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"9WHIAT SHOULD BE DONE BY OUIR CHURCHES WITH A VIEW TO
THEIR GROWTH?"

(A Paper read before; the Central Association)

BY THE REv. T. M. REiKIE.

This question May awaken the thoughlt, in some minds, of a comparatively w.ak
and feeble existence. Whatever may have been the growth of our Churches in this
country in the past, there is tindoubtedly room for expansion, and it is our duty
in a manful and Christian spirit to go forward, attempting great things in the
namne of God. If there exists any particular defect hindering our progreass let us
by all means search it out, and cast it from us. That there is a goodly measure of

loat oour principles is undeniable, yet our surroundings may have been un-
fortunate, our fldelity may have been lîmited, and our disappointments have cer-
tanye rquestin- W at ] hould be one by o ur l hrceowt a mvietatin rofth 7"
tanye rqueston"ta aho evere cali louCude for a camie tiathion gof this
There can be no0 growth without life. Life in, to, and for Christ. This is impe-
rative. Churches must walk in the fear of God and in the comfort of the Holy
Ghost to be multiplied. The beauty of a growing, living Church is very attractiveo.
Out of Zion the perfection of beauty God hath shined ; while the ever-ripensng
clusters of the fruits of holiness show the mellowing influence of the Su4nof
Righteousness.

For the purpose of a clear understanding, we will divide our subject into two
branches, considering, firat, some points requiring prayer and effort in each hiidi-
vidual Chrh;adthen asking two, questions of a general character as hieyt
stimulate, inquiry regarding what it is best to do in order to, the progre.,ssof the
deiominýation-or, in other rords, of our Churches-througrhout the land

Eachi individual Church should-Seek Revivingj. A Church to grow, mu4texist~
in the enjoymnent of spiritual blessinges. or not havîng that, pray and work for a
revival. Spiritual power alone can build up. Take hold of Divine strength. We
can do ail things through Christ strengthening us. The trce that grows must have
its roots deep in the soil ; so, when rooted and gyrounded in Christ we may expeot
to, draw nourishment from Him. Walking in Him and with. Him wiil constrain
others to know that we have been with Jesus, and that, will grive influence. Every
person has an influence of some sort; a hailowed, Christ-like power will act as a
macrnet to draw into feilowslîip those of spiritual insight and impulses. The im-
pnrtance of setting forth the great doctrines of salvation-seeking to save the
lost-cannot be over-cstiniated. Ail at work, and always at it. The utmost effort
should be put forth by the whole available resources of the Church for the pur-

jpose of saving souls ; and the Lord will add daily of the saved.
Each Cliurch should--Eivlcuvoizr to possess suich outivard appliances as are neces-


