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April 1, 1592,

clectricity ag n factor e howan industey. 1 began i 1879 and
lusted some four ov five years. It was duviag this peviod that. elee-
trie lighting, motive power, and all kindred branches of applied
sciunce  weto geowing most eapidly, and tho etfeet of this on the
%tent Otlice 1, indeed, most marked.  So much for a little view
of what the Patent Olfice has done, At presen 12 1 overcrowded
with wimk and au extra foree of exannners 18 needed,  The patent
suits of the lust hadf-dozen years have brought to pablic notice a
congiderable number of points in Patent Ollice procedure and
Patent Otlice law  which ought to bo changed for the sautual bene-
tit of inventors and the public.

Thoe commissioner makes severn! vadtable and tnportant swyes.
tiony, which, if earried out, would be most salutary m theiv ellfect.
First among them is the proposition that two years of publication

cither in o patent or otherwise  act asa bar to any attempt to
seeure s patent for the thing involved,  Two years of public use
are tow veduited, aml the determination of what s public use is a
source of endloss ditliculty.  If publication coustituted o similar
bar a vast deal of litigation would cense, and we should net be
treated to the spectacle of patents wranted for things which have
long heen known, if not persistently used,

Two ather provisions would be peculiatly uselul i apulication,
oue of them abrogating the now existing law that the exparation of
a prior forcign patent invalidates the American patent.  If coupled
with suitable tiime limits sct upon the application for Amerean and
foreign patents, this woull enable American wiettots to tako ade
vantage of the longer term of life of American patents, without
sacrificing them by short tenn foregn patents, or by negleet to
comply with suime of the conditions unposed upon the patestee m
other countries,  The other important amendment suggested is
that no patent shall in any case live for more than twenty years
from the date of the tivst application, juining to this provision one
shortening the time zllowed for action upon applications,

Such a law would effectually prevent the abuses of Patent Oflice
practice that have of late been foreed into nnplensnt prowinence,
by compelling rapid action on the part of litigants,  Oceasionally
this might work injustice to one of them, but as « rule it would be
equally fair forall parties concerned, and would not euly diminish
the period of exasperating and expensive litigation, but would pre-
vent the public being imposed upon by deliberato efforts to keep
applicaticns pending in the oflice.  Still other propositions looking
to patent reform are made by the commissioner, but these are of
so mwuch practical value that they descive espeaal commendation.

As a whole they are just to the inventar, aud will tend to check
the abuses of patent law that at prescut teader the patents them-
selves of questionable valve - except to the litigious, ~ Another pro-
vision that increases the detinite ilupurtance of a patent that has
been granted, and tends to chech applications made m question-
able faith, shuuld be cordially greeted by ciery imventor and every
reputable patent attorney in the couttry,  The opmon of patent
sharks neod scarcely be taken into acceunt,  Lhe Eleetrical World.,

A WORD TO INVENTORS.

W have frequontly been asked by inventors who have succeeded
in producing small articles of more or less ment, and for which
there appears to be a demand, what 1s the best method to pursue
in order to put them on the market

This is & question which has puzzled a great many, and especially
those who, with small means, are unable to go mto the manufactur-
ing of their speciality on alarge scale, without parcting with a con-
trolling interest in theiv patent to another party in order to raise
tho necessary capital with which to push the business, & transaction
which many object to on account of the pussible and probable con-
sequences which often follow, viz., the luss not only of the patent
right, but of all share in future business.

In nine cases ont of ten it is far better for the inventor, and he
will realize more from his inveation, to sell out entirely, and turn
his attention to some other business, or the production of a new
patentatle article.  That is in cuso he has no noney with which to
develop and place his invention on the market.

Tho only difficulty in this is that a1 mnjority of inventors set too
high a value upon their invention. They think they have the
world in their hands, and are disposed to hold on to it, unless
sume one comes along who is foulish enough to pay an unreasonable
prico for tho patent.  This is where they are vften mistaken, and
it would bo far better for them to accept a bonu fide offer, oven
though it is but a fraction of their ideal value of the article.

