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the book of Mormon was said to be translated contain-
ing “a record of the children of Joseuh and of u
&mupln who lived at a period hefore the days of
Joseph.”  The plates were placed in a kind of stune
bux, the edyes of the stone being fastenened together
with cement and what is very remarkable is that the
stone on the top forming a kind of lid to the box wag
visible alove the ground. The angel before named
made four visits to Smith the same morning, the last
one just after he had gone to his work.  This was on
Sept. 22nd 1823, .

The command given by the angel was that Smith
must go at onee and take possession of the plates, and
remove them from the place where they had been
resting for o many centuries,  There seems to have
heen considerable reluctance on the })nrt. of the
prophet to go and possess himeelf of this treasure,
ginee the angel had to return go many times to induce
him to do o, And when at last he did go, his
thoughts, he tells us himself, were not of the heavenly
vivion that he had seen, nor of the revelation that
was to revolutionize all the religions on earth, hut of
the amount of wealth he could amass by the posses-
sion of 2o much gold,

He at length arrived at the memorable hill, and
began to  tear apart  the masonry  work of the
mysterions stone hox, thoughts of the pecuniary value
of o mueh earthly treasure still running through his
wind.  As attempting to take actual possession of the
dates, his whole system received o shoek from soe
invisible power, another attempt was made, followed
by a second <hock, more violent than the first. Then
dreams of witcheratt, sorcery, and enchantinent took
possescion ot hiz soul, and fitled him with great alarm.
A third attempt wax made with no better result.
then in a halt franticangey tone he eried out audibly.
“ Why cannot b obtain this hook 2% How he came to
call 2 number of plates of gold, a book ix not
explamned, but Namporte. A voice fmmediately
replied * Beeanse you have not kept the command-
ments of Gad,” A~ Jooking around he beheld the
angel who had visited him on the previous oceasion,
and who now informed him of the reason of his
failure. .\ few minutes later he looked up and saw
the devil and an innumerable train of evil spirits pass
by, However, at length he suceceded in taking
possession of the plates despite the efforts of the devil
to prevent it On this last visit of the angel, he gave
the prophet a <ign by which he should know that the
Lord would fulfil Jua promise coneerning the record,
and this sign was, fnvadele dictu that he should be
perseented.  The angel also informed him that when
the people were prepared, he should he intrusted to
bring to light, more records, remaining sealed as yet,
and which contained the =ame Revelation as thint
made o 8t John on the Isle of Patimos. This
prophesy was certainly falsitied at Smith's death,

Having taken possession of the plates he started
for home with his treasure, but he had not gone far
hefore a couple of ruftians waylaid him and attempted
to rab hitn of his valuable price,  Oue of them struck
him with a club before he pereeived them, but being o
> strong man and Jarge in statuve ” he sueceeded waith
great exertion in eseaping from them. The robliers
pursued him but were unable to overtake him, so he
reached home in satety with the new Revelation,

Some very considerable difficulties present them-
selves at this point in the story which it will take o
Lirge amount of ingenuty to explain away.  **The
Vatee of Warning,” an indisputable anthority with the
Latter Day Sands, irforms us that the rutliang way-
laid Smith tor the eapress purpose of robhing him ot
the plates, and uot to procure any chanee booty that
they might catne aeross. Now the question arises,
how did these men hnow of the existence of such
phutes. the <eeret having been contided to Smith alone
by the angel 7 Anyhow, by whatever means they had
breame possessed of the intormation is it not passing
strange that they did not torestall Smith in taking the
plates out of the carth, o task e easy and attended
with less rish that highway roblery,  Aunother impor-
tant peint is this, We are wtormed that the plates
wete of goldl in sive seven inches by eight, aud
about the thickness of common tin, and that the whole
put together weasured in diameter from four to six

inches. Now two hundred plates of the thickneds of
common tin would measure five inches, nnd the
matter contained in the hook of Mormon, in English
would certainly fill that number.  But the old
Egyptinn characters, aaid to have been inscribed on
tho plates would, a3 every one aequainted with them
knows, occupy five times as much space as the Eng-
lish. The number, therefore, required would he at
least a thousand, which would measure in this case
two feet instead of from fourto sixinches.  In that case
the weight would be nearly a quarter of a ton—a
pretty heavy load for a man to carry, and to run so
fast with it on his back that two men intending to rob
him, and with nothing to carry fuiled to overtake him.
(Continued neat week.)

The Guilty Pastors.

REV. D. D. MCLEOD,

For the Revies,

In the interesting paper read by the Rev. Dr.
Gillespic on * The Pastor and Foreign Missions,” at the
conference of F. M. Boards in the Ui, 8, A. and Canada,
held in New York Jan. 11-13, 1898, reference is made
to the low condition of the funds for foreign missions
in the churches. This unaatisfactory condition of
affuirs is aseribed to the indifference of the pastors on
the subject of foreign missions. The pastors, we are
told, *are asleep in Zion.,” ‘The charge is made ina
kindly spirit but very distinetly. It is emphasized
in the discussion which followed. A motion was
carried to put the address, free of charge, into the
handz of the ministers of the churches there repre-
sented.  Now the pastors are no doubt conscious, that
they come =hort as other men in the dischavge of theiv
duties, and are willing to listen to any reasonable
accusation touching their negleet, with due consider-
ation.  But it may be permissible befure sentence iy
passed upon them, to say a word on their hehalf,
Should a convention similar to this be held on the
subject of Home Missiong, it is highly probable, that
the charge would be made by some enthusiast, that
the great lack of funds for Home Mission purposes
was due to the apathy of the pastors. The motion to
send a copy of the address pointing out this fact, to
every minister would be cordially adopted. It 13a
common thing to hear from the prohibition platforms,
that the renson we cannot get prohibition at once, is
the luck of zeal on the part of the minister in the good
cause. Our people are also frequently informed by
the Plymouth Brethren, that the reason the people are
not converted in larger numbers is the carnal spirit of
the pastors.  Again, should there he in any year a
lack of candidates for the ministry, or tor the foreign
ficld, or should the funds of any of the Schemes of the
Church fall short, the lack of duty on the part of the
pastor is given as a sutlicient explanation.  Professors
and agents can congratulate themselves that they are
not in the number of the transgressors. ‘The blame
talls entirely upon the ministers. Now whether these
charges are true or not, it is manifest that they are
not fitted to exalt the pasturs in the estimation of
their people.  This fact should be born in mind, that
whatever funds there are available for foreign mis-
stong, or for other Christian ohjects, are the outcome of
the pastors work, and it i3 posaible that even the fire
that burned so brightly in the convention, had been
kindled by the despised pastors.  The outcome of the
ministers work in the way of money may seem small
to members of the convention.  But though it be so,
we are told, that we are not to ** despise the day of
small things.” But this “despising of the day of
amall things™ i3 the common sin of conventions,
Sume ten are ot content i God gives them only o
small thing to do. Instead of doing that small thing
well, they prefer to hurasa the church with exhorta-
Aons to imaginary greater things which are quite out
of reach.  The ouly way to get great things done 4 to
do the small things az well as wecan. One generation
can only contribute#t= own share to the evangelization
of the world, Tt is enough it it does its own share.
Again, it should be bornin mind that it is the duty of
a pastor to be as Joyal to one Scheme of the Church as
to another.  Many pastors think, that in our Canadian
Church the call ot the Master is for more men and



