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THE LATE MR, AGOSTI,
Teaglic Death of tho Venerable I'relate

‘Phe Pusgionist Fathors in tho
United Btates, says tho Philade!phin
T'imes, were the recipionts a fow weeks
ago of the usual msrtusry notice gont
to tho differont houses of their order
oh the death of one of its mombers.
In this instance it waa the decense of
the Right Rev. Hypolyta Agosti, D..,
that was announced, but it was not
until very recently that the dreadful
delails attending it came to hand,
These we now proceed to lay befors
our readers in tho form of a letter
addressed from Lunburg to the Cologno
Volkssestung, as follows

A littlo while ag. tho nows reach.
ed your informant of the death of theo
rosident Bishop of Rustschuk, Bul-
garia, Monsignor Iypolyte Agosti, of
tho Pussionist Order. I was woll ao-
quainted with the illastrivus deceased,
often spont some time with Lim and
visited him while ho was still a simple
missionary priest at Rustschuk, The
account of his early demise coused mo
sincere grief, which, however, was
soon to bo increased tenfold by tho
furthor sad intelligonce that his end
was o violent one, brought about by
members of his own flock. The letter
conveying these facts states that while
tho Bishop was stopping temporanly
at Bellina, whero he was engaged in
the performuance of episcopal duty, a
mme(\r of Catholic peasants forced an
entrance intn Lis residenco and beat
him so horribly that the blood bu-st
from hig nose, mouth, cyes and ears,
and oven from beneath the nails of
his hands and feet. In thisawful con-
dition did these bhuman fiends leave
their august victim, more dead than
alive, for three entire days, keeping
guard meanwbile over his mangled
body and refusivg to let any one
approach him. Not oven was a priest
permitted to winister the last znora-
ments to the dying Bishop.

*When finally the end camo his
murderers threw his body into a cart,
covered it with straw and conveyed it
in this disgraceful manuer to Rusts-
chuk. Here tho sacred romains of
the martyred prelate were interred
with due solemnity, the Bishop of
Sosia performing tho funeral obseyaies
both at this place and at Bucharest.
The civil authorities of Rustsohuk,
where Mgr. Agosti was universally
boloved, ave now about to institute
legal proceedings uganinst thoso of
Bellina on account of this deed of
blood. The Bishop had gone to the
last named place for the purposo of
calming, if possible, the excited spirits
of some of his diocesans there, in
order that the church of the place,
vhich had been closed for a long time,
might be opened to the faithful during
the approaching holy days of Christ-
mastide. Before starting on this mis-
gion of wmercy and peace loving friends
warned him of the danger to which
be was about to expose himself, but
his only regly was the touching words
of s Divine Muster: *The good
shepherd giveth his life for his sheap.’
And the prediction was verified in
him to the letter.

¢“In order to have a betler under-
standing of the dreadful events of
which we have just beard, I shall add
the following. The {diocese of Nico-
polis, over which the deccased pre-
sided, is subject immediately to the
Holy See and ¢mbraces the so-callad
¢ Danube-Bulgarian tract,’ or, in other
words, that portion of Bulgaria which
lies between the Balkan chain and
the Danube. Territorially this is a
very great stretch of country, but the
Catholic population is exceedingly
sparse and the dearth of priests cor-
respondingly great. Aside from Rus
tschuk, where within recent date s
priest bas been stationed for the
egpecial needs of immigrants, who,
ore largely of German extraction.
Catholic parishes are to be found only
in tho four villages in the vieinity of

Nicopolis, viz.: Bellina, Oresolt,
Ladsohin and Transchiwitz, wliero for
conturica back a number of natlive
Bulgarians bhave remained faithful to
the Roman Catholic Church without
any onc being able to account deft-
nitely for this romarkablo fact. Thoy
belong to the Latin rite and wure
formorly under e caro of the Fran-
ciscans, but aro now attended Ly tho
Passionists. 1In Nicopolig itself, an
ancient city on the Danubo, there is
no Catholio congregation. The four
villages just mentioned constituto the
entiro diocese, with the episcopal see
ot Nicopolig. From the time in which
the bisﬁops of this title bocame also
ndministrators of Wallachin, numely,
at the commoncement of the present
century, thoy wero acsustomed to ro-
sido in the vlllago of Ciopla, adjacont

! to Bucharest. But when in tho begin

ning of tho cighties an urchiopiscopal
see wag orected at Bucharest, with a
suflragan sce at Jasay, the then titular
Bishop of Nicopolis, Mgr. Paoli, C.P.,
was obliged to resign that diocese,
whoreupon the subject of this memoir,
Mgr. Hypolyte Agosti, s Passionist
missionur{; riest at Rustschuk, was
mado its bishop.

