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CONGREGATIONALISM.

It sometimes happens that Congrega-
tionalists in compariing the groiwth, size,
weaith and influence of the denomina-

tion in one of the Provinces with that of
some of the larger ecclesiastical organiz-
ations become discouraged, and possibly
are tempted to inake the weak weaker
and the strong stronger, by a change of
churcli relationship. Now there are
several facts that should not be forgotten
by sucli.

1. If we believe that our prinoiples are
scriptural wehave noînoral right todesert

r priincple in order to be nunibered either
with the multitude, the weaithy, or the
powerfui. Principle, especially if en-
joined by the teachings of God's word,
is greater than ail these and cannot be
deqerted without injury to the indivi-
dual.

2. The separate Independent churches,
whether fewv or many ini a district or Pro-
vince, form a part of a great whole whichi
ira by nîo ineans insignificant ini numbers,
wealth or influenc3. There is, s0 to
speak, the empire of Congregationaiim
embracing, ail quarters of the globe. In
Great Britain and America alone we
liawe statistic-s of abolit seven~ thoitsand
churches, and six thou.mand ministers,
with an aggrégate inembership which

may safely be plit at abouit seveu hwb-
dred tliousand.

3. For Christian culture, activity and
usefulness, these churches will compare
very favourably ivitlî any other Protest-
ant organization. Lt is well known that
two of the largest and imost successfui
missionary societies, the London Mis-
sionary Society and the Aincrican Board
are Congregational.

4. The record of Gongregatipnaiisin
forms a striking part in the Ilistory of
the two continents. Not oniy have we
this froma the authority of ieading states-
mnen and historiirns who were not of us,
but also in the heritage of civil and re-
ligious liberty which lias been secured.
At a great price wvas this purchased for us
by our ancestors iii thie f aith, and their
faith in those principies thoughi while
they " wrought rigahteouisness," " ob-
tained promises," " out of wveakness were
made strong," " waxed valiant in figit"
should not easily be renouced especially
if those principles are, as we mnaintain,
those of God's trath.

5. The divine origiin of these princi-
pies,. w'e think, is shown both by the
teachings 'of the seriptures and their
perpetuity ini the churches. To an un-
biassed student of Che Acts of the Apos-
ties, the firat, it wvould seem, niust be
clear ; and the growtlî, activity and chris-
tian manhood developed in the churches,
witholit sucli human inventions as are
found in hierarchiai pretentions orpower


