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THE STORV 0F A POOR SOHOLAR.
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Itwas a brighit, stinny niorniing Everything

hrcatlîed af sprinIr, and even oi the corniing suiniiier.
The great fatal kitchen %-as ilooded with sunshine, and
strewn wîth freshily gatliered llowers and green branches

-wîsand %tîri)% reulaining over fromi the hounteous
heaps out oi n hdi illing hands had hecn nîaking
vreatlî., and gatrland... W'cnzcl, who, liai ;lept littie,

and ivhot%e toulet, perfornied with his left band, %vas
nucessarily ain afrair of finie, carne slowly in, with a
tve.,r)-, listless air. lie sat clown on the oak settle near
the lire, and looked about Iiiii in surprise. No one else
wvas ii file roorn.

Pr.eîî>.lowcver, r.îîhcr Frit? came iii. XVenzel
tîrigiîtened a little at the sight of lus friend.

- God save you, fathier,' lie said. l' 'lis goad of
y-ou to corne.«

I tliugit every one %'.ouIt be ont to day, and )-ou
xiîglît be Ionely, %aid the old nian, seating Iiimisel<, and
placîng lits -statj beside flin. Since the ni-ght of tie ire
L.e laad nutl heen so strii:ig as hefore.

1 last hiad food, boy ? - lie asked.
Ohi %es ; thcy brotuglit il tai mie cre 1 rose. They

are gond tai nie-very." li e sighied a littie, tiien glanced
at the ft'stave.loiokitîg litter, and asked, wiîiî sortie show
oi interest. IlBut where is every one ? and what docs
ail ihis mni ? Is it a feasî day in these parts ?

Il Its indeed a day tif joy and gladness, and of
giving îlîanks ta Gjodl,» . the answer. '"Tlhey are
bu'.y .adorning the village %% itii green branches and with
flli vet., and inaking .urdit:% of triumiph alang the road.
Also, alîcy have gaîli>rd lheaps of ilowers, for wrcaîlusz,
and perch.unLe for strenfing in the way

- ult what. iti ail about ?"i asked liVenzel. 'l \hat
as the cause of rtjoit-ing? "

-(ood cause, God be tianked. The 1-lector is coming
homte."

IThe Elector ?" Wenzel repeated, witli a puzzled
look Ilut Il--- knew, of course, that tis wvaq the title
the Saxons gave their sovereign, so lie linarded aigues,;
-I have licard it said the Elector wvas away fighting.
las lie gained al great, %ictory taken some towns;, per-

h;apl;, or a new, province, that lie is coming home in such
joy and triuimph ?

"Nay, m) boy." said the old man, with a look of
emotion. If Ile ývhomn they are welcorning home so,
îoyfully has tiot won a great victory ; he bl suftered a
sore Jefert. lie bas taken no cities or provinces ,lie
lias lûst ail, or ainuast. ail, lie liad, and lins bcen for nigli
uip to six years a c.iptie in the bands ofais enemnies i

- l'ien, * aïd \Venel, still more mistified, Iltitis
as the triumphi of tbe vanquishied ?

-ju.st :o ii boy ,the triuimphi oi the vanquisned
-Stili 1 don't iunderstand. Your 1-lector is called

fluke Maurice, il, hie not ? And 1 have heard Farmer
Speyer say the Elector Maurice is a great soldier, and
gains Victortes."*

-Now, indeed, it is 1 ivho arn to blamne," Father
Fritz retturaicd pcaiiîeitly. I I-on' couildst thou under-
stand nie, w-len 1 du ziot gi'. the honoirable Princes
their proper tilles ? Thou, taa, Master W\enzel, when
îliou art as oId as 1, w.ill talk af things as thcy have
been, n as thev are. 1 lîad îîo riglît ta caîl Dukejlin
Frcderick the Electur, siîîce the electorate bas been
taken front 1dmi and given to luis cou.sin, Duke Maurice,
tlie I lctar that itLw I.

-Tlien it ks the Prince whac lias lost evcrything îlîat
conte, hnte nowe W'lere kq bis hontie e"

ilî li.hae lefi. liiai the town af Gotha, and a, little
disitict armiund il. lluere the Eîectress Syhilla-ilie

1ule.. ..hiîtld caîl lier- ivves, '.'itl lier household
aud lier little court.-

1 Gotha is siot vetv far (r' 'ii this;. Are we, then, in
thaI dis.trict e ?

"No , tholngli I% uald we wt e '\\'e are in the
mi r.tnt di, iloh>, ti. ue sa). jonnas Speyer i..

agood min. ai;J a Land, liat lie nu'.er cared for tlie.
niatter-. îli.at i-, n1hv %%-i hiave îlot hcattd iliem talkced of
litre. Nor uc i priav ev.vry diy, as we do, fur our
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dear dispossessed lard, wivor ive lovo. And God, at
last, lias hleard aur prayers."

ilutt Ilow did your Dukie Johin Frcderick lose every-
tliîng e ' \Venzel asked. Il 1 suppose lii ta le-ani I
riglit-- ?-fle son ai the great Elector, Frederick the
liVise, î'.ha praîected Dr. Lutlher, and shiut him up iu
tlie WVartburg. 1I heard af flinti in I3olienlia."

li e ks his bratlier's soit. B3ut lieard yau notliing af
tile war lietween Kaiser Karl and the Protestant Princes,
.and of the sore defent af Mulilberg?" '

I do renieibcr, dinuly, thiaugs I hecard ai it in îîîy
chîildliood. I kîîow mtia we uf the Uit> were stispected af
favoring thc Protestant Prnices, anid wishiug ta have the
Electlor af Saxouuy for otîr king, instead of King rian.

ilNa Mlaine ta, you, if you did. But is iliat ail yau
kiow ?"'

