
2 TFIE CA NA DIA N INDBPgNDRN il

fromn jurr te hÙlld a court bouse? The preacher's
audience are askcd te give liberal collections for
various objecta during the year. Would it flot inter-
fere slightly with the effcct cf the most brilliant effort
ever made at the bar if the oratcr had te close his
nddress by taking up a collection from the jurera on
behaif of tl'a Law Society or some other institution?
When we find a lawyer whose jury voluntarily attend
court, and wbo addresses themithrec times a weck
with a reasonable degree cf interest for ten or flfteen
years-who induces them te contribute towarda his
fées with a reasnable amount cf liberality-wbo gets
them te build and keep in repair a court bouse, and
who asks a special ccllection frotn themn at the close
cf ever>' court, then wc will admit that there is some
anilogy bctwccn the work cf thai lawycr and the
%York donc b>' man>' cf our ministers.

%Ve bave not alluded to thc fact that the preacher
bas often te address bis hearers on subjects that are
moat distasteful to tbem, while the lawyer is neyer
put te an>' such serions disadvantage. Nor have we
said anything about Uic fact Uiat the faitbful discharge
of pastoral dut>' and the administration of discipline
ottets put the preacher at a great disadvantage with
some ef bis bearers. Enough, bowever, has been said
te convince an>' reasenable man that the tallc wbicb
we occasionally hemr about superiorit>' of lawyers over
clergymen as public speakers is unmitigated rubbish.
Law is a noble profession, and some of Uic most brul.
liant statesmen and purcst patriots Uic venld ever
saw bave been lawycrs; and some of the best citizens
Canada ever saw bave been members cf the bat.

We have ne synspathy vith thse vulgar cry, about the
dishoncsty of lawyers, often raised by men who neyer
saw as inucis mone>' in their lives as many a lawycr
could make by betraying bis trust once. We have
juat as little sympathy, however, with thc thougbtless
ignoramus wbo goca away from, listcning te a flrst-
class special spread himsclf for hait an hour in good
style under thse stimulus of a bundred dollar fée, ask-
ing "why don't our ministers spcak like that?n AUl
lawyers are net "«specials.» There is oni>' one Blake
at thse Equit>' bar, and there is perhaps flot a commun
law lawyer ini Ontario who bas net bis peer in sorne
pulpit witlsus a mile cf him. As an effective speaker
Uic average Presbyterian niinister is bead and shoul.
ders aven thse average lawyer, and wec tannot Uiink of
a locality in Ontario ini wbicb there is flot a Prcsby-
terian mainister quite tihe equal, as a public speaker, if
if flot greatl>' Uhc superior cf Uic best cf bis legal
ncighbours. _________

GODIS UNFOLDINGS.

Sitting to-day ia Christ's school (for that la an ea.
sential idea cf His Churcs>, let me say a few words te
my fellow-scbelars TIse meek and tise teachable vil!
Hc guide in His va>'. There is room, for us ail in
tisat spot where Mary sat-at thse feet cf Jesus. And
Uic encouragement te us is: «Call unto me, and 1 will
answer Uiee and shew Uiee great ansd mighty thinga
whichsthon knowest net. Tbis does netimean evýry-
Uiing, even thougis our hcarts may ache te fine, out
maay mysteries. The " secret thinga belong unte
GodYl Over certain doons Uic inscription is affixed:
"No admittance hem"Y In beaven we rnay know
these thinga even as we anc known; but nov Uiey are
'wisely hidden from our eyca.

Yet our aIl-vise and loving God is constant>' un-
folding Himscif te His eartbly children. A!! scien-
tiflo discovery is Uic passage from Uic unknowis into
the kaown; every truth discovered is a fresh unfold-
ing of Uic Creatcr. Vcry slouX>', ver>' gradua!>' is
this progresa cffcctcd. Centuries passed avay belore
Galo found eut Uic rotation cf Uic earth, and New-
ton Uic law cf gravitation. Other gencrations must
roil b>' before man learned encugh about Ood'a laws
ef clectro-nsagnetism te fashion Uic ocean telegraph.
Vet these lava werc all in existence in thse days cf
Noahs and Abrabam; cal>' the>' had flot yet been un-
folded. I once spent a night on Mount Righi, and
there was nothing - isible for a rod frorn my wlndcw.
But wben Uic merning broke Uic icy crowns of Uic
Jungfrau and thse Scbreckborn began te glitter in Uic
car>' bearas. Tbey bad been there ailUi height,

tv.%iQing for the unfoldings of the dawn. Even so h4YO
ai God's laws of the material universe and ail Ilis
purposes of rcdeeming nicrcy tbrough jesus Christ
been in existence from the beginning. Thcy only
waited for the dayspring cf discovery. And one of
the most dclightful occupations cf a devout mind is tu
watch the unfoldings of God, and to drink in new
truths as Hie gradually reveals thcm.