The fact is thut no invention, however valuable av the time iv is
produced or perfected, is sure of a monopoly, or even a fair com-
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peting chance for a gicat whale, and the sooner the mventor dis.
Poses of 1L the better off he e Phousiamls of mventions have been
dead fatdures, and neser returned to the inventor one dollar, simply
becanse, thiukugg that he held i manopoly, and that the world was
bound to him, he hay held on to i, unable himself to put it upon
the murket, and aliho anwilhug to atlow any one ¢lse to do 8o for a
reasuniable cosideration, until some one olse has como ont with
something cqually soud, and posaibly an mprovement, and ho finds
humself without o hudder, and another man makimg money which
he might have had, hid ho used better judgment and good sense.

Another wiy in which a mistako *3 make is in starting out on too
Lo o seate, 10 you hive a really valuable patented article, there
s very htde ditliculty about finding a marhet forat, if you are not
too husty. It s better to begin s small way and gradually
imerease, than to begin by formung o large stock company and
beginning too large.  We arespenhing i referenco to the inventors
interests,  1f hie can get g goods manufactured so that he can
handlo them himselfy even theueh i a small way at the start, of his
invention is worth anything he will soon be able to inerease his
business, and can then hold control of it himself. As u rule, wo
are of apinton thut it iy better to contiuct with some relinble tinm
for the manufacture of the aticle, than to go to the expense of
putting in the necessary machimery, cte., to do 1t for yourself.

By domgg 1t this way, youare saved the care aind management
of & shup, and have more ting to devote to pushing the sales of the
article, and the ditference i the cost 1s very hule, hinrdly suflicieny
to compensate for the possible saving.

It aleo gives you the use of the capital which would be required
to fit up and maintain a shop, with wiich to push the business, and
at a tima when it is needed, too,

After the business has grown sulliciently lirge to warmnt it,
then there is time enough to put in a plant, and you will be better
able to do so, and you will be in a position to know what is
requived.— London Eng., Manufieturer,

Mr. G. ve (i, Lavcurnoc, Montreal, requests the attention of
inventors and those who may desive to obtatn patents in Canada or
clsewhere, or who may desire to obtain any information vegarding
patents, cte.. to the fact that he is a patent solicitor and prepared
to serve those who may require his services, cither in the directions
indicated or as civil engineer or architect.

A ptnn protecting fureign exhibitors of patented articles at the
Chicago World's Fair from all pussible prusccution for infrmgement
hias been passed by the United S.ates Senate, and is pending and
reported sure to pass in the House. The Lill reads as follows :
“That no citizen of any couatry shall be held liable for the
infringement of any patient grnted by the United States or any
trade wiark registered in the United States where the act complained
of i3 performed in conuection with the exlubition of any articlo or
thing at the World’s Columbian Exposition at Chicago.®

Wi are to-day on the very eve of electrical developments in tho
line of transmission of power that are destined, perhaps, to chango
profoundly vur induastrial methods.  Until now the world has beon
wont to rely upon steam, or directly upon water-power, to drive
the machinery of its great manufactories.  Since the electric motor
has sprunyg into prominence, much has been sud regarding its use
for bringing t the dwelles of vur geeat cities the encrgy of dis-
tant waterfalls ; but, until very recently, comparatively littlo has
been done, and to-day the list of plants purely for the transmiseion
of power is not very extensive.  All this 1s to be changed radically
:m& permanently. —7'e Elcetricdd TWorld.

A Grryay inventor has devised a means of producing a hight far
superior in strength to either oil or electricity. 1t is by meansof wuir
driven through pumice stone, the latter having been impregnated
with benzine. The benzine gas thus obfained 18 then carried
through a fino maguesivm powder, and proceeds upward through a
pipe to be consumed in a small flame of a clamed 400,000 candlo
power, The apparatus for producing this light consists of a blast
enging for driving the air through the pumice, and a number of
other accessories, all of which take up but » small space, and which
are enclosed in o glass case for protection from the elements, as the
light is especially designed for coast illumination, The armnge-
ment is especially adapted for giving an intermittent light, the
consumption of magnesium being sanll, depending on the power of
the light required.  The apparatus can be used without condensers,
fog arngements or reflectors, although the use of lenses further
strengthon the power of the light.

‘Pue application of clectricity as a mative power in the manufac-
turing arts is being rapidly extended, and is now being successfully
introduced in the testilo industry.  An wccount was recontly given