+* Ho establisited his residence in the
camo village, so lately tho scene of his
humblo labors for tho good of souls.
‘Tho abovo named villages have from
time immemorial beon the theatro of
religious insubordination and rebel.
lion ngainst ecclesiastical authority,
whouhier vested in priests or bishops,
s thing which cannot be understood
whon viewed mde by side vith the
otherwiso firm faith, stubtborn adher-
ence to the Church and devoted
attachment to traditional religious
observances for which their Catholis
inhabitants are noted, unless one is
well acquainted with their peouliar
character, habits of lifo and their way
of looking at religious matters. In
this connection, too, the panslavistic
agitution carried on by Russia must
not be lost sight of. Innumerable
times have deods of violence ocourred,
oven if not so deplorable in their
nature as that which we have just
ohronicled.

s Nnot long ago, for instance, I met
two Passionist Fathers who (ox0 of
them dragged from a sick Dled on
the occasion) were unceremontously
hustled into a wagon by some of the
placid lambs of the gentle (!) flock
and driven to the bauks of the Danube,
with the parting injunction to take
shipping and return no more. Often-
times, even while under Turkisti domi
nation, was it found necessary to call
in the aid of tho secular power to
suppress uprisings of disaffected mem-
bers of the scveral congregations rv
ferred to and to bring the frenzied
masses to their senses. On this one
peirt =lone volumes could be written.
In grent part these outbreaks are due
to u species of matrimonial alliances
that are peculiar to those localities.
It is a2 custom namely for fathers to
dispose of their daughters in marriage
after the fashion of the Torks, viz.:
withont consulting their wishesin the
least. This irregular wode of pro-
ceeding, 50 utterly at variance with the
faith thoy profess, is strenuougly re.
sisted by the clergy, who are often
compelled to invoke the intervention
of the civi} authority to prevent it and
to insure entire freedom of choice on
the part of the young wemen in so
weighty and sacred a matter—of vasi
importance to the weal of society no
less than to that of religion.

“ Asan example I may mention that
in tho year 1855, at the instance ot
the Governor, Omer Pasha, fourteen
fathers of families were incarcerated
ut Sistowa, whilo fourleen marriages
which they had severslly nnrensonu%ly
opposed were duly celebrated and
blessed. Whetlier such & conrse of
action, with the attending circum-

stances as just described, 1s prudent.

may bo doubted. At least it 1s an
open question whether ths interests of

souls would not be better subserved
by n relaxation of rigorous religious
obgorvances that have been intro.
duced into these parishes, wiieh are
muntained with unrelenting precision
and far oxaved the requircments of
Holy Church, or whether tho same
intorests would not be more effcctually
promoted by turnmg thess wasted
encrgies to the proper education of tho
rimpg goneration in religious forms
that ingramed use and custum have
rendered unaccoptablo to thei clders,

« Aftor tho sad event which I have
Just communicated to you 1t seems
thas fresh outbreaks liko those velated
abovo have ocourred in Bellina in con-
sequenco of whioh tho cliurch has been
pinced under an interdiot. In s
npostolio zeal to bring the erring back
to a senso of duty tins good shepherd,
Mgr. Agosty, lad down lus hife for Ius
sheop, and what is saddest of all is
that Jus own sheep took it from him.
May tho tragio aeath winch he met
with 1n tho very prime of hife be the
forerunner of a new and better ern ;
lus blood the seed of a more fruitful
hurvest. May it serve ns a proof of
the sickly condition of l3uropo-Oriental
misgions and of the crying need thero
is of o thoroughgoing reform m therwr
governmont and admnustration.” < &+

Tho Adopted Kitten.

Uno evening, toward tho cloao of the
war, while Union soldiers loy in camp
on a hillside near the Staunton River,
tho cry of ¢ Halt! who goes there "
from a sentry started every louuger to
his feet, and saveral of tho mere curi-
ous ran to tho guard.line to find out
what the trouble was. A minute later,
all know that the night visitor who
bad been chsllenged was no enemy.
A little girl, about ten years of age,
holding a little whito kitten, como for-
ward into the light of the fires, con-
ducted by two soldiers who looked as
proul as if they were escorting a
queen,

The whole regiment gathered, in-
cluding the colonel himesolf, to look at
the child and hear bor tell her story.
A very short story it was—scarcely a
paragraph : but there was matter
enough in it for a full chupter She
lived near by with her futher, who was
sick and poor; and they wore North-
erners, oche said, and * Union folks”
Her mother was dead, and her brother
had been killed while fighting in the
Federal army. She ! wanted to give

something,” and when ["nion soldiers

came she thought she would bring her
pet kitten aud presentit to the colonel,

Tho colonel took the little girl in his
arms and kissed her, and her kitten
too, and he was not a bit ashamed of
his weakness. He accepted the kitten
with thanks; and its innocent donor
was gallantly waited on to her humble
home, loaded with , “nerous contribu.
tions,

The white kitten was adopted by
the regimert, but was considered the
property and special pet of the colonel ;
and when the war was over he took it
home with him. Like the whito lamb
that stayed and fed with the victors
after the battlo of Antietam, the little
creature was a daily inspiration to
better feelinga aud thoughts in the
presence of all that is worst—a liviny
flag of truce gleaming smong the
thunder-clonds of human passion and
strife,—Harper's Young People.