The more closely 1 study my Blible, the more 1
detect a steady progress of divine doctrine, from the
flrst line cf Genesis te the closing grandeur cf thse
Anccalypse. That littie altar of turf on which Abel
laya bis làmb points onward tu Calvary. The whole
Jewish dispensation goes on stcp b>' step until the
Mcssiah cornes. Then 1 find four sections cf the
Bock which photograph thc life of Jesus tu nie, tach
one presenting sanie particiilar vicw cf niy Saviour's
face and feotsteps, and miracles and teachings. Cal-
vary and thc resurrection t.nly prepare the way for thc
descent cf the Holy Spirit Then cornes the visible
manifestation cf the Gospel, in thc conversion and
organization cf the Primitive Church. Petcr's tongue,
and Paul's brain, and John's heart, and Dorcas',
needle all get into motion. These ncw convcrts re-
quire spiritual instruction, and the wbole series of
inspircd epistles arc produced. The man or Uic min-
ister who asserts that the writings cf the four evan-
gelists ar U Bible enough for him," and Uiat Uic
epistles cf Paul are only excellent surpînsage, but
worthy of small attention, simply wrntes himself down
an ignoramnus. There is as veritable an unfolding cf
hcavcnly truth in thc cightb chapter te thc Romans as
in thc Sermon on thse Mount And when thc Iaws cf
our spiritual 111e have been unfolded in Uie inspircd
epistles cf Paul, John, Peter, and James, then the
magnificent panorama cf the Apocalypse is unrc.lled,
and wc get a gliropse cf Christ's final triumphs and
the glory of bis Celestial Kingdom. After John lays
down his pen, Histor>' takes up lhers, and cardes us
on Uircugh the 'iartyrdcms of saints, and thc coun-
cils, and Uic conflicts, and the Reformation period,
and Uic inauguration of modern missions te Uic
nations whe ait in darkness. At Uic foot cf every
page ase writes : "The carth is Uic Lord's and 'Uic
fuinesa thereof.

In no direction do we bchold more wondcrfül un-
foldings cf God than in what we call his Providence
This is a departmcnt of God's school in which wc arc
lcarning frcsh lessons ever>' day. In Providence,
divine wisdom is marricd tu divine love.' AU things
wcrk together fer good te themn who love God and
trust Him. The sceptic jeers at this; but Uic trusting
Christian ki'iw it from, actual experience. It ia otten
a dear-bcugbt experience, for some of God'a truths are
knockcd into us by hard blows, and somne lessons are
spdllcd out through cyca clcanscd with tears. Our
perverse mistakc is that wc demand that God shall ex-
plain himself at ever>' step, instead cf waiting for Hum
te unfold His intricate purposes at His own time and in
His own way. Wby A-is set up and gecdbrother
B- (Who seemns equally dcserving) is cast down;
why the cal>' little crib in one Christian home is
ensptied by death, and Uic nursery' in another home is
full cf happy voices; wby one good enterprise pros-
pers, and another one is wrckled-ail such perplcxing
puzzles shake terribl>' Uic faith that is net well-
groundcd on thse Rock

Te ail these pitable outcrica Uic calm answer cf
our Heavenl>' Father is - "Be still, and know that 1
anm Gcd.» I Icad Uic blind by a way that Uiey knev
not.Y What 1 do Uieu kncwest net now; but thou shalt
lcnow hercafter» These are Uic voices cf love which
corne to us from, bchind Uic cloud. If we wait
patientl>', Uiec doud will brtak away or part asunder,
and our eyes vill behold the rainbow cf mcrcy over-
arching Uic thronc. Twenty ycars ago 1 asccnded
Mount Washington -by the old bridle.path, on a day
cf thicir fog and stdrma. Over Uic slippery boulders
wc picked, our toilsomne va>', unable tu sec anything
but our surt-footed herse and oui guide. A sulky
compan>' were wc when wc reacb&l Uic «ITip-top
lieuse." But present>' a strong vind swcpt away
the banks of mist, and rcvealcd Uic magnificent land-
scape from, tbc mountain's base tu Uic great vide sea.

