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raeans and i mnan institutions arc cmploycd to, envey this muessage to thle
hearing ofnien, but there lîuiman agency ends. To renfler it effl!ectaI ris reserv-
ed fbr the direct and irresistibie influence of the Hioiy Spirit of' God ; and to,
that itîlliience the most deg-raileil of the hiau race are as acessible as the
most clevatî.d iii letarnimg and reiiieînent. We arf ready to, regard it as an
eas-,y matter to preacli trhe gosp. ta ant enlzghiteiied and professediy christiatu
comnîîîitv. Nu appoition wi li conrd tliere, ;-butt it is entireiy (tif-
1irrent to gro aniongr savages, and the unîlertaliing is looked uipon ns diflieuîlt, if
îîot hiopele.m. Truc, if the preacher look-;.no furthier titan thie forni of religion;
theo two cases art, widely ditYcerent. But if hi.s abject be ta save souils front the
power of sin, this uiffercuce disappcars, and lie wvill find imiself as iîelpiess, and
as citîcydependent on the wri of Go, in the one case as in the (tfier.
Difficult indeed it is to, dislodge theè power of idolatry andi superstition, and
to root out those depraved habits establishied in ail parts of the heathen wyorld ;
but is it less difficit ta destroy the love of' the world whiclh, in every unrcnewv-
cd hceart, mIles among the înost distinguislied for intelligence, and inost strict
in their aulherence to the ouitwarcl f'ormq of religion ? Aniong tlinm, not iess
than aniong the most degra<ied savages, the camnai mind is cility against God

and ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~" .nta athteniyb gmoe easily suhdued amont, those ontwardly
itnoulded ta the prccepts of Christian ,inorality, the f'acts of the case lead lis ta
the very opposite, conclusion. I1ook at thie records of inissionary labour, and
compare the fritsq with tliose of ivhich the servants of Christ labouring in tAie
proissedly christia -n worid cati speak, and 1 ow great and str-iking« is tîte <hîfrer-
ence. It is flot uncotxumon to se the inissionary rejoice over i1undreds anîd
thoisaîîds whose hearts have savingly experienced the, power of the gospel,
whiile i- brethren at home, preaciiing 'tle sanie trutb, aud as f'aithfully ns he,
have very frequently ta mnourn ilat no token for good is giveu. Take tAie
South Sea miissionaries, Williams, Geddie, and inativ othiers,-or look to wiîat-
ever part af' tie headien wvor1d thîe hieralds af Christ have gonie-Africa. Iidfia,
Chinia, or the Indian trihes of North Anieriea,-and the restit xviii le the con-
viction that the obstacles which ign-torance aind idolatry prescrit, are not in
realit.y safrialstebrirs rised in the linshioiis. the forms and thîe world-
liness wvhich pervade tlîe multitudes IprofessedIly Christian. Not more dead in
sin is the uintnitored savage thtan the inost irreproachable iii character whose
hcart is stili unsanctified by the Spirit ai God. It is of tîxe greatest im:portane
that this shonTd bc constantly borne iii nind. Howevcr liopelc:,g the case inav
seein, the message of Christ eonvcyed by the ageney of the Spirit will lie foourd
suffieicrit. When Peter preaehed his tirst sermion ulider the asinistration ai
the Spirit, he addressed a multitude of 'vham it was diffiett to cherish any
hope. They wcrc enemies; the mast of themt hated thne naine bf Jesus, and
many oftlem wveresharers in the awilil guilt of Ilis death ; but inmorable wilI
ever be the fruits of thait first ser-mon. The piriL of the Lord was, there, and
in His hand the word pierced througli evcry obstacle, uintil, front thomîsinds af
woundcd licarts, the cry ai pain and agony was heard, "IMen and brcthren,
what shall we dIo ?" Thte fir-st preachers af the gospel aliways ascribe everv in-
stance ot success ta the presence af their L4ord, wvorking by his Spirit: "Tite
hand ai the Lord was with thein, and a great nuînber believed." God alwavs
causist us to triumphi in Christ. Il Tite Lord opened the heart ai'Lydlia."p
This is the character of their lamiguage throughout the ivhole record. 'You are
going ta the dark places of the earth with the saine commission as they, and
wvit thte saine assurance that the presence af your Master will lie always wvitil
you. Souis are -as preeious nawV in His siglît, as Nvlen the eleven disciples
wvent, forth on another mission of mercy; and there is stili ,joy aînongr the
angels when anc sinîner is brougrlit front darkness ta, liglit. Y!ou caînnot rest
too eonfidentlv in the Inîilfilmienteo aiIis promise. Tite more entirely y-ou com-
mit yourseii and your labours intu lis bands, and fine more largely you ask and