Benziger's Catholle Home Annunt, 18948,

We have just received a aupply of this
very popular anpual, It contains the ugual

ood things in tho shape of atorics, pcems,

istorical and biographical skotches, and

lenty of protty, intéresting pictures. Prico
gy mail 250ts., instampsor sceip.  Address,
Carnotic Reoisten Pablishiog Co., Ltd.,
Torouto, Oat.

Dicd, on Feb. 0, after a brief illncs, Mra.
0'Dowd, aged 71 years, the beloved wifo of
Ar. Thos. O'Dowd, incrchant, Kilrusheighor,
Tomploboy. Decoased is d:ofly and deser-
vodlya:’egrcttod by alarge circlo of sorrowing
fricnds,

Tho Lifo of & Sibexlan Priest.

A most intoresting and truly touch-
ing accouat of tho hardships and dan-
gers oncountored by the Untholics who
are doing tho work of tho Apostles in
Siberia ia given in the Month for De-
combor, 1803, ‘Thomateriats for this
tory of,courage, zenl and solf-eacrifico
aro taken chiofly from lotters writton
to bis mother by Fathor Valerion Giro-
madaki, one of tho most zealous of tho
toilors in this desolato portion of God's
vincyard.

Though much hag been writton of late
yeara about that vast portion of the
Rugsian Empire, yot very fow peoplo
reslized its onormous size. [ts pro-
vinces aro cach lurger than the largest
kingdom in Earope, yet thero are ouly
olevon priests to minister to thespiritual
needs of tho thirty or forty thousand
Catholics, nearly oll Voles, scattered
throughout these hugo provinces, and
their ocolesiastical ruporior, the metro.
politan bishop of Mohylowski, resides
at St. Potersburg, which is Lotween
thirteen and fourteen hundred mmles
off. The parishos are enormous in ex-
tent ; that of Tomsk, for example, cov.
ors on area of 38,186 equare miles, an.
othor takes in a territury of 46,708
squaro miles, and so of the rest.  Theso
figures may holp one to form some idea
of tho difticulties of parish priests in
Siberio. Morcover, the exponses in-
curred for the long journeys involved
in pastoral visits must Lo borne by the
pricsts thomselves in most cages, as tho
Russian Government allows nothiog
for such expenses unless Government
troops aro quarterd in the misaion,
and the people who send for the pricsts
aro seldom able to furnish menns them-
selves.

Then theso Apostolic workmen have
to contend not only with daily risk of
lifo from cold, hunger, floods and wild
beasts, but the greatest dangeris met
in the buospitals and prisons, whero
typhus fever is alwnysraging and which
bave been desacribed, even by the Gov-
erament officials, as * places not fit for
dogs.”” Again on account of the great
distanco of the priests from thar
Bighop, it is impossible o obtain dis-
pensations whin they are required,
and thero is no one to administer
Confirmation, 8o that many Catholics
livo ond die without the sacraments.
The poor priests carry all the burden
of responsibilily without any advice
help or sapport from their chief pastor.
No one can read the lettors in the
Month, without realizing that the words
of the Apostle are verified in the case of
those devoted priests : ** In journeyings
often, in perils of waters, in perils in
the wilderaess . . . inlabor and pain-
falness, in hunger and thirst, in cold
and nakedoess, besides theso things
which are without, the care of all the
churches.” (II. Cor., ix, 26 28.) The
whelo article is a strong appeal to the
hearts of all Catholics for help in
urgent need.

—_—

DyspErsia  axp  Ixpicestion.—C. W.
Spow & Co., Syracuse, N. Y., trites-
¢t Please send us ten gross of Lills. Wo are
solling moro of Parmolec’s Pills than any
otbor Pill we keep. Thoy have a great ro-

utation for the curo of Dyapepsia and Livor
%omplniut." Mr. Chas. A. Smith, Lindeay,
writes: *‘Parmelco’s Pills aro an cxcellent
medicine. My sister has been tronbled with
;‘ovo,l;o headacho, but theso pills havo cured
er.

A Simpleway to help PoorCatholle Misstons

Savuall cancelled poatago stamps of overy
kind and country and send them to Rov. P,
M. Barral, Hammonton, New Jersey. Give
at onco your address, and you will reccivo
with the 3ecozsary oxplanation a nics Sou-
venir of Hammouton Missions,

With sincero rogret wo have to announce
tho doath en Fcbruary 15th, of Mr. James
Hughes, Mayor’s Walk, Waterford, at a
ripo old oge. Mr, Hughes wasone of God's
ncblest works—an honest man. Since boy-
hood he had been identified with every
National movoment for tho advancemont of
bia countrymen. Bo was an O'Conpeliite in
*13; a follower of T. F. Meagher in 448, and
f:n'o 8 worthy son tothe Ferian movement

n '67. Ho joined tho Homo Rulo under
Tsaso Batt,, and divd a firm beliover in the
National cacse,



