gone thiough all the
movemoents comprised in the first purt of
the regulations, but he must Le able as well
to execute them correctly, nud with confi
denco and ease. Tho cunseyuence is that
the individual instruction which the recruit
receives on horseback is nut limited to
those exercises which he Las 10 go thiough
from bis arrival in the corps up to that wo-.
ment when he takes his place for the first
ume in the sguadron, i.¢, from §the m nth
of Uctober up to the end of March of the
year following, The regulation crusidering
this first period, which lwts about six
months, as insufticient to form a ¢rmpleteldy
trained soldier it follows that the man goes
on with his individual instrucijon .ns sovy)
as the spring manwuvres, which lasts about
a months, are finished. lu these munw
uvres the men are taught to work Ly troops
and squadrons— consequently, duriug the
s1x months which precedo tucse manmuyvres
he 15 only to receive that clementary in
struction which i actually necessary to en-
able lnm to take his place iu the ranks of
the equadron. In thus lirst pestod of their
wstrustion the recruits are taught to dress
correctly, to change the Jucuiiun, changing
to either hand at all tluee puces, they ate
made to bend to tho iight or te the leht
to execute.turns or hall tuiny tov Jhe righi
or left at the malk, and at the teot, and on
therr own ground,  For chis, u sywad never
consiets of more than six tucn.  When thoy
are being taught to march o tho saume
alignment, they muast equally preserve the
i 1o
oblige them to make a cuustunt uso of the
different aids, they ste uften mado to close
ap, and- then open cat agnin to their sit
Amcires, 10 sLop, {0:-trot out, to stop short ,
eapecial attention is pajd that in all theao
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working. ‘T'his firat instiuction commences
on the rug or blanket with double bridoon,
thon with the saddle, with or without stir
rups and double brideon, and finally with
snddlo and bridle.

During this first period, the men aro
taught to clear obstucles, by ones and twos,
apptbaclipg tho ditch or burrigk st A hpn
.gallop, &tfd Buaily thoy-~gr glft 10 use
‘their Wrhs on lnonebiﬂr i

Witlyregnid to tha ugd gf{tByir wedpons,
the regulation concerning riding drill con
tuins only a few obaservations, confined to
pointig ou%' ©/the trooper the simplest
Ayt of npplylal 68 horsoback what he b
Jenrnt in thisvespect-on -foot. .

The prineiples of riding which are taught,
are based on that method, the object of
Livlich 13 to maintain the equilibrinm of the
horse, 2 method which may be indeed Jif
cult to apply in aregiment, but which i
undoubtedly the most rational, for the horse
in equilibrium ot onlyworks with. supple:
ness nnd lightness, but ho js much less ens
ily exhausted, owing to the fact that the
work done by all hiz.organs of locomotion s
regulns and oqually disitibuted. We kuow,
in fact, that with the horse ns with all aw
mals founed for rapid- mavement; the cantre
of grawity will bo fuund nearer to the fore
thun to the hind quarters; consequently,
when thero is no one on the horses back,
the front limbs support almost tho whole
waiglit, whilst tho hind limba aré culy used
ton great extent to propel the body ; in
this case, tho horse himself assumes those
uttributes which e finds' most cohvenient
when wishing to sut himself inmotion ; but
when the nnunal is mounted, ‘tlie conditions
ot cquilibsium nocegsarily change; the
weight which the front limbs support is
lisblo fo bo much gredter; itis the wman
then, who by his position ori'the horse, and
by the judicious use of means, has to make
tho horso nssume the .necessary -attiludes
for ra-establishing the equilibrium which

reparing his

has been destroyed, and for
movements. 1t is upon {Lis latter cbject
thut all the piinciples coutained inths
Prussian regulutiops gn military: pauitation
are brought to bear, and which may be
summet ub a. follows . Every part of the
horse must be supplied iti ofder that the
forehand may be strengihened, and that
the movewent of tha front limbs may be
freer, every endeavour must be made 0
bring the hindquarters well under the body
in order that the'hind lifibs ‘muy be made
to support n part of tiie wéight which,
wheu tho horge jslelt to himself, would be
thropn too much oy the fropt limbs.
nyone who hias seen’ or who has ridden
German cavalry horses ha¥ been able to
satisfy himself 230 the deg¥es of supple
nese which has been imparted to thoss,
Eomes, whose docility is gp .great, that il
as been sometimes congidered, thongh
wrongly so in dur opiniob, #4 belonging
pasticularly to the tractability inherent 'o
the race of German hérses,
. Wo believa thas if l&he Germans succesd
in muking their cavplry spldiers sufficiently
skilful to’bring the training of their troop
horses to such a high degree of perfection,
:ﬁlla.wsulz z;uu baaz‘nttﬁbnbed'to the !beo;'?'
 instructjon, upd, to the equestrian ski
WblC%slhO grea{ mass of ;qg‘?;, cavaley of
cers possess, If1s also due’ ta the minute
paifis that éach oné takés €6 accdiiplish bir
particnlar’ taak, tothe donstant wotk, inflax
ible but pt the same timo well mahaged, ©
which mon and bgrses, recrpits snd ol
soldlets, young and old horses aré subjected
itis due abovo all things fo thi respors
bility whiclh lies on: the Qireot chisf of 8

movements the horses_are kopt well toge-
thor, and on thet hand on which they aro

corps, and Lo the freedom sybicly is allowed