As the wonderful vision unfoldcd itaif ýqoaur de-
lightcd cyes, we could mark the pathway b>' whlch
we lad been led up tuthat mountcf discover>'. Ten-
fld more dclightlul was the outleok because we haît
gained it b>' snch bard toi! and it bad beta su long
hidden [rom our sight.

That day's experience vas a sermon te my seul.
~It tauglit me afresh just bow a belleven must beave
C od te order bis footsteps, and bow be must wait fer
God te unfold thse hidden purposes et his love.
Faitb's stairways are atcep and slippery. Thcy can
onl>' be climbed b>' a sure foot and a steady lîold oht
the Unseen Hand. In thse bard clamber, vo are eflen
thrown down on our knees. Ci>' as loudl>' as we na>'
in the driving miat for "'more light," we de net receive
any other answer Uiah this: «."Fear net I Only tvsl/',
If we unboose our bold on God's band fer an instant,
we go over the precipice. But Uic more tightly we
dling, the ateadier we walk; thc more wslling ve arc
te ho humbled, Uic more certain arc vo te get up.
yard ; the more crosses we bear for Christ, the ligister
will be out hearta; and b>' aud by we shal! reach that
gate cf pearl the cpening cf wbicb vill unfold to us
Uic everlasting flood cf glor>'. These arc amenq Uic
tboughts which have corne into ni> mind as 1 bave
sat to-day in Chnis>s scbooî, while some of thse scisol-
ara around me have beca sînging; but alas! sonie
others are sobbing and veepingt-lu7Aodore L. Cu-
fer, D.D. _________

A CURE FOR SLINDR

Thse following vert boinel>' but singularly instruc-
tive lesson is b>' St. Philip Neri:

A lady presentcd berself te hîr nie day, accusing
berself cf being given te slander. "lDe you fre-
quent>' fail into this fault?» inquircd Uic Saint.
"'Yes, father, ver>' often,» replied the penjtent. "lMy
dear chuld,» said the Saint, " your fault la great, but
the xncrcy cf God la still greater; for yeur penance de
as follows: Go to Uic ncarest market, purchase a
chicken juat killed and stili covered vith feathcrs;
you vs!! then valk a certain distance, plucking t
bird as yen go along; yenr walk flnished, yen vill
returfi te me.»"

Great vas the astonisisment of the lady in receiving
se strange a penance; but silcncing ail buman reasoa.
ing, se replicd, IlI will cisc> yougatherp I vill obe>'.»
According' ase repained te thc market, beught the
fewl and set ont on ber jeurne>', plucking it as sbc
vent along, as she had been erdcred.

In a short tume ase returncd anxious te tel of ber
cxactness in accomplishiag ber penance, and desirons
te receive some explanatien cf one se singular.

"Ah ! » said thc Saint, "lyou bave been, ver>' faithful
te the fiast part cf ni> orders ; nov do thc second
part, and yen wiU be cured. Retrace your steps ;
pasý, througis ail the places yen bave alrcdy traversod,
and gather up cne b>' co ail Uic feathers yen bave
scattered.»"

"But, father,» exclaimed thse poor wonian, "11that ia
impossible. I cast tise feathers carelesl>' on evex>'
aide; the wind carried them. in différent directions;
bey can 1 recover Uicm P'l

" Well, my child,» replied Uic Saint,""su it is vith
your words cf alander, like tise featbers; which the.
vind bas scattercd, Uic>' bave been wafted in nm>
directions; cal thein. back if yen can. Go and sin ne
more.»

History dues nct tell if Uic lady vas coaverted; but
it is probable. It required a Saint togive Uic lesson;
co should be a tedl not te profit by it

U u) HLTzNDRED.»

If it ho truc that Luther coniposed "Old Hnndrcd,
and if Uic worsbip cf ininsrtals la caniced on Ui£
wings cf angels te beaven, boy often bas he beard the
declaration: "Tbey arc singing <Old Hundred' nov."e
The solenin strain cardes us back tu Uic time of Uic
reformera, Luther and bis devoted band. Hie, doubt-
lcss, vas the first te strike Uic grand eld chords in tise
public sanctuar>' in his ovn Gerroay. Front bis avis
steastorian lu>igs Uic>' rolled,, vibrating flot tbropgs
vaulted cathedral roof, but along a grandes' aïtli:-ibe


