THE CHURCH OF S8COTLAND

Deserving young men who desire to
study for the wministry are sought out,
and means provided for their support
during their studies, with the best re-
sults.  The system ix x0 thoroughly un-
derstood here that they are astonished
how we get on without it.  ‘There are,
no doubt, aspects of this system which
we should not like at home; but so far
as I can learn they have not been at-
tended with bad re-ults here. And the
idea is beyond doubt a ¢ood one, that
there should he a Board in our Church
chiefly composed of intelligent laymen,
whose business it should be to take an
interest in theologival students and pro-
bationers, and to provide means in many
cases for forwarding their advancement.
This would probably he the best solu-
tion of our student difficulties.

But I must draw these rapid notes
meantime to a close with an earnest re-
cominendation that we should every year
it possible—in any case, once in two
years—send a deputation to the General
Assembly of the American Presbyterian
Church.  Thix alsy, su far as the provi-
sion of means is concerned, should be the
work of our wealthy laymen. There
should be no difticuley  whatever about
this; and the results of a larger inter-
course between our Church and the
Churches here would bz of the ‘bap-
riest kind.  Every one acknow-
edges the good which was done by
the visit of Dr. Milliran and Dr. Lang
two years azo. I have found nothing
but the warest fedling of regard for the
old Church ot Scotland. It 1s admitted
that for many years after the Disruption
evil rumours prevailed about it. It was
thought by some to be little more than a
moribund institution. But the deputa-
tions which have gone over from this
side Eave looked at fucts for themselves,
and the contcquence has been a great
reaction of interest in the Established
Church. It is true that all the Churches
are voluntary here, but they have no
feelings of hostility to a State Church as
such. ~ It simply does not suit them. It
never was possible in the circumstances
of America. But the Americans have
no quarrel with National Churches as
they exist in the old counfries of Europe.
And to find our own Church doing so
much good as it is, and full of so much
intellectual and Christian life, has been
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the most sincere gratification to all en-
lizhtened  Preshyterians here.  They
crave for morve intercourse with us.
They have difficulty in looking upon
the Free Church, the United Presbyte-
rian, and ourselves, as anything but dif-
ferent branches of the same Church ;
and they embrace us all equally in their
aftection.  Our differences are nothing
to them. Itis to be hoped, therefore,
that we will d» more 1n the future than
we have hitherto done to cultivate them.
They may learn something trom us. We
may learn a good deal from thern, espe-
cially in congregational organization
and in the art of calling forth and direc-
ting the Christian liberality of our peo-

le—perhaps even in preaching. They
Eave certainly great aptitude in making
their sermons interesting and  stimulat-
ing.  Men not otherwise gifted have the
gift of making the palpit week by week
something of.a power.  With our quiet-
er habits, we may undervalue them,and
talk of American bunkum in the pulpit
and clsewhere.  But after all, the object
of men’s speaking at all in the palpit,
senate, or lecture-room, is that they may
each interest and exert influence by
what they say; and it is difficult to
understand how the preaching even of
the most excellent men can do good
when it fails to arouse attention and
create effect.  The Awmerican pulpit is
generally effective. It is a real power,
and one of the most healthy powers in
American society; and this simply be-
cause it it living, and in constant rapport
with the teeming ideas which circulate
in that society: The Gospel is to it no
mere tradition standing isolated and by
itself, but is brought into continual rela-
tion to the forms of modern thought, and
the necessitics of a new, vast, and accu-
mulating civilization. It is easy to
imagine how in such circumstances
preaching will be often crude, inflated,
and extravagant; but after all, perhaps
crudeness 13 better than dulness, and
anything better than a dead sound which
means nothing and never touches any
human heart.

Much in every way, therefore, might
be Jearned by deputations of our younger
clergy visiting this country. Let them
come mainly tolearn, and not themselves
—in the first instance, at least—to lec-
ture or preach. When they have seen



