
Ing amid much deadness and indifference tofollow the tord füllIy; but 1 fear that the
Christiani:y of the m4~ority is merely nominal and therefore barren. Stili we wait
on and pray that thcre may be even in this dark corner a revival of religion such as
inany corne~rs of the vineyard are now being blessed and refreshed with.'

«"On the other hand the Cotnmittee have great joy in bringing to the notice of thc
Synod the fact that the Head of the Chureh has vouchsafed w 'sone of our cougrega-
tions, alongy with those of othcr denominations in the Eastern part of Nova Seotia,
a most abundant outpouring of Ris Spirit, producing a genuine, wide spread and
deeply reaching revival of religion, the fruits already reaped from whîch are exceed-
lngly precious. Accounts of this have been published in the April and May number8
of the REpconD, and to these the Committee reapectfully refbr for more particular
information.

"The accounts recelved are generally encouraging. Pleasiig tidinga are given of
cottage aid other praver meetings and Bible classes.

à£On tLie subject of J3aptism the only quotation the Committee feel disposed to
inake this year is froni the brother already qnoted froni, and is as follows : « I grieve
to, find much ignorance and superstition prevailing amongst our people, caused inl a
great mensure, I believe, by contact with Roman Catholies. The prevaili'g belief is
that the sprinkling of water by the minister is absolutely necessary to the salvation
of the infhnt, a,id so there is un unseemnly anxietv even on the part of non-church
goers and openly liccntious pontons to have the *rite performcd. I would suggest
that the ministers of the, whole Church take a detided stand in this matter and resolve
to baptize none but the children of those who are in full communion, and that bnptismn
ho adrninistered in the Church, except when sickness or distance may make it incon-
veaucat.

"Vf. RELIGIOUS WORK.

"One return is p articularly pleasing. ' Sorte of the EIders visit the sick. Ali
teach in the Sabbat h Sehool with the exception of the two oldest. Every one does
some special wvork, such as acting as session Clerk, Treasurer for one or more Con-
Megational, Presbytery or Synodical schemes; snost assist in the prayer and Sabbath
bchool meetings, and considering they bave their business and famulie-s to attend to,
:hey do a fair share of Church %vork. A considerable proportion of the congregation
realize that they are individually members of the body of Christ, bound to serve the
living God. Soxne visit and read and pray with the sick, help the poor, colleet for
the schemes of the Congregation and the Church, preach in difterent Sabbath Schools,
visit the hospital, poor house and prison, deny themselves that they may give for
Christ; but a stili larger namber do little or nothing, at least compared with their
time, opportunities; and mens. Some of the people give up to and beyond their
ability, Others do not give for the Lord'a cause, and the poor anything lilie even a
tenth.'

"With regard te trashy and corrupt literature the Committee commend the fol'
lowing to the Church . '[t must be sought by an earnest attempt wo provide a sub-
stitute in the shape of wholesome reading. The Religious Book and rract Society
should be encouraged.

IlAmong special tins art mentioned worldlibness, frivolity, intempt!rance, disobedi.
ence wo parents, and siander, connected with the gossip at the tea table, and caused by
Christians being nuable or unwilling to converse on eligious subjects when they
reet; and naany other sins that are grievous in the Lrd's sight, but which do nu:
cause Ris servants that sorrow of huart ttaat tbey would if there were more insight and
more love to iouls.

IlOnu part of the Committeu'si daty 'was to aend deputations to such Congrega.
lions as dusired theni. Onu member of Conimitte bas visited several congregationa
and bis laLàours were ao blessed as te indicate that mach good may be expucied to be
accomplished by this metbod.

'« ?roîr the inadequacy of the returne, togethur with the Iliness of the Convener,
the Cotnmittee refrain froni extending thuir report, only expressing the hope that if.
in the wisdom of the Sydod, the Committee bc reappointed, ministers will bc enjoined
to rezurn nnswers wo the querios sent by tho Comrnitte, 8o that a really full and coni'
plete report may be prepared and prescntcd.

"lAi which is respcctfully suhmltted.. ovni.


