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Le fait." You isce from thim notèd instance of dtom. To hie, in tiiese cireunistances, a pr
i.nifaithfulness, lîow far a mon may go in the taker in his faitli, was to run the risk of shar.-
profession of Christianity, howv inuch he rnay ing also in lais tribulations. This Deaia
do for the ad%~ anceinent of its intercstm, liow saw, and this he shrunk from. Ile waa no:
rivIly lie may scein to be paîtakinig of its pri- prepared to "lendure harducss as a good sol-
vileges, anld lamw higlily lie may be honourcd dier of Jesus Christ." That want or wcak-
by its inost devotcd friends, and yet have no Iness of faith whichi lie had hitherto concealed
1 art tr lut iii it at lInat. INor ië; tie case be- frein others, and, probably, froin hlinseif alsr,,
tc.'rc uks, l tlîis rcqspct, a sitîgular ont. Ba- could flot be any longer disguised. Thut
laaan, I:heugli a prophet perislied in bis sis. world which hie had long loved secretly, with-
Judzw, tiîouch un apost1e, wvas yct a traitor, out î,erhaps being aware of the streigth of

wda poil 1' p.erditîva. And our Lord has bis attachanent to it, he now openly clun.,to
c;.pred.ssly told us, that tiiere are many such, and embraed. And the apostle mho lad
-II inanI Yi o shail say, Lord, Lord, havé fornierly been well pleased to hall hum as a
ivc flot iircphcçrieil in thy naie, and ini thy friend atnd fellow-labourer, was now con-
nrmec atit eut devils? ta whom Ile shahl say, strained ini sorrow to declare of hini," Il enas
1Iepart foinie, 1 knowcl Vou îaot." hath forsaketi me, liaviing loed this preseut

LeIt, cvery inxuiy, th'rcfere, w-ho uamcth the worldl."
niane of Cnrist, bc~ iariied by these niel-incho- Ah! brethren, there is nothi.ng like a tume
le pruofii of tai fickleticts and ecluhcsof oif trial for proving Il ihat manner af apirit
ý!he huilial hieurt. Loolz to tlien as Fz-înaîiy wc arc oif." It 18 tlîen tiat the sollchity of our
hea:.cois t a:r vou against Il înkinIg silip- faith, and the hionesty of our profession, are
M rfec" Cciiaîez-a,, ili 1i'nth." Anld learn froni fuIlly testeci. If Cod Nvere once more pleased
theni, lit the uî= Ia!î, how izre.attly it con- ta uie the fiLe% oif persecution to he kindIed,
terns vou tu O.c L trv thae cvideicc-S of it can hardli'lie doubteci, that the number af
Vuur J.lLg.':aa- a illcie professions, ihrne iviho ino% thron', th'e rau]so h iil1011erlud,-- _ or e,:crnal privileges, 1Chutrch, wvould lieadl d s o the vsilsadl diminshed e:ctu

howcxer iat î iin,- iinere iiîteltectu- 1 ive look at tie conduet of mauy even as it la,
al ffiîis, howe'oer vexcait,ii anere occasion- I--lc> wi-c thiaak how littie, for tie mnost
td inxpres-ions, hoewevi-r hvýclv,-iin more out- part, is to bc sccu about thoni bcyond a cold
wltrd criestà the caue of (,'lrist, hiowvcr î and lifelcss prnfrcs,-ian to mark themn out as

vîu.You iity have '-a niaine that you Chiris.tians lit ill,-ilicn w-c mark. howv slow
E.ve," while yen i dend. You inay have"I a they art to makle any sacrifice, to incur arny
forin of godliness, w-ile 'lenyitngý the h)ow<ve expense or ta put thieiiselves to any trouble
thiercof." 'sou mdy have ail gifts, ztnd uîay tor incenvenience for the sakze of promnotiiig
wpeak uyen -%ýith *an uîglstengue about thle intercsts of pure i-cligion,-w-Ilieri ive set
1 hose glorioins truiath Ilwhici fthe antgel% de- lin glad they are ta J)lcad the nîost flimnsy
sire tu loalk iuto," and -'et lie no better than exrusc, or te uirge the inost conteawptible go-
'*a bzouit-Iiag l)rass, or' a tinkh- ingy:hl" phistry iii order to csc-apo froin the Strict re-
Yoin niay l'e estci-xnod as a Finernl 0 saneti- 1quirertacnts of tlieir tluty-,-îow rcadily they
ty in the jnd-aaaent or menc~, niad even ofl gý1od will compromnise thieir 1)riIiciplcs ulieai these

~efl, v!iile ect "lyour heart i., neot ri-ht Pvithi 1 are ever so little at variance withi their world-
(i."You iiav bc a fe2low-libou,*cr -sith 1 v intvests.' and how palItry a consideration

P aul, and ý et _- ca-st-aMwy, a11often prevail witli tiieni ta Et thxe author-
Il Mark, theni, I pray yoit, a littie more 1 ity of ilieir D)ivine M1aster nt open defiance!

particlarly v-lu-t the apclitle lias stated lii the -W;teii Nve thinkh of these things, we cannot
tcrzt regardiig th-_ conzizct cf his former ave~id the paifuil conviction, that there are
friend anad coadjutor. Ilc tells us that D e- mnany I)Prniiie.i aniong thean w-ho only adhere
mas, actuited hy ;i-rLl spirit, hlad Ilfor- 'lto tiie Christian profession because thecy cari
sakerî iîn. And tlhoit-h we niav it be 1 noxi (In it cheapîrv, and %vithout hazard; but
war.ranted Lv thiese wverds te conclude that 1who, if a tume of trouble should arise, would
])eiaa Liad uuzerly and finally reiiaunccd the lie ready at once ta adjure it altogether.
fàlth af thue Gc)spel, thcy evideutly iniply, that Withi al justice nuay w-e apply ta them the
hie Lad tempoarriiy sueivcd irnin it, anîd that. proilhet's question, "lIf ye have rua with the
taie, lu a amarine-r the mcst open nd oquivocal. tloatnien, and they have weaa-ied you, theu
Ife reftisci ie stand l'y the apostie in bis how eou vou conteud witli the horses P and if
hiaîîr of triacl, x til froni 1dm bhis former ln the lanci of peace, wvhercin ye trusted, they
SYnIDat'Iiy, withdrew fiom thiose Christian la- wearied you, then how will you do ln the
l;otir- lu w-hidi ho liad once beexi noted as a swellings of Jordan ?"'
ichiarer with hum, and shunniecl ta bc auy long- There la no great risk, it must be o'wned,
ler seen lu bis society. Sn long as thc pro- af any man forsaking the cause af Christ at
f'essieu and preaching of thei Cross w-ere un- the prescat day, if thoca alarme are ta be held
sautende.1 by any serlous hazard, Demas had as doing so, w-h throw off the very profession
heen perfe.ctly wifing ta take part la theni. af Christianity. It is not usual for backslld-
But now the tume af persecution laad arrived. ers now ta do so. They eau well enaugh ai'-
Paul w-as îîow a prisoner for Christ's sake, ford tg do atherwise. It costs thecn little ar
tmad livirg in daily expectation of lais martyr- uothing to maintain, a ll theïr 'worilu-