If Ail. Siiîce 1 camne lîcre lias no ane spoke in mury
îiearing af Prince or Kaiser-save, iudecd, ta say, in a pass-
ing way, tliaî flic E1lector 'Maurice wis a great soldier, and
ta gruîîîble aiow aud then at flic taxes."

Th'ien 1 will tell Ilice,'' saîd Fatlier Fritz, settliuig liui-
self to lits task wiithe1 enjo>aîient o ait n d mi wdio lias
a story ta teIl, aud a willing listencr ta lîear it. , Duke
Frederici, the Wise dîcd cilidless, aud lits brotlher, D uke
Johîi, succecded-aai tpriglit, God-fearing jin, trite anid
simple in ail lits doings. ' A straiglit line is the shartebt
way,' was lus favorite sayiîig."

il It is a truc one," said Weîîzel tic scliolar, who knew
lus Euclid.

"'Vli,,t D r. Luthier tauglit us of our Lord Jesus Christ
sank deelp, like living seed, 15110 thiat lioiiest aud good
hicart," Fatlier Fritz wcnt an. If Duke Joliau's lianid was
tue first ta sigîî tlic farîîous Protest oi Spires, and vite year
afterwards, the Conflessian ai Augslitrg. WVhiei it came ta,
signîng the Confecssion, IDr. Pliiilp ttiiiiclotia and otiiers
would have bidclen the Elector pause. Il was dangerous
tu lie a friend of tluc Gospel, war illiglit bie ilide uliou huai,
lie inia-haî lose lis dominionis. But our P'i mcc silciiced ail
renatustrance witliftle word, 'My cruwii is tiot so preciaus
to tit as the cross of Christ.'

- A noble word I"Weaîiel said, lis miournful cycs
liglutiîug tilt.

"And lie lîcld ta it,'' Father Fritz went on. Il Truc,
wlien the perdl drcw near, and the air n'as full ai threaten-
iugs, he lind lits liaur of sadness, perlîaps ai fear. But God
gave liiîî the vîctory. 1It was God,' saîd lie, ' wlo, nade
flic Elector-nue, wlio n'as iîaî wortlîy of t-I fling iiiyself
into 1-lis amis. LUt 1-lin- do witli nie as scnîeth good in
I-lis siglit. ' "

il'haî's a liard tluug ta say saîuictiinies," said IVcuzel,
with a sigli.

il Ay, iiiastcr ; but tiiose wlia say it huonor God, and
GaJ lionors theni. I)ukc Joi died in peace, leaving lus
crown-ais H-at and Eriiîie, as our phrase is-ta hîs son,
l)uke Jolin 1Frcderick."

I sec: God delivered liiii» front lits enernies, as Ile
did Dlaniel and D)avid, anJ the tlirec liebrcw )outils iu the
rire"i

l)ost mind, Master 'îilwhat those three Ilcbrews
said to the kinug? 'Our God wlîom we serve is able ta
deliver us, and Ile wull deliver Lis. But if aot-'
That «'if not,' mnescenicîli, n'as flot giveai tlîer ta learu
'tias tob liard a lesson, ba:lore Christ camne anJ showcd us
luow ta endure the cross, dc'.pising tric slie. But'tib the
Iliigher anc." 1Ne pauised, ais IF In tliouglit.

IPlease youi, failuer, go on witli tle stary," WVeuzel
said.

'' 1liat « if not ' is the stary. God, wlîo kncw whîat was
cauuiog on I lis Chiurch, look I )r. Luthter gently honte, just
before ilie war begani. It was callud tilt War of Smualkalde,
luecatuse it arase ont oi the Lxagmue sa nauîued, whicli we
Protestants uiade togetlîer for the defeaice ai aur liberties.
W'udi aur Electar was thlt Lanidgrave af 1less2, and sorte
ailier prinuces anJ Fre Cities. GoJ knaws wu did flot
waxît to figha. ; we ivere forced aita it. %V'hint chiance huad
ire agauîîst tlue grent 'ianpcror, with Spain anJ the Nc'.v
\Vorld lîeliîîd huit, aind liiumself tic ablcst genieral iii New
or Cid ?1 'e w, «re beateni -it \ulillberg, disastrouisly, and
the Electar wouîîded and niade lirisonecr."

.4î l'at was liard.'
If Kaiser Kari and lias brather Ferdiiiiiid, >nur King,

iaade a liarder îîy rcproaching Iliaî witii bitter words, wlhera
lae %'as led ilp to tli, a captive, an1 the field oi luattle.
Our Prnace îîîrucd away an silence, anJ as lue did sa a sud-


